Anti-Boreale. 
ANSWER 


T hat Seditious and Lewd piece of Poetry, 
UPON 
eMaſter CALAMY s late (onfinement , 
Suppoledly His who wrote 


ITER BOREALE: 
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ANTI-BOREALE, 


Hat he ? whoſe early loyal Muſe awoke, 
\ V when the late rebel Snaky-bed was 
broke ? © 
He, who fir ft met and welcom'd in the 
KiNnG, 
Does he now offer thus to hiſs and ſting - | 
That ow chat warm'd him? when poor Snake, 
ochill . 

And ſhivering, was un-hol'd from Ayno-hill ; 
Where he fed high, pertum'd the Qwner out, 
And got that greaſe he of of, with his *Gowt ; B—Gowr, took My Fat 


There grew his body groſs, and thoſe plump jollops Body for bis Dio- 
(If any) ſure are ſequeſtration-collops, cele. 


7 A ſtrange & ſtrong perfume, the good man flees, 

T, ot in bi Gi theſe Goblin 7 7 ogg 

Tou, that would get others more whol ſom rooms, 

Come buy ſome of theſe Calamites* perfumes: 3 —The place call'd for 

Two or three grains, ith black Box, firewd by yourprelence. 
Kyrk, — Priſons want perfu- 

or Millington's hard hand, would doe the work : Ming 

Good at inteQion,'tis well known he has been ,, 

would his perfumes breath th' City ſweet agen ! 


If Man of Paradiſe muſt be diveſs., 
A. & ſome Lherb! any rod but "3 
This Serpent, whoms our K1NiG ſo newly warm'd 
With favors, one had thought enow t'have charm'dy 
a 3 Behold 


B—I ſend --Your New- Behold here, howon* New-gates old hard fides, 
gate fate As Solomon's Serpent, oft a Rock he glides 
Not to Condole, but-- ph hs glib aſs 5 yet wnlike that, be ſhine 
Plain tracks of Treaſon, left in every Line, 


. Can this be thought that Boreale 2, who : 
' Fore Englands friend, {o merrily rax i'th' Snow? 


By his of ficiows fancy's, ſquibbing rate 
of Verſif ying held ope every Gate ?. 


Who Laquey d once to tGlory of this Age, 
B—TI am the Elder Jail- That Muſe now turns Canary Jail-birds * Page g 


bird— ont, laptup inthe groſſeſt perjury 
— This Page I ſend Thick as bs New-gate barrs or walls can be Z 
YOu, Sir— Who, if ne'r felt the Priſon ſeal, or brand. 


B—You are the Great'ſt Oy either ſhoulder, or more guilty * hand, 
* Pick-pocker , ere Jyhg bor'dithoſe * Slaves ſeduced ears among 


. came there, Whom | ht to be burnt 7th | 

. ; om he conver [t. 0uoht to be burnt 7th tongue 
B— Theſe Presbyterian - h, . 45 | Sits 
Siayes— But wonder not; this New-gate-complement, 


Him Boreale ſpeaks, more than was meant, 
For though great GxoRGE mov'dSouthward 


all now know a : 
Wyld's fmcy hanging Kyrkward, Notth did goe, 
So ſure he meant bi Cabſee ſhould, and thought 


Him beyond Tweed, when he's to London broughts 
| Where after ſam conteſts , i afery got, (Scot, 
ft quin, ow b. 1, He prove's true Engliſh, whom Wyld fancy'd 
p . au+*, þ+ . 
* _— 5 _ 16:20 a. Fhisrank Deceiver's thus deceiv'd, who 
nr 2 cermine Add 80000 pens 4 efF and * title too, 
 Oxem-- T. Aquin, For h that reads this Poet, and that Verſe, 

So that ir could not be Muſt ke the Hebrew, backward both rehearſe, 
entituled /:er Bcrea- No yarvel then. thus farre mwtakes have been ; 
le, but Anjirale, ra- xx, was in's buſineſs out, «xd me, in him, 
ther. wc 4/5 But 
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ANTI-BOREALE: 
But now he cleavly ſpeaks himſelf indeed, - 

One of Geneva-Baſan Bulls fat breed, 

Good Commons, gentle Lords,and Charlsle Bon, 

Matter for Mirth's * congratulation, —Your New-g ae fate 

Are your ſevereſt Edits ; Look about , - ”_ c _—_ bur 

Your ſtrongeſt Priſons, will be broke withour yr BG, 

More oft than from within, ftorm, ſcale, No courſe appineſs MY 

Too hard,their*Newgate heav*n ro take by force: B— New-gate or Hell 

* Saints and good Angels there be, we are given were Heaven, if-. 

To underſtand ; and where they are, s heaven : B—Good Men, Good 

Then, by Divine and Humane Story'ts told Women and Goa& 

Your iron-gates flye _ tothem and gold, Angels come-- 

*T Peter's * chain, be't ſa ; there might he 'bide, B—You are more blcſt 

Till that-good Angel came, and ſmore his fide, 1 Peters Chain, 

Priſon. ſo rich, gayn may our Door Gour than Chair, 


You need not bolt him in, bt others out. RE Walk, Drink, 


| Indeed half eyes may ken by th' rhyming cloſe : _—_ ; ——— 
His Gowt in Verſe, prove's Dropſy plain in Proſe, ge; hey give you ſuch 
See his baſe Muſe concluding, wazs the tayl, a Rich Iempritoncatae, 
* Proolaim's Hydropick thirſt for ſome rich Jayl —May I come Keep 
T enjoy the angry gods , be wealthy made (ſhade, thedoor, 


In (bieht ; rott'n Medlars thrive. moſt in this Then farewell Parſ*. 
"jp ry p: f 6 nadge, I ſhall ne're 


be poor, 
Honours accumulate, you grudge not at, EO 


Nor * envy ; 'ts _—_ Sir, are too far, . B—I Enyy not the Mi. 


Some SteepPr up to Heav'n ; others know well —_ = _ places. 
Downwards to build, oath upon 0ath, ro Hell ; 5,19 ce rnemSteeple 
upon Steeple ſet 


Better, more Churches on juſt ground ;, than cull. , en Ft thar 
One built on ſlaughter'd or {equeſter'd s&ull ; way tO * haps Ay 
If more by Laws indulgence, b' others Dole v 
Their one be ſure ſhall be a Capitole, 


a 3 
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"OP ANTI-BOREALE. 


But why [rn opera thus ſpeak of Law, 
| When none but lawleſs gobs gae —_—_ maw ? 
—Take into their Gills Yet mark ; wor food; but * P ck 3. This is ſaid, 
B--A Doſe of Churches, Others beſt morſels are their daily -bread, 
as men ſwallow Pills. T|].fayour'd cures ;tcke lean C 'S./tood untoucht; 
All fat _ theſe Kyrk-fleſh-books ſoon had 
clurchr, | | , 
B--Hundreds ofus turn Houſe and home ( ſo you whine it) y are turn'd 
our of Hayſle & home. out ; | 
-you being dead inLaw. p,ypember who began this rambling bout. ; 
5 | Then 'twas (near twenty years agor.,, we gather) 
B—did Walk & Haunt 7, * (car's Church- Wn Tr z Murder'd 
Are $owo- ogy as if OurFaruss $ 
youl'd Scare WS fry ? : 
he Read 4 And if in time Our SOVEREIGN heed don t take, 
RY Com. Praper.. Toul CHARLES the Firſt Him, Gr 0100s - 


Ki NG ts Make, 
B w_ C _ me now Repent ; think of Adonibezeck's crumbs - 
10 naand- » : bl G g, 
-- For Hereticks will anne =" ed, ef. raps Þ ons have your 


bura my Toes, 


* Z-They Swim in-Wine- And * toes 100, though in pain, to chide perchance 
nel an Grams. (Tow that * taunt others) your intemperance, 
B-May it be fo, till that But all invain ; this Presbyterian way, 
your Foes Repent- It ſeems, muſt have their Foes repent, rot they, 
B-Nho thinks an Inju- 
ry is done Hard-hearted Foes , with eyes 1n water ſtood, 
By an Eclyple to the Come, ſeethis * great *clypſe, mor like coal, but 
un[potted Sun ? bloa: C 


Beſide thoſe murderous Morphews, that blood- 
ſhed | 
Wherewith theſe City-dogs tongues are moſt red: 


B.Wh ty that Black That * black fedition, hangi on hs lips, 
na his row Creates this SUn of yours 4 foul Eclypſe, 


. Th Hand- 


 ANTI-BOREALE. 
Th Handkercher be laft Preach'd in, pull'd we's 
face, © 
More perfed# interpoſure, than that place, (to't 
And" Gazers more would draw ; et your mind 5—allure's SpeQators 
You nerd net dowbt «t all, but Dunne can dor'r, — P6and fo do you, 


Globes fit f intelligence, he,to [win 
he Worn | £ m's brine Y 4 
Higher by+h* head ty fin, hath been your ſtation, 
$0 ſhould be your deſervedexaltation, 
may we you * low vagrant Planets ken, Z--We your Brethren 
Tv! mere be ripaly * fixcd Stars, till then, poor Erratiques be ; 


D— Youwas a Fixed Star,, 


: : we ſee. 
Pell out with Egyprs plagues if that we be, Gow: -yiſits every 
Th is our healing, and retorming tyre, Limb 


Poor man, pt oor; firrs , * viſiration exaed B-DownlI goe next Vi- 
*Half-honr :9%' purpoſe ,mnybe here*ſuſpended, fication 
aff go your Fayl-bolts, Sir ; Lord Gowrt ts gone: _,. hag _ 
The s «mtr fafiing Catholicon, wn wat 2 IE 
if we U app ly'd, what you Ie 41," Graves can't doe.. z..Theſe Presb. Slayes- 
Wid ruve ull muÞ dyrs , © nd 'your Preaching t9v.;, will not give over 
A thing byV\llams marr td, ſuch —_——_— 3 Preaching in their. 
If Jails want * perfumes, Pulpres Jure want\(Cra- Graves, 

| B-Priſons do want Per-- 


Well, ifieth Jerme to free them wel” the Pews,. fuming mott of all. 
From deeyer eating Leproſyes thay Jews, B-Jtem you. play'd the 
( ſearch Thief— | 
M's for your” thieveries ; i gramted, on duc But your greateſt Theft 
we find themgrexeſt.in aud apouthe Church you- Adted. in- the 


> , . Church, 
Where your long'it Pray'rs. thieve moſt ; and”: B-Biſhop and Ld Maior 


May , Have turn'd a Den of! 
New-gate's both * Den.and Oratory too, Thieves t'an Houle: 
payik. of Pray'r 


This 
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This Thief devout, th' old porking-picking arte 
B-You ſtole mens hearts $till uſing, gets ſure ſomewhat elſe than.* 


aber 4 , jb YEH We 54 276} 4 L©: 
. | Chief at Church-robbing, ſpreads his Pulpit- 
Spoons, bowles, hand-ear-rings z thoſe Egyptian 


pays. "vg w's 

Melts to a Calf, whoſe horns in time, muſt fling 

And toſs up Houle of Lords, and gore the King ; 
One blow was Independent ; Caſar bore 
Twenty two Presbyterian ſtabs betore, 


B_.Thanks to the Bp | | 26 £4 (eyes 

Seer Sy 7 | But ſtill theſe ſhort-clok'd carrion Crows , the 

WY Firſt peck , that boys may lead, mock and deſpiſe 

rs Our Church, like blinded Sampſon , . whoſe rude 
ſtrength 


Muſt needs pull ruine on it ſelf at length, 

Right Pharaol's black-birds, Th* White-Top 
'Baskets Eye, | 

Stock at thoſe Church well bak'd-meats,, there 
they ſpye 

One for his coodnels, wiſdom, care, ſo great, 

(Boaz 4» Jachin both) high, as his ſeat : 

_ For ſhame gives ſome breath, ſpare this Age 
and Men, | | 

In times un-taught you, run th' old Round 

Agam, 


- 111! 4... Si Natura negat, tamen IndignatioVerſum 
- Qualemcungue facit— 


——_— 
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\PISCOURSE 

<< |  Occafioned by 

- M Calamies 

SERMON, 
El al, _ E the Ark. 


1 CunRon, 16,1, 


So they brought the Ark of God . and ſet it in the midſt of 
the Tent that David had pitched for it; and they offer- 
ed burnt Sacrifices and Peace- Offerings before God. 


——————-\ 1 is thefelicity of afMiRion, thatwhen 
Ee it will "i to finde reliet in no- 
thing elſe, it drives us unto God for 
refuge: And the diſtreſſed ſou], that _ 
ſhe may lay the ſtronger engagement 
for her ſuccour upon God, ſhe doth 
—_—_— a es 59m of grati- 
tude upon'her ſelf, In bis troubles David ſware unto the 


Lord, and vowed 4 vow unto -y Almighty God of _ aPll; 132.2 


Plal. 42. 4. 


Verſe 1, s. 


C.6.16. 
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A Vow that could not but meet with 2 yery gracious ac- 
ceptarions for thus he xeſolves, 1-will not come within 
the Tabernacle of my houſe , nor climbe up intomy bed. 1 
will not give ſleep to mine eyes , or ſlumber to mine ege-lias, 
Until I finde out aplace for the Lord; an Habitation for the 
mighty God of Facob: ted provideea enjoy anyſettle- 


pr 


ment in himſclf,till he had ided a ſettlemeatfor the 
Ant Fi YIW mas 


Inthis Vow his general aim was Gods glory 3 but a 
collateral benefit would redonnd to himſelf by it 5 (for 
it ir impoſſible we ſhould entertaina defigne 20 pleaſe 
God, butto our own advantage ) He had (ſoln:times 
been driven into-baniſhment through the ſeyerity of a 
jealous Prince, upon the ſuggeſtions of malicious Ad- 
verſaries z but the gall and worm of his exile, was, 
his ſequeſtration from the 4rk, the holy Ordinances and 
worſhip of his God, When 1 er theſe things, 1 
pour out my ſoul in me , for I had gone with the multitude, 
1 went with them to the Houſe of God, with the woice of joy 
and praiſe , with the multitude that kept holy- dey : Bur be- 
ing now Ceprived of the comfort of this Communion, 
2:.dof theſe Solemanitjes, he cries out, Xs the Hart panterth 
after the water Brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee 0'God, 


My [ent thirfteth fir God, for the Wing God, When ſhall I 


come and appear before God ? This, this was the bitterneſs 
of his exile, the ſaddeſt ſtrain and biirden of his lamen- 
tation. As ſoon thereforeas he-comes to be poſſeſs'd 
of peace, as the fruitot thoſe many. Viftories wherewith 
Almighty God had Crown'd:him ,- He reſolves to per- 
form his former Vow , nd tender it ava P=ace-offering 
tothe God of his Salv#ion.' Nowthe Sovereign p 
er is in his hands, and the Kingdom at his difpotal,-no- 
thing ſhall excommunicate him fromthe viſible {ymbols 
of Gods gracious'preſence. The City.of Dewid w_ 


m - x4 as 
I @& 
=—_ 


the Arkes Solemn Sentlement. 
be the Seat of "Gods ſolemniworſhipz and a Tear ſhall 
be prepared, whercinthe-facred Ark ſhall keep its Refi- 
dencey and all 7/raclſhall be invited to wait upon the 
Solemnity of its Inthronization 3 So they brought the Ark 
* of 6d, &c, 
Inwhich words we have three general Parts. 
« 8; The Tranſportation or Conduct of the Ark: 5s 
wg hf God. 
Sirvation or placing of it: And (they) fait - 
is tbe midft of the Tens Ps David had pitched for it. 
3s The Gratulation or Thankſ-giving for itz And 
ons offered burns Secrifices and Peace offerings before 
. ' The Object of allthis Cate, ehis Indeerment and j joy, 
rhe Ark of God: Touching which I hould give you 
an account of three things3 The Sirui7ure; The Fur- 
wherey And the Signification of it 5 But of all theſe the 
ſte Apoſils had nor leafure enough to ſpeak particu- 4, _ .. 
ys ho morehavel = Bin I halkfay what may be fuf- 
ficied6 by way of Tartodudion to a/ncedful Diſcourſe, 
for the undeceiving a . miſerably-cheated and ſeduced 


"x, For the StruQure of the Ark; I; was to be of 
Shicrim Wobd ,"2\nioft folid Wood, that would nor 
1and rhat was to be oyer- laid with beaten Gold 3 
as God Celighrs in the i matey ee and purity of 
ergo. Dedieared to his Service z So he de- 
fire make rhe ERC own Love and Mer- 


t was pe Are "of the Cvehbiir: becauſe is did, 
tide the Daw; which wasthe Condition upon which | 
God did Efpouſe that” people, and promiſe to make , 


Jos. OTE ed he Ark ,- We Tobimlh, Pea f63t 


was 


I Kings 8. 21, 


4 


Iſrael's Gratulation for 


* accedebat, impunitus non abibat : Tt any guilty perſon did 


approach it, it would not let bim depart unpuniſhed. 
When Moſes had made a Conqueſt of the Madienites, he 
made an order, that amongſt the women that were taken 


Num.31.17-18. Priſoners, the Virgins onely ſhould be reprieved from 
. death: But how did they make the diſcrimination ? The 


Joſh.7. 14- 


a Pſal.99.1. 

b Pſal.7 4 7. 
C P{a!.,84-10» 
4 Jer.19.12. 
c Plal.31.20. 
f Num. 10.35. 
Plal.68. 1, 


g 1 Sam.4. 


.þ Pfal.78. 61, 


Hebrews tell us, that, being all preſented before the Ark, 
the Yirgins remained as {nviolate as their ch z the 
reſt were ſtruck with an inviſible violence, hey 51; en 
the Majeſtatick preſence of it. And ſuch was the Lote- 
75 that diſcovered the Theft and Sacriledge committed at 
Ferichoz when all the Iſraelites marched by as innocent 
and unconcerned, the Ark did deprehead and arreſt the 
guilty Achay; be could not quit himſelf of the wiracu- 
lows ſeizure, nor deny this 24czte accuſation. 

3- Itis tiled The Ark of God, becauſe God was the 
Authour and Founder of it, He preſcribed the parts 
and the matter, the formand the faſhion, the »ſe and the 
ſervice of itz He conferr'd the grace and benefits that did 
flow from-it: This was his Seat *, his Habitation* , his 
Court ©, his Throye*, his place of refdence*, where he 
did youchſafe his. gracious preſence, and is- therefore 
dignified with the title of Fehovabt, | 

Andinre'erenceto the people 1frael,. this Ark was 
their Glory, their, S;rength, their Beauty 7 The, Glory i de- 


| parted from Iſrael, 8 ſaiththe wife of. Phineas, when the 


Ark of God was taken: And the Palmiſt ſaith, God fe- 


livered their frengeh into Captivity, and their beauty. into 


the Enemies hands*, It they wanted diref#iow, here 


E206, 35: 2%: they hadthe Oraclei, here they wereadmitted to confe= 


rence. with God himſcif 3. There 1 will mes: with thee, 
en- 


the Arkes Solemn $ ettlement. 


(faith the Lord to Moſes) and 1 will commune with thee, 

om above the Mercy ſeat, from between the two Cheru- 
bins, which are upon the Ark of the Teſtimony, of all things 
which I will give thee in Commandment unto the Children 
of 1frael, And becauſe they were worthily admired 


among all Nations for the Laws and Ordinances * which * Deu:.4.6. 


they ths receiv<d, this might very well be ca'lel their 
Glory, (not to mention the luſtre of the Ark it ſelf, or the 
ſplendour of Divine Majeſty that appeared init.) It they 
_ wanted protection, here they had an hoſt of Angels, the 
invincible Chariots of God, to pitch their Tents about 
them, repreſented by the Cherubins over-ſhadowing the 
+ Mercy-ſeat with their outſtretched wings; upon which 
account the Ark is called their frength - And if they 
were defiled and wanted pardon, here hep had the Pro- 
—_— and the Mercy-ſeat z and becauſe that ſoul is 
lefled and 499able in Gods eye whole lin is covered and 
blotted out, therefore the Ark was ſtiled.their beauty. 
This Ark did adumbrate the Myſtery of the Incarna- 


#lon”, It wasa Typeof Chriſt, in whom the courſe wood ——— 


Orat.43. 


was overlaid with pure gold, in that the fulneff of the 


Nicetus apui 


Godhead dwelt in him bodily. He is the. Oracle of his The. 24.102; 
Churchs for God ſpake to us by bx own Sox, in whom +4 in Col.z, 


were hid not the Tables of the Law only, but all che 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge. He isthe Mercy- 
feat, and the PG z for God hath ſet him forth ro 
be apropitiation throug 


proſtrated 
that he hath defeated the deſigns and diſſolved the works 
of the Devil, In him we have the Cherubins adoring 
him * ; and their wings to ſhelter us f'; The Angels af- 
cending and deſcending #pon the Myſtical body of he 


faith in his blood: And he hath Rem-3-25: 
, and cut off his hands and head, in 1 Sam.s.4. 


® Heb.3.6. . 
t John 1,ulr, . 


Son of man, to miniſter to ſuch as ſhall be Heirs of Saf Hebrwuit.. 


ation, He is made unto us wiſdom and righteouſneſs 2nd 
| | ſanttifi- 


a) Iſrael's Gratulation for 
4+ _ wor ag and redemption, and is the glory of bis pes- 
* 50. Gerhard, 2+ This Ark isa Type of the Church, © whichis the 
Loc.Cem. de Repoſitory of the holy Scriptures,and the Ordinances of di- 
| G2, Cor; wvine Worſhip; Where the Angels incampz where the 
_——e Counſel of God. is revealed 5 where Mercy and Pardonace 
F- diſpenced, 
3+ This is a Type of the Gofpel f , which is the word 
| Fo. Botſac. of wiſdow, and the mind of Chriſt * ; a myſtery which the 
mg he Angels defire ts look into3 and fo it anſwers to the 0r«- 
F:cor.3.16, cle 3 Itis the pledge of our peace, the word of Reconcilia- 
i Per,1.12. 8/033 and ſo anſwers to the wercy-Seat t Iris the Magazin 
and Armory, whence we are furniſhed with arms and . 
firength for our Chriſtian warfere: It puts upon us the 
whole Armour of God, the Shield of faith, the breeft-plate 
of righteouſneſs , the Helmes of ſalvation: This was the 
Iſraelites Paladiwm and Saniteary 3 It divided the waters 
of Forden, demoliſhed the Walls of Fericho,proftrated 
Dagon, and redeemed it felf our of captivity , whea the 
wicked Ifraclites had expoſed it to tte ſcorn and tri- 
umphs of the uncircumciſed 3 repreſenting hereby the 
Majeſty of the Holy Goſpel, which isthe power of God 
unto ſalvation, pulling down ſtrong holds; drying up 
the inundations of fin ind miſery', which Rand in our 
way to Heaven 3 prompting, and preſſing, and inabling 
us to work out our own ſalyation: In a word, it did not 
ſignifieleſs,and it could not well fignifie more,then God 
did really exhibit by it3 It hallowed every place where 
it ſtood, and bleſſed every perfonthat was qualified to 
receive a bleffing from it: This makes Dawid fo ena- 
mour'd of it, and all his ſubje&s fo rezdy ro conduit 
Sothe) brought the Ark, &Cc, 
| In this Tranſportation or Condut of the Ark,we bave 
two things to be inquired afrer: x, Whothey were yy 
i 


the Arkes Solemn Settlement. , 


did condu& it ? 2, How, or after what manner, they 
did condu it 

1. Who they were ? The Text faith, That David 
gathered all Iſrael rozether to Feruſalem, 10 bring up the Ark 
of the Lord wnto his place , which he ha4 prepared for it : » Chron. 15, 3, 
And David aſſembled the children of Aaron and the Levites: ® 3 
Ss David andthe Elders of Iſrael, and the Captains over 
thouſands, went to bring up the Ark of the Covenant of the 
Lord, Where we are toconſider, 1. By whoſe Au- 
thority and example it was Tranſported 3 By David the 
King's: 2. Under whoſe Inſpection and Miniſtry 3 The 
Prieſts and Levites: 3. With what Train and Atten- 
dants; Here were the Elders, and the Captains over 
thouſands, and all their Companies z for there were 
Thirty thouſand choſen men of 1ſrael, 2 Sam. 6.1. when 
the Ark was to be Carted to the City of Davids and 
ſ{urethere were as many now. 

I, By whoſe Authority and Example the Ark was 
ConduRed or Tranſlated 3 The people might not do it 
of their own head, no nor yet the Elders3 they had no 
Warrant forits Ic was done by David's, by the Kings 
Authority and Example: It was obſerved by the Phi- 
loſopher,that the King ought to be 75 93s 735 ©435 xvgroy, 
the Gran Gove:nour of things that pertain to divine 
Worſhip: The Model of this Ark was at firſt givea by 
God to Moſes 3 it was his Concernto ſee it made, being 
the Supreme Governourz and David's to ſee it kepr, 
The higheſt Honour the Royal Office entitles Princes to, 
is, to be Defenders of the Faith , Indeed Princes may do 
much co the advantage of Religion, as well by the en- 
couragement of their Example, as by their Authority 3 
and it 1s their intereſt to do their uttermoſt'y for, Thoſe 1. Sam. 2; 
that honour me will 1 honour , ſaith the Lordz Anditis 
ſaid of Lycargw., that he commanded nothing 7 his 
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Laws that he did not confirm by his example 3 and of 
Azeſslaus , itis ſaid, that he firſt of all performed thar 
himielt which he did injoin to othersz and David will 
not only make one, - but lead the Dance in this holy So- 
lemnity 3 and invite others by the force of his example z 
1 will bleſs the Lord at all times; His praiſe ſhall contins- 
ally be in my mouth: My ſoul ſhall make her boaſt of the 
Lord : The humble ſhall hear thereof and be glad: © 
magnifie the Lord with me , and let us exalt his name 
together: When ſuch eminent perſons ſhall advance 
the Standard of Piety, a plentiful train will follow: 
As the Fudge of the people is himſelf , ſo are his Officers x 
and what manner of man the Ruler of the City is, ſuch 
are all they that dwell therein : But the il preſident findes 
moſt followers3 men learn ſooneſt to write after a fox! 
Copy3 Good examples, for the moſt part, gain more 
reverence then {mitation : It is not enough therefore for 
a Prince to commend Piety by. bis Zxample3 old E1! 
did ſo much 3 He muſt 1mprint it by the Royal Stamp 
of his Authority : And to go regularly to work, he muſt 
inthe firſt place, exerciſe his Authority in ſctling the 
H:erarchy of the Church, under whole i»ſpetFion and 


- Miniſtry the Ark is to be conducted ; :nd thus did Da- 


wid, 1 Chron. 15.11, 12, Ard David called for Zadek 
and Abiathar, the Priefts, and for the Levites ,, for Uricl, 
Aſeiah and Fol, Shemaiah, and Eliel, and Aminadab , 
And ſaid untothem, Te are the chief of the Fathers of the 


' Levites3 ſanttifie your ſelves both , ye and your brethren, 


II. 
The Hierarchy 
of Prieſts and 
Levites, 


that ye may bring up the Ark of the Lerd Goa of 1ſrael unto 
the place that T have prepared for it, | 
This was the Hierarchy uncer whoſe 1nſpettion and 
Miniſfiry tte ſervice of the Ark was to be accompliſhed z 
wherein three things are conſiderable, 1. Their Conſe- 
crationand Sanity, 2, Their Subordination and /nequa- 
lity, 3. Their Regulation and Conformity. 1, Of 
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'. TI, Of their Conſecration and Sanity : It was nor 
cnough for them to be of the Tribe of Levi, (though 
God had raken that Tribe inſtead of the firft- born * of 
every Family, to miniſter unto him) there was a ſolemn 
ſeparation of their perſons to the ſacred Office : They 
were to be ſolemnly Anointed, Conſecrate1and Hallowed, 


to miniſter in the Prieſts Office® : and the Levites were «Exod. rg. x. 


to be cleanſed & (olemanly dedicated before the Lord, that 
they might execute the ſervice of the Lord®, and this 
was required indiſpenſably, under pain of death <: And 
beſides this Conſecration of their perſons , there was a 
prefatory ſanRifying, by way of preparation unto the 
addreſs , before they did officiate, r Chron, 15,14, So 
the Prieſts and Levites ſanitified themſelves tobring up the 
Ark of the Lord God of Iſrael, J 
2, For their Subordination and Inequality; this com- 
menced with the Ark it ſelf, by Gods own immediate 
Order: Aron, as a Type of Chriſt , was head of all; 
but Elea{r and 1thamar (no ſuch Types (to be ſure) in 
Aarons litetime) though under him, had very large ju- 
' risdictions ; all the Lewites were under their inſpeRion 
and command, Numb. 3, 4 
Beſides the family of Aaron,ttere were the Families of 
Cohath, Gerfhon, and Merari: Ot Cobath the.e were four 
Families, and each family had its Chief, or Ruler, and 
over all theſe was Elizaphan4 : Ot Gerſhon there weie 


two families z and each of them had its ke:4; and over 4Namb. z. 39. 


both theſe was E/laſaph©: Of Merari were two familie; 3 
and each of them bad irs hiad; aud ovec theſe waz Zuri- 
elf: Now all the Gerſhonites , with their Heads or Preſs- 
dents, which were 2630. And all the Merarites, with 
their Guides or Preſidents, which were 3200. were un- 
der Ithamars inſpeRion, Numb 4. 28. & 33. Eleazar 
bad his own family, with the _ rs and Heads —_ 

nd 
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And tte Cohathites, with the Raleys theteof (in fhimber 
2750.) as his peculiar Dioceſ: But beſides this, he had 
a general jurisdiQion over all the reſt3 He was Primate 
(under Aro») over 8580, Prieſts and Levitesz ati 
therefore he is ſtiled Princeps Principum, or Prelats Pre- 
l[atorum; the Prelate of the Prelates, or, which is all ne, 
Chief over the Chief, Numb, 3. 32, And all mattets 
that belonged tothe ſervice of God were generally unt- 
der his care and inſpe@ion, Numb, 4, 16, - 

This Subordination and Inequality did continue to the 


days of David; as appeats in the p{ace before mention= 


2 $am.15.29, 
2 Chro. 16.39% 


2 Chron. 8, 14. 


ed, 1 Chron, 15,11,12, Zadokand Abiathar, the Priefts, 
were aboveall the Heads of Levitesz and there was an 
inequality between the two Prieſts too 5 Ablathar attend- 
ed the Ark at Feruſalem , the higher funRion3 ahd Z4- 
4k, the Tabernacle at Giheon, There was a firſt and 


ſecond even amongſt the "gh Prieſts , -2 Kings 25. 18, 


And howexaQRly Devid (ctled this Hierarchy in its ſtate 
of Subordination and Inequality , ( when 38000. were 
put into 24. Courſes, under ſo many Preſidents 3 and 
all theſe under the JurisdiRion and Government of Z 4- 
dok and Ahimelech) you may findeat large, 1 Chyoy, 23, 
24, 25, & 26, Chapters 3 more particularly and cons 
citely, 1 Chron, 24. 3, 4, & 5. verſes, The Governours 
of the SandFuary , and of the Houſe f God, were of the 
Sons of EleaFar, and of the Sons of 1thamar z and the 
Offices were diſtributed for the ſacred ſervice : Bur of 
the Sons of Ele} ar there were fixteen Chiefs under Za- 
dek , and but eight of the Sons of 1th«mar under Ahimes 

lech: This leads us to | 
3. Their Regulation and Conformity: The Prieffs in 
their Courſes applied themſelyes to zhety ſervice 3 and 
the Levites to their Charges , to praiſe and miniſter be- 
fore the Prieſts, as the duty of every day required: Not 
a. 
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a Non-Confermiſt amongſt them : VVhar part of the holy 
FunRion was affign'd them they caretully obſerved, 
and kept their ſation and decorum exaRtly according to 
the tenour of the ſacred Canon: And that they might 
have no incouragement or pretenceto do otherwiſe, this 
Hierarchy of the Church was ſupported by a double pro- 
vilien: 1, Ot Maintenance. 2. Of Diſcipline. ; 

I, Their Maintenance did not depead upon the /be- 
rality of the people z they had an hononrable allowance 
ſetled by Law, bya divine, inviolable right z Sothart 
they had no temptation to hurr5 the Ark after the humour 
of the peoplez togratifie either their needs or their avs- 
rices Having the Lord for their porter, they diſdain'd, 
with a generous contempt, to betray the hononr and in- 
tereſt of the Ark, or the confidence and good- meaning of 
well diſpoſed people, to gain the little 7mpoſts and bri- 
bery, and: filsby lucre: And 

2. Iacaſeof Exorbitancy, there wasa Coercive pow= 
er inthat H:erarchy, to puniſh the diſorderly-perſon, ac» 
cording tothe quality of his offence 3 not only with ſþ#- 
rh1aal penalties, as ſ#ſþenſjon from the holy Function *, « Fers 2.62; 
and | Excommunicaiion trom the holy Offices of the 3Ez: 19. 8. 
Church®z bur with coppor«lpunifhments alſo, as impri- 77... ch. 

ſonment© ,, and inſome cales, with pain of death * : This Cap. 295 26. | 
Maintenance-and Diſcipline kept up Order and Conformity © Peute17-14% 
amongſt them: So that under the Authority and influ- 

ence of David, the King , you bavethe Prieſts and Le- 

wites marſhalled', the Hierarchy of the Chu. ch ready to 

attend. che proceſſion and ſolemn ſervice of the Ark.  - 

But apriva:e Office, perform'd by the Prieffand Le- 111. 
vite, or the Prieſt and his Clerk, will not ſerye Davids —— and 
turns He muſt hive the Ark conducted in ſuch an Equi- | 
page as becomes the divine M:jeſty it repreſented z and 
to.this end he ſummon'd: his Elders and Captains, n 
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the choſen men of 1ſrael, to make up a Train of Attens 
dants tor this great Solemaity. 

Firſt, The Elders z Chriſts Government differs from 
that of other Princes z The Government was upon his 


ſhoulders 5 but the Government is too great-a burden 


for the feeble ſhoulders of other Princes 3 Mofſe's ſhoul- 
ders did (ſhrink under it': They are glad therefore of 
Anxiliaries to afliſt them s andſuch are their Elders and 
their Captains: But judgement is to be uſed in the choice 
of Theſe z For inthe Machina or Engine-of Pol#ie,-the 
lower Wheels, to which the people are more-immedi- 
ately affixed , tavethe ſtrongeſt impulſe into their mo- 
tion: The great Wheel of Sovereign Authority , let it 


. move never ſo orderly, if the motion of ſubordinyie Ma- 


T'$yr ae, 10,1, 


giſtiatcs be irregular , the force of their il] example will 
h.vea more powerful influence upon the people, and 
carry their inclinations after it: Hereupon Fethro advi- 
ſcth Moſes to make choice of men fearing Goa, to be ſub- 
#dinate Magiſtrates z and David exhorteth not only: 
Kings in their own perſons, but ſuch as are put in Autho- 
rity under them, Pl), 2. Be wiſe now therefore O ye Kings, 
beinſtruced ye that are Fudges of the earth, ſerve the Lord 
with fear; and kiff the Son leſt he be angry: Princes are 
the more conce:n'd to haye an eye to Piety and virtue 
in their officers becauſe the people think, for the moſt 
part, thac they may read:the Princes inclinations in their 
piaRiſes T : Spots in the Sun and Moor are b:tter diſco-- 
vered by obſerving them in their Reflexes and Images in 
the water, then by looking upon their own bodies in 
their Mor/ons: In conſideration whereof , as well for 
reaſon of ſia'e as conſcience, David might reſolve as he 
doth, ſal 101,6, Mine eyes ſhall be upon the faithful of 
the land, that they may dwelt with me: He that walketh in @ 
perfect way, he ſhall ſerve mez It is tobepreſumed, that 

as 


hey 
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as it was in EJeklels Viſton z theſe Wheels of Subordinate Cop: 1. 


Goyernours do move according to the motion of the 
Spirit that is in the living Creatare, the original and vital 
Fountain of Authority. God takes of the Piris of Moſes, 
2nd puts it upon thoſe Elders that were to (hare with him 
inthe burden of the Governmeat uncer himzSome other 
g1aay ſpirit might haye v2 the whole frame of Govern- 
ment into diſorder and :onfuſton z but being aRed by 
the ſame ſpirit with Moſes , they aime at the ſame end, 
and carry on the ſame deſizne, to Gods glory and the 


well-fare of the people z When the ſþirit of Moſes reſted Numb. 11. 25; 
wpon them, they Propheſied and did not ceaſe z that is, Ex ©9416: 


Dei inſtints Deum, De1h laudes celebrabant 3 they were 
inſpired to celebrate the p;aiſes of the Almighty, The 
Elders that Rule well undera pious Prince , . do cor- 
reſpond and comply with him in his Devotions; as thoſe 
Elders in the Revelation did with the four Beafts z (which 
are conceived to be the tour Evangeliſts ) when thoſe 
Beaſts gave glory and honour to him that ſate upon the 
Throne , Then the twenty-four Elders fell down before him 


thas ſate upon the Throne , and worſhipped him hat liveth X**.4-9,10, 


for ever andever: Such were theſe E/ders here , they 
did comply with Dawidto attend the. Ark inthis Solemn 
Proceſſion, 

And ſo did the Captains tooz- not for faſhion ſake; 
I'wiſt , or meerly to pay a civil homage to their Prince, 
(like Naamay, when he went into the houſe of Rimmon) 
but out of devotion3 For Souldiers may be Religions 5 
we read of one Centurion that had a prodigious faith z 
1 have not found ſo great faith no not in Iſrael, of another 
commended for his worthy piety z He loveth our nati- 


Dn, and hath built ws a Synagogwe ; of another whoſe de- ,,_ 


votions ſoared [o high upon the wings of his almes and 
fafting , that they procured him an extraordinary vilita- 
tion 


3- 
The Captains! 


+ 


mw 
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tion of kindneſs from Almighty God : Souldiers are 
the ſnews of a Kingdom if they be lax and diſſolute 
through intemperance and effemingcy., the Rate of that 
Kingdom is but feekle ; if they be cut [under by Fatlons 
and Divifiens , it bas no ſtrength at all, but enough to 
enable it to tumble and wallow in its Rgoes. To 
ſtrengthen theſe pnewes there is po ſuch Anodyne ay Re- 
ligion5 and indeed, if -Souldiers be not Religiows , how 
will they ſerve their Prince, either for the Lords ſake, or 
for conſcrence ſake * Atheiſm cancels the two ſtrongeſt ob- 
ligations of a ſubje&s duty. and Allegiance: Galanzry 
wull carry but few to the Gateg of death for the ſafety 
and honour of their Prince 5 and if 2xtereſt be all the en- 
gagement he hath upon his Souldiers , #h4: may be 
bought off 3 the beſt Exchequer , the fulleſt Parſe will 
Carry it: If bis Captains be not Religious, the Prince 
cannot be ſo confident of their fidelity, to be ſure not of 
their valour and ſacceſ; for through faith the ſervants of 
Ecb.11:33,34. Godwaxed waliant in fight, put to flightshe Armies of the 
aliens , and: ſubdued Kingdoms 5 They, got not the victory 
through their omn ſtrength., neither mas it their own. 4x me 
that ſaved;them; but it was the aid and fayour of the 
Deity.whom they adored: Hereupon the Pſaimiſt faith, 
I will not truſt in my bow, it is not my Sword that fhakl help 
mes but it & this ( O God) that ſaveſt me, anaputteſs 
. them to.confuſyrn that hate me: Nop.eripio Magiſtratui ar- 
Typeriua i* 54-114. non pracido Conſilia. His enim Reſp . ſtat, illis defen- 
242  * ditur: Idonotdiſarmthe Magiſtrate of his Militia, nor 
cut off his Counfel:; for. the Common: weal is upheld by 
the one., and: defended by the other. As quovs reram 
Statu abſq, Dei. Numine nihil refte, geritur ;, deſÞeratis re- 
bus, quid ſutſidii reliquum-eſt, $5 non.Dems prepotens ath, 
immortal ? In the beſt ſiace of things nothing is well 
done without. Gods affiſtance 5 but when things. are 
| grown 
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grown deſperate, what Anchot to hold is ſteady 2 what 
SanRuary to flee to but only the defence of the Almigh- 


'2- Some put their truſt ia Chari#ts , and ſome in Hoy- 
es, but we will remembir the name of the Lord our God, 


Thty ate bronzght dow and falln, bit we are riſen and ſtand Pal. 20.73 8; 


apright, David thetefore will have no Souldiers to be 
of his Guafd , but ſuch as have a 4:vo11os for the Ark 
of God: And where there is ſuch a Prince after Gods 
own heart , ſuch a conforwvabli Prieſthdod., ſuch Religious 
Blders , (uch devout and zralokts Soulditrs , we may be 
corifident of an 9rderly , well-affetttd people; for it is 
the 1rregular Pieft , and the Seditiovs Elder, and the 
Fattions Souldier , that does diſt# 477 and imbroil 1 King- 
dom, and fill it with diſorder and confufion- Ina word, 
to ſhut up this Scene of our Diſcourſe z When a Prince 
comes newly to his Throne and the pofleffion of his 
Kingdom, all Degrees and Orders of men, under his 
Domizion, addreſs themſelves, to make their recognitl- 
01 of his Authority, and pay their homage tohim. Why, 
now the Ark of God was a going to be {nthronedin Sion, 
and take poſſeſſion , as it were, of its Kingdom ; and 
therefore David will have all his Subje&ts, of what rank 
of quality ſoever , preſent themſelves to acknowledge and 
performtheir reſpeRive Duty 3 the Prieſts to devote their 
zeal and diligence3 the Elders their Counſel and Autho- 
rityz the Captains their _ and wvalouys and all 
the people their fidelity and obeatence , to the Royal Prero- 
gative thereof, Thus we have given you an account of 
the firſt 2u4re, who they were that did Tranſport or 
Condu this Ark, in this pregnant Relative, They'z So 
They brought, 

2. How they did Tranſport and Condud it? 1. With 
what Carriage or Inſtruments ? 2. With what Pomp and 


Solemnity ? ( in which (as in the other general parts that 
£ are 


- 1 
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areto follow) I muſt be more brief, that I may come 
timcly tothe pitch of my defigne, the Application.) 

.1. With what Carriage and Inffruments? To ſet the 

Ark of the Covenant upon a Cart, and commit itto the 

. blind conduct of a pair of Kine, was ſomewhat tolerable 

: in the Philiſtims, who had no Prieſts that were rightly 

th dedicated tothe moſt high God : And they bad ſomuch 

' reverence to ir, as to ſet it upon a Cartthat had not been 

Over-worn inthe ſervice of the world , inthe drudgery 

of their ſecular imployments z a new Cart will leſs pro- 

faneit then the ſhoulders of an old uncircumciſed Phi- 

liſtine: They had ſo much care and reverence too, asto 

commit it to the conduRof ſuch Kine, as being ſent 

from their Calves, would be ſure not to hurry it on too 

faſt, ro run it into the danger of an utter over-throw: 

It might bave fall'n into the hands of ſome men much 

more ra(h, unreaſonable, and head-ſftrong: But yer, 

that this ew Cart and thoſe Kine ſhould carry it as they 

did , was ndt without a miracle, as the Learned think, 

When the Ark is withia the confines of 1ſr«e!, where 

thereare Prieſts anointed and ballowed co attend upon 

ir, to Cart it then, whether out of ſloth, or negligence, 

out of irreverence or careleſneſs, out of Fat#0z or 1n- 

conformity, is (uch an iatolerable contempt and propha- 

nation, as God will notlet go unpuniſhed. David doth 

acknowledge thar the breach which was made upon them 

by the death of UJz4h,was for this diſorder,(1Chron.15, 

13. for God will have things performed in their due or- 

derin his ſervice) and that afflition' was an inſtruction 

tohimsz and m:idehim apprehend that none ought to 

* : Chron, x5, Carry the Ark bur the Prieſts and Lewites *  whows the 

2. & 2 Chron, Lord had choſen for that Miniſtry 5 And well might they 

$45. w_ undertake it5 for the Ark of God wat not like the Idols 

z ifs. 46.1, Of Egypt, «burden tothe weary Beaſt T : it did not oppref 

or 


- 
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orowaegine Prieſts ſhoulders; for, the Text ſaith, The 
Lord helped hem 10 bear it, 1 Chron.15.26, Such is Gods 
goodnels, if we will but ſeriouſly endeevenr it, we Can- 
not wanta ſufficient aſſefance to perform our expe ted 
duty, Thus youſee with what Carriage or Inſfirements 
the Ark was tranſported. But 

2. With what powp and folemnity ; and of this, we 
may obſerve that it was very great, but withal very p#- 
os, very decent, very delightful, and very cordid. 1. 4 
pioxe ſolemnity ; It began with an accuſtomed Form of 
Prayer; tor ſo Moſes had taughtthem, when the Ark ad- 
vanced, to ſay, * Riſe Lord, and let thine enemies be ſcat» * Num.10.z5; 
tered, Totheir Prayers they added Sacrifice, 1 Chroy. 2558. 1,2. 
15.26; A Sacrifice of thawksgiving , that God did 
youchſafe not only to ſpere the Levites, whereas he had 
ſmitcen MJ; butalſo to rs them in their Miniſtry 
andchatcheir deyotions might be the more r4t2onal, they 
makethem ineligible by a Plilm of praiſe newly pena'd, 
on parpale toadorn the pomp af this ſolemaity, 1 Chron. 
16. 7-0, 

2, It was 4 fecent Solemnity ; for David was clothed : Chron.r 5.27 
with a robe of fic linen, and al the Levites that bare the 
Ark, and the Singers, aud Chenaniab the Maſter of the 
Song, with the Singers; David alſo had upon him an Ephod EW 
of linen. The Ephod was an habit appropriated ro Gods REES 
Service: And there were two ſorts of them ; one yery : $*m-2.13.8 
rich and coſtly, peculiar to the High- Prieſt, made of blew, ® *>939t-t4: 
purple, ſcarlet, and twined linen, cunningly wrought and 
embroidered with gold, of which, Ex0o4.28. 4 6, the other 
was a veſtmest ot (ines for Priefts and Levites, which 
others might freely uſe alſo (though we finde it no where 
prefcribed to.them z ) and ſuch a one David uſed at this 
time, (ay the _ Annotators) not only as being on 2 Sam 6.14 
morelightand ftt ftor-motion, butallo to ſbew his dewort- 
| D on 
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See Dr. Ham, 
Notes ypon 
Rey.19.8, 


* Deut.28.47, 
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0n in hu religious Service, Here was decency, and a figs 
nification of devotion in the uſe of this garment, (I pray 
obſerve, and carry that home with' you) and hereupon 
the Yotaries of the Lamb of God are repreſented to 
St Fohn, as ce'ebrating the ſolemn Service of God inthe 
Chriſtian Church in ths habit, Revel.19, | 

3, 1t was a delightful Solemnity: For, There was ſhout- 
ing, and the jos the Cornet, and Trumpets and Cym+- 
bals, making a noiſe with Pſalteries and Harps, x Chron, 
15,28, God requiresthat his people ſhould ſerve him 
with joy and glaaneſs * 5 and as well to blow up and. in- 
flame that ſacred fire, as to entertain and difcover it, he 
allows the uſe of theſe bellows, Mafica! Inſtruments, as 
well as Yoices, When our melody-is þirit»al, and does 


, not degene:ate into carnality and looſeneſs z when the 


Joha 4. 


Holy Ghoſt isthe Maſter of the Mwfick,it is ſo great an ad- 
vantage to our deyotions, that we are exhorted, even 
under the New Teftament, (where all the Worſhip of 


} God is to be performed in Spirit and in Truth) eyen 


| Eph.s. 28, 19. 


Col.3, 16. 


here, under the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, we are ex- 
horted to uſe ir, to raiſe up our devotions, tothe edifica- 
tion of our ſelves and others: Be wot drunk with wise 
wherein i exc:ſs, but be filled with the Spirit: ſpeaking to 
your ſelves, and admoniſhing others'in Pſalms and Hymns 
and ſpiritual Songs, ſinging (with your voice) and making 
melcay (with muſical inſtruments ) with grace in your 
hearts unto the Loxd, And accordingly, 

4. This was a cordial Solemnity, There are a ſort of 
men in theworld, ſo raſh, ſo #ncharitable, ſo cenſorious, 
that they condemn all the Service-that is performed to 
Almighty God with pomp and ceremony, or any of 
ſolemnity, as meerly formal and hypocritical, Let the 
praRice of David upon this occ:fion confute their vain 
and falſe imaginations, It is acontradiRion to ſay, the 
_ more 
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more there is of delight, the leſs there is of the ſoul in 

any ſervice. Davidperform'd this duty not only with 

joy and gladneſs * , but with all his might; and the holy * Chron. rg; 
extaſies of his ſoul cauſed a religious tranſportation and 25: P 
rapture in his body in theſe exerciſes z for he danced be- * — 
fore the Lord with all his might  : When his heart danced + ,$,.m.5. 14; 
ſo for joy, his body could not chuſe but ſympathize in 

the paſſion, and dance in grave and comely meaſures 

with it: My heart and my Ach cryeth out forthe living God, 

Pſal. 84.2. When 1 went with the multitude into the howſe 

of God, 1 poured out my ſoul in me, ſaith he, Pſal, 42. 4. 

4, e. I emptied my elf of all carthly and carnal delights, 
that I might be filled with the plesſores of Gods houſe 3 39 Frum 
I expatiated and enlarged my defires and faculties, that 
I might becapable to receive the influeaces of ſo great a 
blefing, His body was inthe dence with the decency.of 
an Ephod z but his very hears and ſoul were in the joy of 
this holy proceſſion, ſo cordial and fo delightful, lo de- 
cent and ſo plows was this Solemnity. And thus we have 
done with the firſt general part of the Text, the Tranſ- 
portation or CcnduR of the Ark; Sothey brought the Ark 
of God: We come now tothe ſecond, 

2, The ſcituation of it: And they ſet it in the Tent that 
David had pitched for it, This was ia the City of David, 
a part of Feruſalem, where the Court was kept! David 
knew there was need of a ſovereign Amslet againſt thoſe 
temptations that do uſually Faunt and follow greatneſs : 
The iplendour of a Court might poſhbly dazzle his eyes 
and wake him forget his duty z *tis good therefore to 
bave the light thereof eclipſed by the greater ſplendour 
of a divine Majeſty, The bands of Religion may be 
drawn ſocloſe and tyed fo f: about his ſoul upon the 
frequent fight of ſuch a ſacred Shrine as the Ark was, 


that nothing could eaſily puff it up, or make his ſpirits 
D 2 lye 


2 Sarg.6.12. 


50 Ifracl's Gratulation for 
fye out into difſohution: The fight of thi was apt to 
ſtrike rhe heart with awe and reverence, 

2. But beſides, David was certainly inform'd that 
the preſence of the Ark had brought fignal bleſgings, 
evidences of Gods favour, upon the Family of obed- 
Edems; and why ſhould not he endeayour to ſhare in the 
benefir, who had at leaft-as-good a Title as 0bed-Edon 

1 Cor.12.31, - tOthe Ark it ſelf ? To cover rhe buff gifts, and that ear- 
neſtly , is a very commendable part of our duty: Yo 
hunger and thirſt after reno after ſpirifual bleſ- 
ſings, is a holy thirſt and hunger: To be ambiiiows to be 
* x Chron. 17. had in favour and in honour * with the Divine Majeſty, 
36, is a good ambition, | 
3.-If the Ark wereſeated here (in the City of Da- 
vid) whither the Tribes aſcended for civil Juſtice, they 
might very commodiouſly receive the myſteries of Reli- 
/onadminiſtred together with it, and the bleſsings that 
ould be derived from the ſalutary preſence of the Ark 
upcn the Royal Family , would be of a more general 
concernment, like a fruitful inundation, which having 
its ſource from the top of ſome high mountain, waters 
all the vallies round about. | 
2, David had here prepared for the Arks and there- 
fore it is ſaid, impoſuerunt eam in loco ſuo, they ſet it tn 
his own place : For when a man paſſeth a ſurrender of any 
Thing or Placeto the uſe of Almighty God, and appro» 
priates it to his Worſhip by the act of a ſolemn dedicart- 
07, God accepts of it, ownes it, calls it 4, and makes 
it holy z holy always, in relation, by his gracious accepra- 
tion ot ir, and holy ſometimes, by agracious manifeſtati-- 
on of his preſence initz and then it is to be reverenced, 
not to be alienated, or converted unto any profane or 
common nſe. To this purpoſe we have theſe expreſsi- 
ons in Holy Scripture z Go #0 my plate which was in Shi- 


to, 


2 San. 6.17, 
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lo, where 1 put my name at the firft, Jer. 7.12. My houfe 
ſhall be calted the houſe of prayer: Mat. 21-13. Keep my 
Sabbathes and reverence my Santtuwry; Levit. 19. 30, 
Put off 1hy ſhoves from off thy feet, for the place where thou 
ſftandeſt is holy ground, Exod. 3, 5. to which alludes, 
Keep thy fort when thin comeſt into the houſe of Gad, 
Eccieſc5. 1, - 

Becauſe the Ark had been placed in thi City of Da- 
wid, and ſo had hallowed it, Solomon thinks it not fir, 
thinks it would be a prophanation, to convert it into 2 
Conrt for Pharaoh's Daughter, though his royal conſort, 
2 Chron, 8,11. Andour Saviours zee! was ſo ſtri& in 
this point, he would not ſuff-r any of them #0 carry their 
common Feſſels thorow any part of the Temple, Mark 11, 
16, Have ye not houſes 10 eat and to drinkin, faith the A- 
poſtle, to ſuch as prophaned the place of Gods worſhip, 
with intemperance, or deſpiſe ye the Church of God? 
x Cor. 11,22, 

3. 1nthe Tent,or Tabernacle, which David had pitched, 
David did not make choice of a Tabernacle to ſave 
charges, He was aſham'd to ſee himſelt live in more 
State, in reſpeRt of habitation, then God dids to ſee 
himſelf lodged in a Palace of Cedar, and the Ark be- 
tween courſe C#r:4ins : out of zeal therefore, he deſign- 
eda Houſe forthe Lord, a Houſe that ſhould be exceed- 
ing magnifical , of fame and glory among all Countries, 
x Chro. 22, 5. andalthough this was but a piece of will» 
worſhip in him, baving as yet received no command or or - 


der, © nodiret#on or intimaiion for it 3 yet God accepts +, gow, 
of this pious inrendment, 1 Kings 8, 18.. and, ſince : Cho. 17.5; 


David had intertain'd the thoughts of a Temple, God 
would have it ſvcha Temple(to honourthe zcal of bis 
deſigns) as ſhould be a type of heaven, a type of the Church 


. trismphant 3 T but then, though he had piouſly _ FRex.31.19; 


VC 


2 Sam. 6.17] 
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® 1 Chron. 23; yed it, David muſt not be allowed to build it 3 * for Da: 
6,010 widwasamanof war, and heavenis to be prepared for 
us by the Prince of Peace z this work therefore muſt be 
reſerved for Solomen. But forthe Church militant, re- 
* Rer.21,2,3; preſented by a Tabernacle, * always in.a moveable po- 
ſture, ſubje& to forms and deportations, a warHke Prince 
may prote& and ſhelter, endow and adorn #h4t, after 
this example of King David, Who pitch'd a text for the 

Ark of God, 
And now the Ark is brought under Davids roof, I 
hope the Proverb is not verified in hims The neerer #0 
Church, the further from God; I hope itis not for Srate 
* Beati qui me- and Pomp that he deſigns this neighbourhood with the 
ſeDeo. Sed Almighty: No, noyit is, that hemay gain an opportu- 
memento quod Nity at band, to celebrate the ſolemn ſervice of God 5 
I =P » which he doth therefore religiouſly henſel, with the Sa- 
apt ary «- Crifice of a dutiful F ra. for { they offered barnt 


preximant ie ſacrifices and peact-offerings before God, ] which is the laſt 
JN part of my Text, 


4k. To be poſleſs'd of God , to fit under the ſhadow of . 
his wings, to communicate in the Ordinances of his wor- 
ſhip, and #mbibe the influences of his Miniſtry, what an 
ineffable bleſſing / how much this Prince and People 
valued this injoymeatz how much their hearts were ra- 
viſh'd with their ſucceſs in this happy ſertlemeat, we may 
colle& from their oblations3 which were the beſt the Le- 
vitical Law had recommended ;z God did require; he did 
expect no better from them, 

We may takeathreefold view of them. 1. In theic 
nature or kind: Burnt ſacrifices 5 what they werez peace- 
offerings, whatthey were: 2, Intheir conjuncture and 
aſſociations burnt ſacrifices and peace-offerings, together : 
3, Intheir ſubordination and order ; firſt, burnt ſacri- 
fices, and then, peace-offerings, before God, 


I, For 
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1. For their kind and nature : the burnt ſacrifice Was 
to be of the beſt in its kind z.a male and without blemiſh 3 
and (that I may, in brief, give you the Hiſtory, and the 
Myſtery, and the Morality of it) it was ſtiled a Holocauſt 3 
becauſe herein neither the Prieſt, nor the party that 
made the ablation, was to have any ſharey but it was 
wholly ro be conſumed by the ſacred fire, that ie mighe 
aſcend up in flames, in reverence to the moſt high 
God. 

It wasa Teſtification of Gods Swpream Dominion over 
them and ſoit was deſigned to make an acknowledge- 
ment of his Sovereignty to honour hims and it was a 
Recognition of their ſubjetHon, and dependency , and ſo it 
was defigned, to make an atozement, to render him 
placid and gracious. 

The Offerer was to lay his 44nd upon the 4ead of the 
Sacrifice to thi effe&, Levit, 1. 4. He ſhall put his hand 
»p0n the bead of the burnt offering, and it ſhall be accepted 
for him,. to make atonement for bim, By this Rite and 
Ceremony (of laying the hand upon the bead of the Sacrt- 
fice ) 1. Hedidtransfer all his intereſt in itupon God, 
and dedicated it intirely to Gods honour, 2. He did ,,,,,un inp 
hereby transfer the gu4ls of his own fin upon the Sacrs- fitio ſmbotum 
fice, and devoted #t, in his own: head, to-the wrath of CS 
God, for that guilt, 3. He did transfer the propriety rewm in boſti- 
and intereſt that he had in himfe/f, and reſiga'd it up, for an 
the future, to Gods ſervice. This was the fignification jig pu fon tn” 
of that Rite and Ceremony, 

Butthere is a Myſtery beſides in this ſacrifice z- it was 
a Type and +7 4 poqggpng of the ſpotlef Lamb of God, who | 
geve himſelf for us, an offering and 4 ſacrifice to God, for oil 5-3: 
4 ſweet ſmelling Savour, 

And a twofold end was aim'd at inthat oblation 
z,. Gods Honour, 2, Our Atonement; for he did gs 
rifie 


1J 
Fx 


* Jobg. 28, 


Rev. 8: 334+ 


2 
ohn 17.4: yifie God, Þ and was the 
John 3, 3. 


Iſrael's Gratulation for 
tou for our 

Andif David offer'd ſscha ſacrifice to God, to ſhut 
up this great ſolerwnity, it may teach us modeſty and cav- 
tion 3; not to be too confident , not to relie upon the 
worth of our own performances : but to ſuſpeR their 
imperfe&ion, and our own failing in them. Fob was 
afraid his (ons _ take a ſ#rfeit of pleeſures in the 
freedom of their hoſpitable entertainment of one ano- 
ther z and theretore his care and piety did always apply 
a burnt offering tothem for an Antidote, Fob 1.5. it is 
notgood to betoa confident 3 werebar omnie opers meas 
I was jealous of all my works, ſaith Fob, * we may be 
ſurprized in our devotion ; there may be {niquity in our 
holy things, Our ſpiritual ſacrifices do not always aſcend 
inſo pwre aflame, but ſome cloud may darken them, 
It is the Angels Addirional incenſe offer'd up with the 
prayers ofthe Szits, uponthe golden Alter, that makes 
them aſcend like an accepta erfume before the 
throne of God, David perform'd this ſervice for the 
Ark of God with a moſt exquifite deyotion : but left 
ſome dead fly ſhould be blown accidentally into this pot 
of precious oyntment, left ſome circumſtantial miſcarri- 
age ſhould have ſullied the beauty,and blemiſhed the per- 
tcRion, and abated the worth of it, he addesthe cauti- 
onary atonement of a burnt ſacrifice, 

Fut, 2. if you look-upon th# Sacrifice, as defigned 
to the honour of the Divine M:jeſty, abſtracted from 
all conſideration of making him propiriows tothe offerer s 
then it courts our devotions with this infinuation, that 
wz are not our own, God hath an abſolwte dominion over 
us3 and therefore we are wholly at his ſervice , and 
ought to reſign our ſely:s up #ntirely to his difpoſal 3 that 
no creature may ſhare inthat «vine honowr, which we (0 
deſervedly ow, and ſhould as worthily renderto him z 
torhs glory he will not give unto another. 2, The 


$*, 
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2. The Peace-offering was 2 Sacrifice, whereof the blogd 
and the fat went tothe Altar * 5 the breaſt and the right *® God mas to 
ſhoulder tothe Prieftzthe reſt was to be eaten by the offer. ave the far 
er, In ths,the Prieſt and the people did communica'e wi '1 the __ Fo he 
God, and with one another, like friends teſting roge rams wy 
ther upon one and the ſame ſtock of ente.tainment. This oy eye 
oblatioa was offer'd, either by way of gratu/ation and ve» Liv 3.344. 
thanks, for ſome benefitalready received ft, (according T7 112 
to ſome former vew, voluntarily made to that purpo'e;) = 
of which the Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh, Pſal. 116. 12.13 14 
What ſhall 1 render unto the Lord for all his ben: fits towaras 
me? Twill take the cup of ſalvation, and call upon the name Ti* firit ex 
of the Lord, I will pay my vows unto the Lord: nowin Je 
tbe preſence of all his people, This cup was an attendant! ſp- impetrandi, 
upon 14 oblation 5 for of the peace-«ffering they did 717” 10 41 
communicate, and rejoyce before the Lord, and took a © 
cup of wine, which was called the cup of ſalvation and 
the cup of blefing ; becauſe they gave ſolemn thanks,and 
bleſſed God for his ſaving health and beacfi.s, 

Or, 23. Th« oblation was cffter'd by way of Yote and Gerbard, Loo, 
Option tor ſome enſuing favour. The [ſraelices had _ leg.Cer. 
a juſt cauſe, but very iil ſ«cceff, in their expedition a» Thum.12.9.10% 
gainſt the Benjamites, They ;eceived two detears with uo Ex de- 
the loſs of 49000 men 3 but that they might prevail with ,,; _— 
God to affiſt and proſp.rthem intheir next engagement, vel accepti. 
They came unto the houſe of Ged and wept, and ſate there 
before the Lord, and faſted that day until Even, ani offered 
burnt offerings and peace- offerings before the Lord, Judg, 

20, 26, and ſo1 Chron. 21. 26. ber=the delign 'n theſe 
oblations, was to make atonement, and p'ev.il for futwre 
peace and ſalvation. 

And methinks, in the very nature of theſe « fferings 
there is an inſinuation of the neceſſity of our perſeve- 
rance, and of Gods continsal grace and aſſiltance _ 
effec, 
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effet, Thevery fame eblation was offer'd not only by 

way of gratulation » in thankfulneſs, for a benefit alrea- 
dy paſt; but alſo by way of vow, for the imperration of 
one 10come. When we arrive at beavey, our ſacrifices 
ſhall be nothing elſe but the adoratioa of acknowledge- 
ments in a way of praiſeand thankſgiving : but while we 
are Militant here on earth, ourpraiſes are tobe attended 
with atonement, and our thankſgivings with Litenies and 
ſupplications, We muſt, not think that we have the 
goal preſently, becauſe me haye Gods bleſfing and aſ- 
fiſtance at our ſetting forth, We may _ well, and 

yer fall ſhort of the mark z we may r»y, forafit, « heat 
or two, and yet loſe the prife-: it is perſeverance-thar 

\1zins the Crown; and Gods grace that enables us to hold 

out to the attainment of it, The deſign of _— 
ferings therefore muſt be, not only to «cknowledge 

* ade, Pl, TEICY of God, that did prevent us z but alſo to engage 
1 gs | will * his fayour,that it may tollow us, «fl tht days of our lives; 
_ = cup _ and (ſuch were —— in the foi? _ offer'd 
wyarion an” burnt ſacrifices 3 they offer'd peace- offerings, before the 
—_—=— Lord 4 Thy for the nature and bind of their obla- 
Lord. tions, 

2. Forthe aſſociation and conjunFare of them: Burnt 
ſacrifices, and peace-offerings 5 God is to be adored and 
worſhipped, for his ew» ſake , out of reverenceto his ex- 

_ cellent Majeſty 5 this is fignified by the burnt ſacrifice g 

+ Hujuſmod! F4and he isto be adoredand worſhipped, out of Grati- 
enim [acrifici- , d Tf F- : 

wn offerebatur 1#de for his goodneſi rowards ws z this is fignified by the 

Des ſpecialiter peace=offering. The firſt is togive him praiſe; The ſe- 

CT: cond, to give him thanks 3 and whoſe offereth me praiſe 

u, &c. Them, 4nd thanks he bonoureth me, Pfal, 50, they are put both 

whi ſupra. together there inthe Pſalm, and here upon the Altar, 

We muſt be mindful to acknowledge and honony God 5 

and we muſt be mindful to releveand ſave our ſelyes 3 

but 


ns, 
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but Gods glory is to be ſought in the firſt place 3 our own 
advantagein the ſecond, and ina way of ſubordination 
to it, The burnt ſacri rſt, and then the peace-offer- 

to ſecond its that is the third, the Order in theſe Ob- 
lations. Gods intereſt muſt be prefer'd before our own z 
his 2/ory before our ſalvationyz and becauſe God,heareth 
not finners, the «#owement ſhould be made firft, to re» 
concile our perſons, that our ſervices of gratitude may 


find a gracious acceptation. Hence the Pſalmiſt 3 Purge p6l.51.7,93145 
we wit "1 , and 1 ſhell be clean; hide thy face from my 1%, 


ſons, and blot out all mine iniquities : Deliver me from 


blood-guiltinefs3 and then, * when my atonement is thus * cum ego per- 
fefe repararm 
& julificatus 
fuero. Bellar, in 
Pal, 50, 


made, they ſhalt thou be plesſed with the ſacrifices of right 


conſneſs. 

| And if they be offer'd up inthe memory and wirine of 
Chriſt, hat greas Holocauſt, through him, God will ac- 
cept both of w and of our efferings z which are no other- 
wiſe acceptable unto eternal life, but only zhrowgh Feſws 
Chriſt our Lord, 

And the Roye! Prophet could not chuſe but remem- 
ber him in this ſolemaity z for as well the Ark as the ſa- 
erifice was a Type of him3 and ſothey brought the Ark 
of God intothe City of David, and ſet it in his place, i» 
the tewt which David bad pitched for it ; and they offered 
burnt ſacrifices and peace-offerings before God, Would 
you know Davids inducements to perform all this (er - 
vice for the Ark ? they were foury his need of it, his 
levero it, his#ztereſt in it, and his advantage by it, 

1, Hiszeedofirs andthat we find him the more ſen- 
ſible of, ia his exile from it 5 (as men, for the moſt part 
do, Magis carendo quam freendo , they underſtand the 
uſefulneſs of rhings better by the wane of them, then by 


7 


their enjoyment3 ) here was his Abyſms Abyſſum , one paal.g2.;, 


deep calling upon another 3 for he was brought very low, 
E 3 many 


Pſal. 63-1, 


Wbid. Verſ. 2. 


Pfal. 84.12. 


U 
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many times, brought into {nex1ricable perplexities 3 why 
ars thou caſt dewn, O my ſoul ? and why art thou ſo diſquies- 
ed within me ? He was in the @, and wanted comfort, 
and nothing but the 4rk ofþGod could relieve and afford 
him Cordials z 0 ſend ouf#hy light and thy truth : let them 
lead me, ( and leſt my heavineſs and ſtupidity ſhould 
tempt me to make ahalt) /et them bring me writs thy holy 
hill, and to thy Tabernacles, And in another place his 
need makes him more impetuoxe in bis acclamationss- 0 
God, thou art my God, early will 1 ſeek thee : my ſoud thirſt« 
eth for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee: would you know 
how importunate, how wislent theſe paſſionate appetites 
are? you muſt frf be fick, you muſt be with c6/l45 
when you are fick of love, when Chriſt is formed in you, 
then you will ##derfland the nature of that ſacred thirſt, 
that ſiritual longing 5 for it is only to be felr, not fully 
to be interpreted, But what is the reaſon 2 his extream 
needs, the aridity, the drineff and deſolation of his ſoul, 
it was, in 4 dry and thirſty land where no water was, Burt 
wherethe Ark is, there God is, and with thee s the well 
of life 3 this therefore is the obje of all my thirſt and 
longing, 19ſee thy power and glory, ſo as 1 have ſeen thee 
in the Santtuary. 

2. Aſecond motive was his loveto the Ark. Pſal. 26, 
8. Lord I have loved the habitation of thy houſe, and the 
place where thine honour awelleth, But more paſhonately, 
Plal, $4.1,2, How amiable are thy Tabernables, O Lord 
of Hoſts ! my ſoul longeth, yea even fainteth for the Comrts of 
the Lord: my heart and my fleſh crieth out for the living God. 
He hath in his ſoul the p-ſ{#ons of a woman with child; 
he longs, and becauſe be cannot haye his longing preſent- 


. b, there follows a Deliquinm, a defailance in his ſpirits, 


his /oul fainterh 3 and as longers uſe to do many times, 
he falls in #rave/, and his pangs and throws are ſo great, 
at 
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that his heart and fleſh, both cry out for the living God 
and nothing can keep him from wiſcarrying, from loſing 
the freit of this 3ravel A ſoul, bur a fg of Gods 
Ark 5 ſuch a favour as thi iſe allay and becalm and 
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fatisfie all theſe paſſions, Bleſſed are they that dwell in thy Veil. 4: 
houſe 3 they will be ſtill praiſing thee : One day in thy Courts, vc 


and door- keeper there,is high preterment in the eſtimation 
of a pies Prince, that hath a true devotion to the Ark 
of God. 

3. A third inducement was his J»tereſft in the Ark : 
and this #»tereft depending upon his intereſt in God, they 
run, as itwere, parallel; hence, Pſal. 43. O ſend our 
th light, &c, (as before) Then will 1 go unto the Altar 

God, wnio God my exceeding joy (and) the God of my 
Prength * : yeaupen the Harp will I praiſe thee, O God, my 
God, He will bear apert in the ſolemn ſervice before 
Gods Ark; and the intereſt he has in it makes his 64»i/h- 
went the more intolerable 3 when Lremember theſe things, 
1 pour out my ſoul in me (grief and ſorrow having difſol- 
ved itz) for 1had gone with the multitude, 1 went with 
them 10 the houſe of God, Pal. 42, 4, 

4+ The fourth and laſt inducement was the advantage 
he had by the Ark ; and that was double. 1. Prote(#1- 
on, Pſal. 27. 4,5. One thing have 1 deſired of the Lord, 
that I may dwell in thebowuſe of the Lord, 1 behold the beau- 
ty of the Lord, and to inquire into his Counſel tor my ſafe- 
tys For inthe time of trouble he ſhall hide me in bis pavilli- 
0n, &c. (ee Pal: 31, 20, 

2. Here he finds ſatisfa&ion: here is a Fulip will ſlack 
his thirſt 5 inebriabuntur, they ſhall be incbriated, abun - 
dantly ſatisfied with the pleaſures of thy houſe, &c: upon 
this account, ſuch as do approach Gods Ark are bleed, 
Pſal,65.4+ And now having given you theſe induce- 
wents.of his devotion , I havedone with my Text, mw 


« 43+ 
Verl. 3, 4: 


* Verl. 2. 
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I cannot enter upon my __—_— without a Preface 


and what Preface fo ſuitable as a reflexion upon thofe 
ſignal impreſſes of Gods favour ſtamp'd upon us imme- 
diazely before the late fatal revolution 3 whereby we 
may take a proſpetF of our own happineſs, inthe proſpers- 
ty and flouriſhing condition of our Church and Nation: 
we were like that Yize of Iſrael, which God ſometimes 
brought our of Egypt we were planted ina Land fow- 
ing with milk and honey, and. were twined about the walls 
ot Gods houſe, for our ſupport and ſhelter, Thoſe 
Clouds and Ulmbrages that did eclipſe and darken the 
glory of the Goſpel in other parts of the World, were 
diſpel'd and ſcattered amongſt us. The face of the 
Sky over our heads was ſerene and calm, and the coun- 
renance of Heaven did ſmile upon us. Our Candleftick 
was ſcoured bright, and inſtead of naſty ſtinking ſn»fs, 
or filthy meteors exhaled from the ſlime of the earth, 
we had fers of the frf magnitude for their Piety and 
Learning ſet upon them, So that this people which had 
ſare Is derkneſ; aw agreat Hght, God had not dealt 
ſo with other Nations, -- Here was a comely as well as a 
convenient Tabernacle for the Ark of God, and God 
was worſhipped in the beauty of holineſs. And God was 
not at all behind hand with us in the reciprocarion of 
kindneſſes z there was neverſolowan ebbin us, by our 
making out ſallies of devotion upon him, but there 
came as high a 1!de upon us flowing back from him, 
What wepaid the Ark of God in reverence and duty, 
was infalliby return'd in a compenſation, nay with a fur- 
plnſage of bleſſings. As long as our Exgliſh earth con- 
tinued to p:y awerthy homage unto heayen, the Hea- 
vens were not only conftant ro involve and 7zcircle us ; 
but whey never ſail'd ro prote@ and ſhelter, ro feed, and 
to c/o4rh us with ſuitable applications of che moſt carich- 
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iog influences, Other Nations had Mines, which they 
digged with much pain and peril in the earth, but we 
bad Mines in heaven, treaſures that never fail'd to ſup- 
ly not only our needs, but our very pomp and curioſity : 
t was Our felicity that God had made out that experi- 


ment co us, which he ſpeaks of by the Prophet Malachi : Mal.z.10; 


Prove me now, if 1 will not open to you the windows of hea- 
ven, and pour you out a bleſſing, that there ſhall not be room 
enough to receive it, We had pregnant evidence of this 
goodne(s of the Lord toward us, which makes one 
(that might have made a better uſe of it) obſerve, that 
God has dealt by way of prerogative with this Engliſh 
Nation. 

Bur we perverted Gods gracious diſpenſations, turn= 
ing bis bleſſings into aggrevations of our crimes, and 
making our felicity ſerve only for a reproach to our ix 
gratitude : For like 1ſrael wewaxed fat and kicked y our 
Manns, aſpiritual food that came down from heaven, 
prepared for us by the Miniſtry of thoſe Angels that pre- 
fided in the Church at the Reforwation, becauſe it was 
common, and'our ay bread, it became /o&rhſome to us: 
We grew wanton, and having taken a ſurfeit of the bread 
of lite, we long'd forquails to be brought us out of for- 
reign Countries : We thought Abans and Parphar, Ris 
vers of Damaſcus, better then all the waters of 1/rae!. 
Men grew preciſe and ſqueamiſhs they would not waſh 
4nd be clean, unleſs they might have Ciſterns of their 
own hewing out z nor drink of the wa'er of life, though 
it ran never ſo freely, unleſs it were conveyed” to them 
in new Pipes of their own Ciſtiog: Some there were 
that did ſtrialy hold themſelves to the Form of godlineſs, 
the Sulemn Worthip of God eſtabliſhed in the Church, 
who notwithſtanding in the /ooſexef of their lives did 


ſhimefully deny the power thereof : Others there _ 
that 
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that did pretend to beſo ever-bory with the power of god- 
lineſs, that they would allow no Form atall for the re- 
gu!ation and exerciſe of it : All the innocent Ceremo- 
nies that had conſtantly attended the ſs/emn deyotions 
of pious Antiquity were look'd upon as the very dreſs 
and trimmings of Hypocriſiez Reverence in Gods Wor- 
ſhip was accounted /»perſti#20w z and the holy Incenſe of 
Morning and Evening Prayers no better then «bominarton. 
' Even ſuch of the people (which make up the greateſt 
number of its adverſaries) as never had judgment or 
wit enoughto exnderſtand it, had yet malice enough infu- 
ſed into them toderide and ſcorn the Holy Service of the 
Church: And as anevidence that this diſeaſe was grown - 
deſperate, our- greateſt quarrel was at thoſe Phyſirians 
whoſe pratFiceand preſcriptions were the moſt probable 
means to reduce us to our Chriſtian temper. 

WhenT conſider the carriage of the people Iſrael un- 
der Gods gracious diſpenſations, 2 Chron. 36.15, 16, 
methinks I ſee the CharaRer of our Engliſh Nation in 
theſe late years. The Lord God of their Fathers ſent to 
them by his Meſſengers, riſing up betimes and pag z be- 
cauſe he had compaſſion on his people and on his awilling 
place : But they mocked the Meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed 
his Word, and miſuſed his Prophets, until the wrath of the 
Lord aroſe againſt his people, till there was noremedy. For 
whea the Patient grows ſo raving, fo out of temper, as 
to ſtrike his Phyſitian, and throw away his Antidotes, 
there remain no ordinary methods that can cure him : 
Ard then the Bedlam, and the chain, the whip and the 
skrews, all the violences of a ſevere diſcipline are the 
beſt inſtances of our kindnels. Such was the condition 
of Iſrael, Hoſea 4..1,2,4. The Lord hath a Controverſie 
with the Inhabitants of the Land, becauſe there ® no truth 
nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the Land, By ſwearing, 

and 
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and lying, and killing, and ſtealing, and committing Adul- 
tery, they break out, andbloud toucheth bloud, Therefore 
ſhall the Land mourn: Tet let no man ftrive nor reprove ans- 
ther; for thi people are 4s they that frive with the Prirff, 
When {in begins to ſpread amongſt a people, what re- 
medy does Almighty God uſe to apply to he.l and ſtop 
it ? there is the Authority of a Fudge to oppole it, and 
the Reprebenſion of the Prieſt togivea check to it. Bur 
when God does #xhi1bie theſe his officers from »finz 
their Authority, and exerciſing their JurisdiRion, 'tis a 
fign that people is grown obſt:nate, ſhamelef, 2nd incorri- 
gible: Whea they grow ſo inſoleart as to contradict the 
Prieſt in his own office, whereia doubtleſs he is Gods 
Vicegerent, that people is paſt Grace, asit runs in the or- 
dinary Channel; and unleſs God uſeth ſome other me- 
thods of Diſcipline, there is no hopes of their amend- 
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ment: Soit follows in the Prophet, Therefore ſhalt thou Hoſes 4. 5; 


faltin the day. Whea they had the clear light of He:- 
ven ſhining round about them, the light of knowleage, 
andthelight of comfort and proſperity , in this 2oon- day, 
Thou ſha/s ſtumble and fall, lauth the Lord, and the Pro- 
phet alſo ſhall fall with thee in the night z the falſe Prophet 
thall be benighted and loſe himfelt in the darkneſſe of his 
own w4'n imagirta'ionsz and 1 will deſtroy thy Mother, 
ſaith the Lord; the Church and Nation, from whoſe 
womb thou baſt had thy birth, in whoſe boſome thou haſt 
had thy breeding, and to whole bleſſings thou owelt the 
procuremeat of thy proſperity, We may m. ke Eng- 
land the Scene of that Prophelie as well as Feruſalem ; tor 
the whole Tragedy hath bcen acted over inall its parts a- 
mongſt us, with a full ſolemnity. 

God he took notice of our miſdemeanors (under his 
moſt gracious diſpenſations) towards our Swperiours , 


his Vicegerents, both Civiland Fccleſrafical, and he was 
F wroth z 


Ifrael's Gratulation for 
wreth ; and upon ſo great provocations as we were guilty 
of, hedid to us as he had done to 1ſrael, He delivered 
owr ſtrength into Captivity, and our beanty into the Enc- 
mics hands. Thar Ark, that Form of Gods Worſhip, that 
had procured ſuch miracles of mercy for us in 88, and 
atthe intended powder-plots That Ark whoſe virtse bad 
been ſooften tryed, to good effeR, in times of war, peſti- 
lence 2nd femize3 And our Beauty, that Form of Solemn 
Worſhip, which rendred the Church of England amiable 
above all the Reformed Churches, and a true Copy of that 
Holy City, that New Feraſfalem, which S. Fohn ſaw 
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as 4 Bride 
adorned for her Hweband, Rev,21.2, For our many 
provocations, He delivered Thi our ftrength into Capti- 
vity, and Thss an. Fac the Ns _ - The 
lory was upon departing from our 7ſrae/y and I al- 
noſt ſaid , That the abomination of defolation was ſet wp in 
the holy place: When the moſt magnificent Houſe of God 
that we bad in our Land was turned into a ftabley and 
many men, yea wany Prieſts (ſuch was their Apoſtacy) 
had no more reverence for it then the very bees that pe- 
riſhed by a Rrange vengeance inflited, without doubr, 
upon that fort of Cattle for that Secrilegiowe prophana- 
tion. 
That Fattion which had tyred out the patieace of two 
* Queen Eli= great Princes * with Petitions, ſolliciting to have thoſe 
zaberh and K- ppalls of Church- Government levelled, that Garriſes 
_— diſmantled wherein the Ark of God was in {fe cuſtody 
amoneſ us : They that ſo often attempted to fire it out 
with their Sqwibs of ſcoffing Pamphlets, and co barter ir 
down with their pepey-bullets, for want of better Argu- 
ments; At laſt (affoon as opportunity and advantage 
favour'd them ; for their rage could ſtay no longer) they 
afﬀfaulted it (how ualike Chrifts Lambs and the Ser- 
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vants of the Prince of peace, I need not t<ll you) but 
with Swords and Piltols, Pikes and Cannons they affaul - 
tedir« And becauſe th Ark could not otherwiſe fall 
into #beir hands, the chief Prieſt, yea and the Princetoo, 
muſt fall before it, as a Sacrifice to their fury. And 
(which is more) that they might utterly extinguiſh our 
hopes, and cut off all poſſibility of its Refticurion, as much 
aSinthem lay, hey did cur off the Royal line that ſhould 
proteFit, andthe ſucceſſion of 2 regular Prieſthood, that 
ſhould miniſter unto it. 

And now might the devout ſoul, that was pregnant 
with the paſſions of grief and love, fall in revel, and for 
want of other iſſue give birth to a lementation, 2nd name 
that Ichabod 3 for the glory is departed from 1ſrael; and 
we the :rve Sonsof the Church of Ezg/andin the condi- 
tion that Iſrael was in, when they fate by the waters of 
Babylon and wept ; they hung up their Harps, which 
were now grown «ſcleſſe , beceule their ſorrows for the 
deſolations of Zion, bad ſilenced all their melody. 

And yet weare call'd upon to believe that all theſe 
wiolences were defign'd, bur to ſhakethe duſt out of the 
Badgers skins, andto bruſh the Carteins, and to Reform 
the Tabernacle , that the pare gold of the Ark might 
ſhine the _— inthe ſimplicity of its own luſtre, That 
is, juſt as the Souldiers came with Swords and Staves 
from the High Prieſts, to apprehend and ſecure the 
Lamb of God, and brought him before Pilare,out of kind- 
neſs, that he might have the hozour to clear and acquit 
himſclf. 

But what became of the 4rk of God inthe midſt of 
theſe diſorders * Why, weheard of the ſame at Ephrata, 
we found itin the wood: ſome harmleſs Country people 
would tell us ſome tydings of it 5 but it was inthe wood ; 
like one bewildered, frip'd of its due Attendants _ 

F 2 Solem- 


, J5 


Pfal, 133. 6 
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Selemnitles, And yet as forlors as it was, its Captivity 
was a puniſhmeat not only to the Fews, bur alſo ro the 
Philiims 3 to them that triumph'd over it, as well asto 
them that had loſt the poſſeſſrop,and forfeited the blefsings 
of it. The adyerſartes could not ders itz nor could 
they court it into their aſiſance. The Dagoy, which they 
ſet up for themſelves to worſhip, fell before it, with the 
lofs of hands and head, deprived not of ftrength only, 
but of counſel roo. They provided a new Cart for its 


\ ſuch was the mew Diſcipline, hewn out, and redely pur 


Exod, 14. 243 
25. 


Pſal, 116. 


together by Mr. Calvin and others, in this laſt Centory3 
and the Claſſes were the Wheels of it; and thi the Fa» 
1on drove on furiouſly tor a while, and ſtop'd not, no, 
not at the Red See, they drove it into « Se'of blood: but 
the Catilethat were yoked together, to hurry it away, 
were ſo unreaſonable and head-ſtrong, they could not a- 
Bree, where, or howto ſet itup 5 and that they might nor 

urry itinto utter 7#/4ze, God was pleaſed to look tho- 
row a frightful Clowd upon them, and z0ok off their Cha- 
rios-wheels, to tronble and diſcomfit them, 

At laſt D414, the King, being preſerved and re- 
turn+n, by as great a miracle of providence as the Ark it 
ſelf, in order to his ew# ſettlement, he gives order to 
prepare the Tabernacle for the ſettlement of the Ark 
and ſummoneth all the heads of the Prieſts and: Levites, 
withthe Noebles and Elders of the people: So they brought 
the Ark of God, &c. | 

Weare no leſs happy then they, in the decent firuation 
of our Ark; Ipray Gcd we may be no le's dutiful, in 
our gratulation for it, To which RR me*kinks 
every devout ſoul ſhould be a breathing out that 2uere 
of the Plalmiſt, Quid Retribuam, what ſhall I render un- 
to the Lord, for this great, this ſignal benefic done unto 
us 2: you can do no better than reſolve with hims 7 wil 

come 
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come into thy houſe with burnt offerings 3 1will pay thee my 
vows, which 1 promiſed with my lips, «nd ſÞ the with my 
month, whey 1 was in trouble, tor the Ark of God. And 
becauſe God rakes no pleaſure in the fleſh of beaſts g nei- 
ther will he drink the blood of Bnlls or Goats : but requires 
of us, a ſpiritual,/a living and a reaſonable Sacrifice, 1 
beſeech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
Je preſent your bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reaſonable ſervice, Having nothing elſe 
thitcan be accep:able to him, who gave himſelt for ws, 
we ſhould have the ſame devo.ion, the ſame mind that 
was in the holy Martyrs z we ſhould have our hearts 
and wills —_ (it duly call'd to it) ro be made a 
ſacrifice by others 3 in the meantime, we ſhould make 
an Oblation of our ſelves, have our whole ſpirits, ſouls 
and bodies, devoted to Gods ſervice and the ſervice of 
his Church. Such a devotion was 1a the great Apoſtle, 
Phil. 2.17,” Aax' 6 x anbudouar 6&7 mh vuoie x, nalegyic Tis mh- 
rao; Yuare If I be offered up (a5 a libamen, a liquid oblation) 
upon the Sacrifice and Liturgy of your faith, 1 joy and re- 
Joyce with yow all: But, 

Here is a twofold oblation recommended to us, by the 
example before us, inthe Text, 1, A barns ſacrifice x 
And, 2. A peace-offering, and ſuch we muſt offer, ina 
ſpiritual ſenſe; and we muſt offer z 

I. A burnt fangs and that, upon a dewble account 
(as ſuch ſacrifices ule to be offered up upon.) 1, To 4c- 
knowledge Gods Power and Dominion, and Revere his 
fignal Goodneſs herein demonſtrated, David hath fur- 
niſhed us with a Pſalm to Ithis purpoſe , Pſal. 124. 
(wherein the Church blefſerh God for a miraculous de- 
liverance, of her ſe/f and the Ark of God, ſetled in her 
poſſeſſion) 1f is had not been the Lord who was on our ſide : 


now may 1ſraet ſay : If it had not been the Lord, who was on 
our 


37 


Pſal, 66.13,14, 
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Iſrael's Grathlation for 
our ſedle, when min ro ft ws, Then they bai ſwallow - 
ed Led wry? ; eek was k arainſt we, 
Then the water had overwhelmed ws z the fiream bad gone 
ovey our ſoul. Then the proud waters had gone over our 
foul, Bleſſed be the Lord * who hath not given us as 4 
prey #0 their teeth, Oar ſoul is eſcaped 'as a bird ont of the 
ſnare of the fowler : the ſnares broken and we are eſcaped. 
Our help is inthe name of the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth, Non nobis Domine, non nobis ; therefore not un- 
tous, Lord, not unto us : but unto thy name be the praile : 
Thos art y 80 receive and honoxr and praiſe : but 
to us there b:longeth nothing 6»: ſhame and confuſcon of 
facez for we contributed only tothe reproach and cap- 
tivity of Gods Ark,and ſolemn worſhip, irs happy reftite- 
3ion and ſettlement we ow to thy ſignal power and good- 
—_ = and marvellous are —_— yy God, = 
mighty * juſt and true are thy ways thou King of Saints, Who 
ſhall notfear CLINE thy Rev, I5+42,4. 
2. A ſecond deſign of our [piritual burn? ſacrifice mutt 
be to make an atoxement for thoſe miſcerriages which for= 
feitedour intereſt inthe Ark, and betrayed ic into caprti- 
- vity. It wasgood advice of the Prieſts and Diviners to 
the Philiſtims, when they conſulced chem abour retur- 
ning the Ark of Gody Oh! ſend is not away empty, ſaid 
they, but in any wiſe return God a treſpaſs-off.ring with 
its that you may be healed. The captivity of that Ark 
hta ſtrange conviction in the Philiftims, as well as 
inthe Fews, The Philifims ſaw clearly they Fad no 
reaſon to triwwph in this defeat they had givealiiael 3 for 
— they bad won the field, they bad got no Yi&oxy g 
they had taken the Ark indeed ; butthey had made no 
conqueſt of its for it fell upon the Reey of them, and 
ſmore them in their hinder parts, it diſcovered ſo much of 
their wakednrſs, and rurn'd their in/ide ſo much eviward; 
and 
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and putthem to ſo much ſhame and anguiſh that they 
were glad to ſend it back with s eldeſe ering and 
to be, reconciled to it s the 1ſreelites they were inſtru 
likewiſe that it was not out of #/{ will ro the Ark, nor 
for wavt of ftrength in God, that the Philifiims prevailed 
co take it captive : but oaly out of a jsft indignation, to 
revenge the prophanation of that ſacred Inſtrument, which 
was the wviſghle obſignation of his grace and favour to 
them. And when God was about to ſuffer his holy Tem- 
pleto be defiled, upon alike account, be ſegds his peop'e 
co be ſchooled by that example, Jer. 7, 11, 12. 1s the 
howſe that is called by my name become 4 den of robbers ? be- 
hold I have ſeewit, But go now to my place, which was in 
Shilsh, where 1 ſet my name at the firſt 5 and ſee whas 1 did 
tott, forthe wickedneſs of my people Iſrael. And becauſe 
of your wicked works, 1 will therefore do to that houſe that is 
called by my name, as I did to Shilsh. Is there any here 
amongſt us, that can plead wo# guilty f haſt not thou 
prophaned the Ark of Gods Worſhip, that was as 
mongſt us ? haſt not tho been #nthankfull for it ? 
haſt not chow been #nfrvirfull under the Miniſtry of 
it ? thereis no perſon ia this Congregation, if he be of 
a tent age, but bis heart will rell him, that he did 
contribute ſomething to the captivity of this Ark, If we 
hid as much ingenuity, F an ſure webave as much cauſe, 
25 Mr. Bradford, inthe Book of Martyrs, had 5 orasthe 
Chriſtians, that were baniſhed in Q. Maries days, had, 
to 4ccu#ſe our ſelves, tor aur wiltul betraying the honowr 
of our Religion and the interefs of the holy Goſpel, We 
may all ſay, For my ſrws, and for thy fins, was the Ark, 
the ſolemn worſhip and ſervice of God taken captive g 
and upon this account, it becomes our duty to preſent 2 
burnt ſacrifice for our 4191ement,, now upon its reſtituti- 
on. But wherewith ſhal I come before the Lord, and bow 
wy 
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See 1 Kings 8, 
6, with 11, 


24, 24. 
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my ſelf before the moſt high God £ Mic. 6.6. the Pſalmiſt 
bath reſolved us, Pſal. 51.17. A broken and a contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe, This is our burnt 
ſacrifice, 

2, Buttothis we muſt add a peace-offering, and that 
muſt conſiſt of a dowble ingredien'r, 1, 4 dutiful ſub- 
miſſon tothis ſettlement of the Ark. And, 2, 4 joy» 
ful gratulation far it, 

I, A dutiful ſubmiſſion toit, ITathethe 24. Pſal. we 
find the peopl- invited to a ſolema reception of the Ark ; 
Lift wp your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up ye ever- 
laſting doors, an1 the King of glory ſhall comein, Fuit be- 
neficium Dei non vulgare, ſaith Mr, Calvin, quod Deus 
viſibili ſymbolo in medio ipſorum reſidebat, calefteg, ſuun 
domicilium wolebat in terra conſpici, Jt was no ordinar 
favour of God, that he would reſide amongſt them in 4 vi 
ble repreſentation, and ſuffer bis ſacred babitation be ſeen on 
earth 3 it ſhould be their ambition therefore and zea/to 


entert:.in it, Therefore lift up your heads, 0h ye gates, 
and the King of glory (ball come in : but what are thoſe 
gares that ſhould beſo ſolemnly opened for the admiſcion 
of the King of glory £ Sub ratione typi fuerunt ports Tem- 
Ane.in Pſa. pli, 1 Kings 8. 6, 11. ſaith 4meſis, Reips4 wero ſunt fi- 


delinms corda, Iſa. 66.1, 2, they were the gates of the 
Temple in type: but the hearts of holy men in reality z they 
are the Tabernacle, that Gods Ark and worſhip ſhould 
refide in. We muſt th:refore inwardly , in our very 
hearts and ſouls, ſubmit to this e#tward (ſettlement of ir, 
in the Tabernacle or Churchot Gcd , and this upon a four- 
fold Conſideration. 
I. In regard of the place where the Ark is ſetled : nor 
in Barnes or Stables, not in a Forreign far diſtant place 3 
'tis within thy Neighbourhood, and yer appropriated to this 
ſ-rvice. Though God be not confin'd to any place 3 
| though 
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though he hath not choſen any pecsliarly to put his Ark 
in, a$among the Jews3 yet, for our ſakes, he delights 
.in ſuch places as our deyotions haye m:de his propriety, 
The Lord loveth the gates of Zion mire then all the awel- 
lings of Facob ; and in compliance with him herein, the 
devour foul cries out, Lord 1 have loved the habitation of 
thy houſe, and the place where thy honour awelleth , and, 
the Jeal of thy heuſe hath even conſumed me; and, make 
not my Fathers houſe a houſe of Merchandie : itis obſcr- 
vable, though our Saviour, inthe ficſt year of his Mi- 
niſtry, foretels that all iacloſures ſhould be thrown »pen, 
and the worſhip of God no looger be confined (as it bad 
been)to Fers/alem, Foh. 4.21; yct, toflignifie, that he 
would till (tor all that) acceps and own pla. es dedicatd 
to his ſolema ſervice, all the world over, ia the fourth 
year of his Miniſtry, he makes his claim, and vindicates 
the honour of his own intereſt, Mark 11, 17. 

2. We muſt ſubmit to this ſettlement, in regard of the 
Authority by which it & ſeiledy, here are, David, and it e 
Elders, and the Captains of thouſands; tte King, the No- 
bles, and the Repreſentatives of all the Commons if Eng- 
land; what comes to us Cerived in ſo fa/la curreat cf 
Authority, (notro (peak of the miraculows reſtitution of 
chis Authority,) ſhould proſtrate every private judgment 
and make the paſſions, intereſts :nd opinions ot all men, 
ſtoop betore ir, There isa neceflity laid upon us, yea 
anda wo will betide us, it weſubmit not. Let every 
ſoul be ſubjett tothe higher powers, Rom,1 3 1. Nay,ye muſf 
needs be ſubjef?, and that not only for fear of wrath, bur fer 
conſcience ſake, Yer.5, andthere is another ſake no leſs 
conſiderable to engage you, the Loras ſake: 1 Pet.2.13, 
14. Submit you ſelves roevery ordinance of man, for the 
Loras ſake , whether it be tothe King as Supream, or unto 


Governours, 4s thoſe that are ſent by him , for the puniſh- 
ment 
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ment of evil deersi, and for the praiſe of them that do 


well. Time was, when an Ordinance (not ſo venerable 
2s that S* Peter ſpeaks of ) did fignifie ſomething with 
you; whea /eſſe then oye link of that threefold Cord of 
Authority would ſerve to engage and yoak you to draw 
the Ark a fide3 if you will not now ſubmit 10 the Setthe- 
ment of it , upon the obligation of thoſe Laws which 
come to us, inthe greateſt ſolemnity that a j»f and full 
Authority can recommend them by, I ſhall ay no 
more bur this, that your Conſciences are ftrengely 
blinded, and they are prodigiosfly perverſe and obſtinate, 
And yertthis is not all; For, 

3. We muſt ſubmit to this Sertlement, in regard of 
that Miniſtry under which it i ſetled,, theſe are notlike 
thoſe falſe Prophets, which come in ſheeps clothing : but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves. \\'e knowthem well 
enough by their fruits: theſe are contented to ſubſiſt 
upon that portion which the Laws of God and man al- 
low them z and would not be Penſioners to your 
Purſes, left they ſhould be tempred to flatter you and 
b:tray your ſouls; for #hey ſeek n8t yours, but you, Theſe 
are none of Feroboams Prieſts, the meaneſt Mechanichs 
amongſt the people, ſet up by an Uſurper, to entertain 
the deyotions of the people, inthe worſhip of his Calves, 
left by having recourſe to Feruſalem, tothe Ark of God 
2nd the Prieſthood that does attend upon it, they ſhould 
be invited to their 4#ty,_and return their AZegiance to 
their Sovereign. This Hierarchy, that now attends the 
Ark and worſhip of God, did not ariſe up of it ſelf, as 
the heads of FatFions many times do, or out of the bot- 
zownleſſe pit (which is no better & Pedigree 3 ) but it derives 
its Miſſion and Aetherity (as it ſhould do) in 4 viſible line 
of ſucceſſion from Chrift and his Apoſtles 3 and is moſt 
Conſon:nt to the parter» in the Old Teſtament; where, 


a3 


® — 
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as weare told by-the Apoſtle, the Synagogue was 2 Type 
or Shadow of the Chriſtian Church, Heb. 10. 1. where 
likewiſe God did promiſe, that, for the ſervice of this 
Church, (being made up for the moſt part of Gentiles ) 
He would take of the Gentiles, and make them Prieſtt and 
Levites 80 himſelf, Iſa. 66, 22. by which lega! names (of 
Prieſts and Levites) what doth he underſtind, but ſuch 
as we call Pre:byters and Deacons ? upon which grounds 
the Aniient Fathers preſum'd a correſpondence be:ween 
that Hierarchy of the old, and ths of the New Tekament, 
And if welook into the Degrees of this Hierarchy, we 


ſhall find shey run parald}, in their agreement, with See Clavi Tr4- 
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thoſe deſigned , of o/d, to Miniſter unto the Ark of ee, R015. 


God. There was Aron anſwerable to Chriſt, EleaFar 
to Archbifhops z Princes ® of Prieſts® to Biſhops 3 Prieſts 
to Presbyters z Princes © of Levites © to Archdeacons 3 Le- 
vites to Deacons 3 Nethinims to Clerks and Sextons. 


ſaving efficacy of the Miniſtery depends wholly upon 
Gods bleſling and gracious accepration , ate we got high- 
ly concera'd to ſubmit to that Miniſtry which derives 
its Original regularly trom God, and upon that account 
bath the f&ireft title to his blefing and acceptation ? if this 
be not inducement enough, we have an obligation 1:id 
upon us from his command, Heb. 13. 7. Remember your 
Prelates, your guides, which have the rale over you, who 
have ſpoken unto you the ward of God, whoſe faith follow, 
conſidering the end of their converſation: aad Ver, 17, 
Obey them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit your 
ſelves z, for they watco for your ſouls, as they that muſt give 
an account ;, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief, 
for that i unprofitable for you. 
G 2 4. There 


4 Numb.z.z2; 
Neh.11.10,11, 


bErr. 8.24329. 


Is it not probable then that God will bleſs and accept {Dt 


of a Miniſtery of his ew# inſtitution and allowance, ra- Chron. 15.12 
ther then one of ovy fond contrivaace ? and (ſeeing the 
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4. There is one Conſideration more that ſhould in- 
duce you to_ſubmit to this Settlement of the Ark, and 
that is the folemnity with which it « fetled, Beſides the 
' Type and Pattern for it, in the Old Teſtament, there are 
four general Rules left upon Record by the Apoſtle, tor - 
the direRion of Prelates and other Superjoury, in ſerling 
the Ari of Gods ſolemn worſhip. 
41 Cor.t0.31, I. That all be done 10 the glory of God®, 
b x Cor. 14.26. 2,Thas all be done to the edification of the Charch of Goa, 
51 Cornn.29, 3» T hat al be done decently and worthily< 3 as becomes 
29. the ſervice we perform, and the Majeſty we adored. 
41 Cor. 14:48: 4. That all things be done,” x7 Tekin, according to order, 
e1 Cor.14.40, © Theſe Rules are obſerv'd in our Settlement, 1, And 
firſt of the!alt of theſe, Ir belongs unqueſtionably to 
the Office of Eccleſiaſtical Goyernours to ſet things 
in Order ſo S* Paul inthe Chuxch of Corinth, x Cor. 
: 11. ult, The reſt will I ſet in order * when 1 come; ſo Ti- 
* Miarato- 145 in Crete (an Ifland that had 100 Ciries in it) for this 
par, cauſe 1 left thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldſt ſet in order T the 
' things that are wanting, or left undone, Tit, 1.5. and it 
TiJrog3oon. ,.-5n0! left to every mans choice, whether he would 
ſubmits ſuch as did not obſerve theſe Orders were pu- 
niſhed by the cenſ#recs of the Church, 2 The. 3. 6, 14, 
15. Now we command you brethrenin the name of the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, that ye withdraw your ſelves from every bro- 
ther that walketh diſorderly, * and not after the tradition 
* ar.urac, Which hereceived of ws, But when Order is kept, it is 
; matter of ſatisfa&tion to the Apoſtle, ſo hetells the Co- 
lofsians 3 for theugh 1 be abſent in the fleſh, yet am 1 with 
you inthe Spirit, joying an — your order, It can- 
Col. 2. 5- not be denied, but this Rule is obſerved amongſtus, in 
Baka oy 1 the Settlement of the Ark3 the ſolemn worſhip and ſer- 
ir reki- ice of God is ſetled by Orderz And, 
2, It is ſetled decently : is it decent tobe wncovered 
in 
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in the preſence of a Magifrate and isit not decent to be 
ſo inthe preſence of the eternal God ? is it decens to 
kneel when you tender a Petition to your Prince, and is 
it not decent to do ſo when you Petition the King of 
Kings ? is it decent to riſe up and bow the head, when 
you make an acknowledgment to your Swperiours; and 
is it not decers to uſe the like reverence , when. you 
addre(s your recognitions and homage to him who is 
Lord over all, bieſed for ever ? is notexternal bodily wor - 
ſhip required in the ſecond Commandmeat ? Is it not 
your duty, are you not called upon in holy Scripture, #0 
wor ſbip the Lord in the beauty of holineſſe ? And what doth 
the Church of Zxgland require of you but this, in her 
ſolema ſervice? And. 

3. Isnot the Settlement of the Ark, according tothe 
third Rule, for edification ? I hope there are none ſo im- 
pudent as todeny it of the Prayers themſelves, and thoſe 
Portions of Scripture, 8 Hymns appointed in this Service: 
theſe are not non-ſenſe, they are intelligible and for edi- 
ficationz and for the reſt, !he Geſtures aad;Ceremonies, 
I ſhall makeir clearto you. We kneelat our prayers, 
to ſignifie, that wearein want; and that we are humble 
Petitioners to a Divince Majeſty. We ſtand up at the 
Goper and the Cre:d out of Reverence 3 not only to fig- 
nifie, that we will #and faſt in the profeſſion of our Faith ; 
but to intimate alſo, that we eſteem that profeſſion ve- 
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nerable*, Webowatthe Name of Feſws, to aſſert his * Jam.z.7; 


Deity, and that he is to be adored, :5 Mediator, in his 
Humane Nature, whereighe doth accomplith the work 
of our Redemption, and ſo effefFually becomes a Saviour. 
We kneel at the Sacrament, that the Ceremony may b2a 
memento to us of Chriſts real preſence inthoſe dreadful 
Myſteriesz and put us in mind to invoke bis bleſſing 


and affiftance inthe aRion, Wherein the Croſſe in B: Pp” 
tifin 
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tiſm Goth edifie, I need nottell you 5 you are told, as of- 
—-_- = it o gy what = fi os is - zoken wr 
See $.Mart 8. ſhoyld n0t be aſhans d 10 confeſs the faith of Chriſt cracified *, 
than Hom the Swrplice, the fine linen, mh nt hat curl 
__ ; you may learn of the Pſalmiſt; whoſePrayer as well as 
132-935 [nfinuation it is, that 8he Prieſts be clothed with rightrouſ- 
neſſe and ſalvation , that the Saints may ſhout tor joy. 

And does not the Ring in Marriage edific? doth it noc 

give aleſſon to the married Couple 9 It doth teachthem, 

that the love anni gn to one another ſhould 

be inviolable and exlefſe, That very order of reading 


the ſecand Service in the Chance, at the Altar or Lords 
Table (where it is uſed) does fignifie ſomething to our 
edification z tor you muſt know, that part of the Solema 
Service does belong to the Communies ; which the piety 
of antient rimes frequented, atleaſt, every Lords day 3 
now thi praQice, it it cannot ſhame us out of our neg- 
lt: and careleſsneſs, yet it will put us in mind, thatit 1s 


our 4#ty to draw nigh unto God in that ſacred Ordinance 
and it way heat us into ſome holy and paſsionate breath- 
ings after it : which is a ſpiritual kind of communion. In 
ſhort, let the Solemnity, wherein the Art is ſetled a- 
monglt us, be well and duly conſidered, and there is 
not aciroamftance, but hath ſomething of decency in it, 
and a #en4ency to the uſe of edifying, according to the 
Rule of the Apoſtle. 
4+ And for the glory of God, which is the prime and 
fundamental Rule of all; every thing hath a tendency tio 
th:t: and if I could conceive how any one Ceremony in 
uſe amongſt us does tend to Gods 4diſhenowr, with the 
leave of Authority, my own hand ſhould be the firſt up- 
onit, topluck it offthe Ark. 
But indeed there is not a Church in all the world tat 
bath thoſe glorious advantages that this Church of Zng- 
land 
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land bath s where there is ſuch a beauty of holineſſe where 
there are ſuch decencies of external ſplendor to (et off the 
efficacy of het eſſential purity. And when I ſpeak of exter- 
nal ſplendor in the ſerviceof God,do not take offence at its 
for the 4k under the Old Teſtament did pur off her 
Wilderneſs habit, her old Tabernacle, with the Curtains of 
Goats-5kins, when itcameto be ſetled, in a fate of peace 
and properity, in Feruſalem: and ſo ſhould the Church 


of God do under the Goſpel, She is indeed reſembled Rey.14., 


to a woman fled into the Wilderneſs, inthe times of perſe- 
cution : bur afterwards, when Conſtantine the Emperour 
becamea Chriſtian, and a nurſing Father to the Church, 
then we find her decked and irim'd up as a Bride adorned 
for her hucband, Revel. 21,2. The Kings daughter « all 
gloriews within, and her clothing is of wrought gold; this 
15 a Propheſie of Chriſts Spouſe, his Church, under the 
New Teſtament; Pal. 45. 13. &c. She ſhall be brought wn- 
to the King in rayment of needle-work 5 and the Virgins that 
be her —_—_— ſhall bear her company with joy aud glad- 
neſs ſhall they be brought, and ſball enter intothe Kings pa- 
lace; and this leads me from the firſt pars, or ingreatent, 
of our Peace- offering for the Arks happy ſettlement [ #xr 
dutiful ſubmiſſion to it 3 ] to the Second. 

2. Our joyful gratulation for it : And now I muſt call 
upon you, as the Pſalmiſt doth, 0 go your way into his gates 
with thank fetving, and into his conrts with praiſe : Take the 
Pſalm, bring bither the Tabret, the merry Harp, with tte 
Lutez blow up the Trumpet, as in the new moon, When 
the Ark of God was ſolemnly ſetled, the people ot God 


had their joyful gratulations 5 for they cried out, Ariſe, Plal.r32.3;g, 


O Lord, into thy reft, thou and the Ark of thy ſlrength : Les 
thy Prieſts be * clothed with righreonſneſſe : and les thy 
Saints ſhout for joy; and ſhall not the Saints under tte 
Goſpel rejoyce as much at the ſctling of the —_— 

IK? 


* In their 
Prieltly habits; 
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Reyv.,19.6, 73 3, 


See Dr. Ham. 
Annot.on Rev. 
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Ark? S*Fobn informs. us of a Revelation he had to this 
purpoſez 7 heard as it were the waice of 4 great multitude, 
and «5 the woice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
thundrings, ſaying, Allelujahz for the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigneth : Let ws be glad and rejoyce, and give honour 
to him, for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and hu wife 
hath maze her ſelf ready. Andto her was granted that ſhe 
ſhould be arrayed in fine linen clean and white; for the fine 
linen is the righteouſneſſe of the Saints : ſo we render it, 
but very improperly (as the learned have obſerved) ir 
ſignifies rather the Ordinances of the Santtuary, the has 
bits of the Piieſts undertFe Law and by way of allu- 
ſion, it is an intimation of the priviledges of the Church, 
and the decent ſolemnities of Gods publick worſhip and 
ſervice under the Reign of Conſtantine, And it they 
did ſo thunder out their gratulations 5hep for ſuch « happy 
ſettlement,why ſhould not all good Chriſtians do thelike 
now ? It you have not watives enough without you, have 
you not enough within you? | 
I. \\ here is your /ove to the Ark of God? donot 
all the friends of the Bridegroom and Bride pur on their 
wedding garments, aad rejoyceto attend the ſolemnity of 
thcir eſpouſals ! the Spouſe of Chriſt is now put into her 
wedding dreſs amongſt us; if we have any love to Bride 
or Bridezreom, we cannot chuſe but rejoyce, and put on 
Our feſtival robes, the garments of praiſe, atleaſt feſtival 
affeRions3 1 will lift up my hands to thy teſtimonies (kept 
inthe holy Ark) which 1 have loved: love will make a 
man lift up bis | ands, to bleſſe God and himſelf roo; God 
for the ſetilement z and himſelf for the exjoyment : But, 
2, If thou haſt no /ovetothe Ark, haſt thou no 2m 
reſt in it * intereſt will be:ec love, and kindle joys we 
ſce this in all relations; inthe parts of the body, in re- 
ference to their fellow membe.s; if one member be ho- 
noared 
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woured, all the members rejoyce with itz wele: it in the 
woman, in reference to her money rejoyce with me, for I 
have found my groat, which was loſt ; inthe Father, in re- 
ference to his Sony it was meet we ſhould make merry and 
be glad, for this my ſon was dead, and he is alive again, he 
was loſt, but i found : ' Haſt thou any intereſt in ve Ark ? 
that intereſt will kindle joy at the proſperity of it, The 
children' of Zion will be joyful in their King, if he be 
tbeir King, and in the decent ſetttlement of his ſolemn 
worſhip: But, 

3. If thou haſt no ixtereft in the Ark, haſt thou n9 
need of it ? they that godown 7s the ſeainſhips, and are 
toſſed which ſtorms and tempeſts, and are in jeopardy, 
and within an inch of death every moment z their nee Js 
teach them to value the ſecurities of the haves, and to 
bleſs God for their arrival atic, Haſt thou no »eed of 
the 0racie(uponthis Ark)? haſt thou no dovbss to be re» 
ſolved, no ; ws to be removed, nojealouſies to be cal- 
med 2 haſtthou no darkneſſe, neithe: upon thy mizde, 
nor upon thy hears ? baſt thou no need of light toclear 
up thy knowledge or thy comfort ? that light muſt ſhine 
forth for thy ſatisfaRion our of the 0r4cle; haſt thou no 
fin, nogui/tineſs about thee? doſt thou not want expia* 
:1ox and pardes ? that muſt come, it ir comes regularly, 
if it comes at al, it muſt come trom the Mercy ſeat of 
the Ark : art thou not weak and feeble £ haſt thou no ſenſe 
of thy infirmitics ? doſt thou not want frength; ſirengeh 
for protetFion and aſ1Hance 2 this muſt be brought to 
thee-upon the wings of the Chernbims, that attend the 
Ark3 God muſt ſend thee belp from his holy place, and 
ftrengthen thee out of Zion: And then, 

4. The advantage thou receiveſt from the Ark wil} 
engage thee to congratulate its ſolemn ſertlement. . Icis 
the Miniſtry of the Atk that _ aboliſh fin, aud read 

Sajan 
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Satan under thy feet, and make thee wiſe #w40 ſalvation 3 


WT a 
- 


Ple.108,21,32. ob that men monld therefore praiſe the | Loxd for bis good- 


neſt, ard declare the wanders that he doth for the children of 
men: letus notbe like the beaſts in Noab's Ark, unfen- 
fible of the Sanctuary that did preſervethem : ler ſweb 4s 
love the Lords ſalvation, and the ſe:tlement of the Ark, 
that brings it, ſay a/ways, The ord be praiſed, 

Theſe are the oblardons that we ſhould makes the 
burnt ſacrifices and peace-offerings, which we ſhould offer 


| beforethe Lord. 


But if this. be our duty, what meencth thes this bleatly 
of the Sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the 0xen which 
Ihear ? In Rama theres 4 a lamemation and 
weeping, and great mourning. me paſſionate Ee 
h__ whoſe zeal rhe for their kwow yy 
weep for the Ark, and will not be comforted, as if it were 
not well ſetled, and inſtead of joyning with.us- in our 
gratulations,, im owr peace-offering, they are ny eo put 
the whole Kingdom-intoa new flames and, if they had 
opportunity, would make all the dwifu! Sons of the 
Church a burnt ſacrificetotheir Fury, 

Why what is the matter # they love the rain and 
_— well enough, but nor the dances they would 
bavethe Ark, but not the Hirrarchy the Aercy+ ſear, but 
not the Rog, unleſs it be intheir own hands s they would 
have the Oracle, but not the Meuſickand the Ephods the 
Covenant they would' have too, but with ſuchinvew Ar- 
ticles of theirown addition; aswould deſtroy the whole 
ſolemnity and glory of Divine Serwiee, - If the Ark may 
not beallawedto beharriedalong in if eir new Carr, and 
ſet up in their Confiſtory, they hadasliff ir were ill in 
the Camp of the Philitims, The glory is departed (they 
will cry out) if itſhines nor togive: countenance to their 
diſigns, and' luſtre to- their-repwrarions : They: had wp 
ther 
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er it ſhould wear the rough badgers sk1ns , the conrſe ha- 
of the wilderneff, then be inthron'd in a Tabernacle of 
David: ſetting up, though he bath the aJowerce and op- 
probation of Almighty God forit. 7 

Bute will that Hierarchy overthrow the Arke 
now , that did then attend it by divine appointment ? 
will thoſe decent Ceremonies and Solempuities dif- 
grace it ow, thar were thought :hen ro adorn it ? 
Or did the Ark do better fervice to mens ſouls , or 
to this Kingdom, when ir was Jately hurried upon 
their new Cart,then formerly it had done, when it moyed 
regnlarly upon the old P ſhoulders? if you will 
bur, with an imperial eye, refle&t upon the ? racks of 
fre and ſword, the defolarions of ſpoil and rapine, the 
expence of blood and treaſure, thar hath been of late 
2mongſt us5 and weigh well upon what account theſe 
confufions r:ged, for ſo many years together; I (hall refer 
the determination of this Queſtion wholly to your ſelyes, 


Sl 


Bur itwill be objected ro me: You tell us of pomp and Objeftion: 


ceremony, of ſplendour and ſolemnity in Gods Service z 
and we look upon all ſuch things as legal types and ſha- 
dows that are vaniſhed at the riſing of the Ss» of Righte- 
ouſneſsz and we conceive our [elves to be freed from 
them by the Charter of our Chriſtian Liberty 3 for we are 
not under the Law, but under Grace: Nay, for us to ob- 
ſerve ſuchthings were to perform what we ſuppoſe to be 
Will-worſhip and wnwarramtable; and therefore our Con- 
ſciences do take check atit , being afraid che Lord ſhould 
upbraid us, as he did the 1fraclites, 7/a.1. 12. Who hath 
required theſe things at your hands ? 


But ftay, dothefemen underſtand their own objeRi- Selution. 


on ? Of what things ſpeaks the Prophet that 2 Doth Fe 
not ſpeak of their Sacrifices and burnt oferings, of their 
New Moons and Solemn Feaſts; yea of their very _ 

—_ aths 
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baths and many Prayers * And did not God require the 
obſervation of #heſe gs at their bands ? Moſt certain- 
ly hedid, The excepi/on.therefore that God takes there 
is not madeto the things themſelves, no, nor yer to the 
requiry of them: To what then ? , Why, to the groſs 
Hypocrifie and the foul indignity of the perſons that did 
perform therm, Requirebas Sacrificia, & alias Ceremo- 
n14s, & approbabat tanquam Cultum ſibi placentens, quate- 
aw ficbant eo modo & fine in quoipſe preceperat, nempe in 
vera fide & penitentia, & tanquam horum adminicula & 
exercitla: Ut per Ceremonias adduceretur ad Chriftum & 
Ipſoe beneficiaque per ilas fignificabantsr, God did re- 
quire Sacrifices and other Ceremonies, and approved them 
as a Service acceptable to himſelf, as they were performed 
after that wanyer and to tbat exd that he preſcrib'd them: 
When they were the off-/þring and the exerciſe; of a true 


faith, and led the devotions of the people nato Chriſt 


and his benefits: But if you take the exernd rite without 
the internal piety, the ceremony ſtript of all faith and fear, 
repentance and bumility, obedience and thankfulneſs 3 (o it 
was but as a perambwulatien inthe SantFuary; itgave God 
no ſatisfaRion 5 inthat ſexſe, it was not of his :##itu1ion, 
it was but a profane wearing out of the Pavement; and 
who hath required th, that you ſh:#/d thus tread 
Courts, v.12, And, it this be required, yer, who hat 
required it as your hands, whoſe hears: are ſo tull of by- 
pocrifie, whoſe hands ate [0 full of blewd ? But waſh you, 
mak you clean, put away the evil of your doing from before 
mine ejes, &c, Then come and welcome; through faith 
and repentance your Sacrifices ſhall procure you 4tonemept 
and acceptarion; for theugh your ſins be as ſcarlet, they 
ſhall be as white as ſnow, though they be red like crimſon, they 
ſhall be as wool, Ilai,n., 18, But, 

2, In matters of Relig/on, in matters that do re'a'e to 
divine 
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divine Worſhip, ſome things are «lowed and approved, 

and rewarded by Almighty God, for which he bath given 

no particular Commandmeat :' 1,There were voluntary 

oblarions, __— offerings allowed of in the Law *. *Lert.qix6, 
And 2, D«vid, inthis his attendance upon the Ark, wore 

2 linen Ephod to ſhew his devotion in this Religious Service, 

as the Engliſh Annotations T (recommended by the Aſ- + on 2 Sam. 6; 
ſembly of Divina) do acknowledge; and yet that gar- 14, 
ment: was preſcribed for none but the Tribe of Levi. 7 $am.s, 18. & 
3. It wasalſo a piece of voluntary devotion that David on Judg8.27, 
built this Tabernacle, and that he deſigned to build ſuch 

a magnificent Temple for Gods publick and ſo/emn Wor- 

ſhips and yet, though He had given no order for ir, God 

was pleaſed with the deſign, and approved of his pious re- 

ſolution g For Solomon tells us * , The Lord ſaid unto Da- * 1 King 8.18, 
vid my Father, Whereas it was in thine hears to build ax 

Houſe unts my Name, thou didſt well in that it was in thine 

heart, Here was no Commaend* for this, yet it was ſo* DO Te 
acceptable, thit God rewarded him in his poſterity ®: The z + $am.7.14, 
Lord telleth thee, that he will make thee an Houſe, By Sc Chzoa. 
which promi/eit is evident (as the Engliſh Annotators *7* 

<do confeſs) that God approved this purpoſe of David; con 1 King, 8; 
and they adde, 'That this inftance ſheweth that a man may **-. 
without ſin intend to do that (for the greater ſolemnity of 

God's Worlh:p and Service for that was the defign) 

which God hath not purpoſed and determined to be done. And 

as a farther Teſtimony of Gods acceptation of his piows, 

though voluntary intendment,. God youchſafed him an 
extraordinary aſſiſtance for the delineation of the model of 

#hws Houſe, and the regulation of all :hings and perſons, 

Ve(ſels and Initruments, Offices and Officers imployed a- 

buuc Gods Servicethercing the Pattern of them was ſug= 

geſted ro him by the Spirit, 1 Chron. 28 12,13,19. 


2 Chron, 29. 25, - 4 Inthe New Teſtament St, Pas!'s 
advice 
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advice for cxlebacy, or figgle life, bad reference fo Reli- 
gioz and the ſeryice of God for be recommends it, not 
aut of a carnal reſpedt,, or for a rewpers! advantage only 
Verk 1Þ ©: : 19 #v0idtrowble in rhe fleſh, but for a Refigiens, a 5 
Veſ.zs. molumept, that they might attend Jaws 4 Fad 
| without diſtrattion; bur for this, be tella rhe Coriarbians, 
Ve.25, He badno commoendof the Lord to warrant him 5 Tet 

ſaich he, 1 give my judgement << ane that hath obtained 
mercy.of the Lerd, ta be faithful: te doubrs not but God 
allows of bis. judgement, and «proves of his direction, 
for the advancement of devotion, in that particular. 
. Nay, 3. God doth got only lom and 4pproue, but 
alfo reward ſuch a voluntary piety 3 works undertakento 
ptomote his ſervice, wheatte-ei3 not the engeggemers of 
any Brecept, nor {o, much ag. the recom » of any 
Council to, perform them. Daevidisan inſtance for the, 
as. hath been. acknowledged by the Eagli/ſb Angotators. 
'To which I may add Sf Papl;, be might bave challenged. 
ſom? A4lh, and (ome: Fleece from the Flock he fed, to 
clothe, refreſh and fuppsrs himſelt y that he. waved 64s li- 
berty, and was not chargeabic tg the Corinthians, but 
; FeDethers preached the Goſpel freely3 be modeſtly gloried init, 
x Cor. 9. 179. aa matter 4/ghty rewardable, 1 Cor, 9, 15, 18. * 
Gloriationem 
cKas, care, minos tr ire. Theodorer, = 
C_— Tiers | rho Of pee ,” nam paly/r; ante | praceptum Kms — 7 = 
Vis exequarur, non.exiftimas ad ſuum yraclarum facinus pertinere. - Oecumen. Et Pauls poſt ; 
in quo «ft praclara merces & gloriatio 4 in eo quod quum Evangelium us juſſua ſum pradiceve- 


rim, nibil tamen ex pradicatione acceperim, ne tantum quidem ut. inde yivere poſſum : ſed fone 
fſumptu & gratis meum exhibuerim. miuificrium. Ibid. vide plura. 


4 Luk.z.38. What command had Mary Magdalen®* t6, waſh Chriſt 
feet with her tears, and wipe them miththebairs of her head * 
Mark 24.3. what cammand had ſhe $0 pour that precious ointment upon 
Chriſts head; which the Law did allow her to imploy to 
other uſes-2 and yet; becauſe theſe were real _—_ | 
= 0 
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5 
of her great ® /ove and proceeded from a true devotidy, bLuk 7.474 
Chriſt became her Advocate for this will werſbip © y 41d cur 14. 5,6. 
did not ofily comfort her with 2 porſonid Abtolution, 
Frby fir ave forgiven®; but diſaiifs'd het with a blef. 4Luk.7.48, 
fig, [#5 feth hath ſavedibee, go in peace®s Jand re- © Luk7.g0. 
m—_ hereoo, with a New no lefs precious tti-tt her yes 
ry oinemen't s for the ſweet $4vony theredt he hath cau- f gccdefg.r, © 
fed foto be diffuſed by a ſoleain Migiſtry, that it might Job.13-3- 
perfumerbe whote Church, Whather piety had volun - 
1arthy devoted to his burial, fuch wai his graci us accep- 
ration, he turn'd it into art eyerlaſting Monument of her 
honoars for, verily 1 ſay v110 jou, whereſotver this Go- 
ſpe! [ball be preached throughout rbe whole world, this alſo 
er 4orme ſhall be ſpoken of for 4 memorial of her, 
I ' 9, 

Bur i muſt. cell yo8, that ſuch vel#ntary deyorions 
muſt be guarded with 4 double cauiov. 1. They muſt 
not coafiſt of 4 thing ##/awful, nor bave any Ingredient 
of _ fruit if theta ; for that were as greatan abv- 1G.66.;. 

under'the Goſpel, a5 the cutting off a dogs neck, 
- > oi of (mines blood, under Moſes Law, inſte:d of 
acrince, 

z. They muſt not be impoſed (however they be re- 
commended; Iſzy)they muſt not be impoſed as Gods 
commands, nor perform'd out of an opinion” ot their ze» 
ceſſity, upon' that account's for that is perfe& Dogme- 
tizing, a Teaching for [neceſſary] De@rines, [or Ordi- 
narices of Chriſts inſtitutions] the Traditions of mer; [Mats 
ba x abſolurely ualawful G m_ a conceit a3 this Cal, 3, 20, 

d have marr'd Mary Mapdalens box of onitment, >= Dr. Hen. 
and: have caued it to ſendfarrh> 4 ftinking ſavour * : but A 
offering it our of a pure and free devotion, without any he Defence of « 
ſuch opinion, Chriſt did both value and reward it. p agua on 
| Suppoſe we then, that: there be ſome things-in the z gcclel,19.1. 
i Solemnity 
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Solemnity of Gods P»blick worſhip, that he bath not 
required; is it not enough (as long as he hath no where 
forbidden them, nor entred any c4#3/on to their preju- 
_ dice) is'it not enough, Ifay, that TI have the approbaties 
of my own Conſciencetis it not enough, that Iam able to 
ſay,1 have uſed ” judgement, and herein / have found 
mercy of the Lord to be faithful ? ifthis be not enough, is it 
not enough that I baye Gods 4ccepretion? is it not enough 
that I can hear God ſaying to me ſecretly , as he ſaid 
ſometimes 20 David upon 2 like occafion, by his Pro- 
phet, it was well that it was inthy heart; is it not enough 
that God is ready to reward this my freewi#- offering, my 
voluntary devotion? _- Bur, + | 

3. Beſides, we haye the equity of a Divine Law, upon 
a parityot Reaſon, for our warranty, in this our practice g 
and this ought to be of great force withus, For, 1, as 
far perceive, this is the firmeſt gro#xd that the 
obſervation of the Lords day relies apon, There ate 
ſome #nſenwarions for it indeed, inthe practice of the A- 
poſtles, as their meeting together on that day, to make 
ColleFions, and the likes but theſe will not amount ro 
the authority of a Precept, The Sabbath of the Fews 
without all. peradyenture, was Typical, Heb. 4. 4.&c, 
therefore «boliſhed ; hereupon the Apoſtle ;exhorterh the 
Coloſſians, Let no manjudge you 'in meat or indrink, orin 
reſpect of an Holy-day, or of the new moon, or of the Sab- 
bath-days, which area ſhadow of things to come : Col.2. 
x6, 17. Butehat God ſhould be ſolemnly worlbipped, 
ftill, upon ſeyera} accounts z and that ſome time ſhould 
be ſet apart for that worſhip to be performed in, there 
is 2 parity of Reaſon for it z and ſo, upon that ac- 
m— the equity of the fourth Commandmeat doth f411 

ind us. 
' And, 2. The frength of the Apoſtles Argument or 
[4 
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the weintenaence of the Goſpel-Miniſtry (as far as I can 
diſcern) relies chiefly upon this bottom, Do ye not know 
that they which miniſter about holy things, live of the things | 
of the Temple: and they that wait at the Altar,are partakers * 09 93h 
with the Altar : even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that thy 
which preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel : We can 
| fiod/no ſuch 0rdinence, as this is, of Chriſts poſitive in- 
| ſtitution, under the Goſpel ; that which the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, therefore, muſt be an Ordinance emergent 
out of the equity of the former Law of God, upon a pa- 
rity of Realon, Under the Law God thought it equita* 
ble, thatſuch as waited at his A/tar, and devoted their 
time as well as their ſoul and ſtrength to his ſervice, 
ſhould have ſome ſer/ed maintenance allott.d them, and 
their attendance upon the ſeveral parts of their holy of- 
fice requiring nothing leſs, but rather much wore dili- 
gence and attention, under the New, than under the 014 
Teſtament, the equity of that Divine Right ſtand: in ful 
force, and ſhould prevail for an honourable ſupport of the 
Miniſftry, atleaſt, as much now as it did then. 
And, 3. Whether the Right and Title that the In- 
fants of Believers have unto Baptiſes doth not «ltimate- 
ly relie upon thi foundation, let the learned judge. Gols 
Lan intitled 5hems ro the Sacrament of Circumcifgon, up- 
on the account of that faith which had engaged their 
Parents unto God, in the holy Covenant z the equity of 
that 1»ſtitztion, upon a parity of Reaſon, extends to the 
| benefic of ſuch Intants asare now born of Chriſtian Pa- 
rents 5and that ſpecch of S* Peter, Adts 2.imports nolels, yer.zs x5, 
Repent, and be baptized every one of you, in the name of 
Feſus nw, for the remiſſion of ſins, and ye ſhall receive 
the gift of : be boly Ghoſt : for the promiſe is unto you and 10 
qour children, 
Now to apply zbeſe inſtances to our purpoſe; I de- 
I mand, 
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mand, 1. Wa therea ſolemn external worſhip of Gad ne+ 

quired under the Law, or no? 2. Was it acceptable and 

pleaſing to A\mighty God, yea or na? if it were(which 

cannot be denied ) then I dem:nd, Further, 3. upon 

what account was that ſervice required? was itupon the- 
account of Gods Supteam Dominion and Sovergignty 60+ 

ly 7 or uponthe account alſo of his B:#efits, his works 

of Creation, Preſervation and. Redemption 2 that it was. 
upon this double account iseviceat, Pfal, 29.1, 2. Giue 

wntathe Lord, O ye mighty, give wnto the Lord glory and 
ſtrength : give unto Lordthe GLORT DUE HNTO 

HIS NAME : worſhip the Lord in the BEAUTY 
OF HOLINESS 6: andPla.150. Praiſe ye the Lord, 

praiſe God in. his Santnary: praiſe him. in the 

of bis POW E R,praiſehimforbic MIGHTY ACTS: 

praiſe him according ta bu EXCELLENT GRE AT- 
NESSE: PR ſound of the Trumpet, praiſe 

bim with the Pſaltery and' Harp: praiſe him with the Tim- 


brel and' Dance: praiſe him with ſtringed Inſfiruments and 
Organs, 
W ell, did God requireto be woſhipped ſo reverently 
and ſo _ then, upon thi account? why, how 
e 


comes God to loſe his Title? how come theſe accounts 
to be altered 2 hathGod, underthe New Teſtament, gi» 
venout a. dſþenſation-unto duſt and aſbes to be infolent and 
fancy with him 2 andiin his own houſe, and in his ſolemn and 
publick worſhip tooforis Gods Dominien leſs Sovereign 2 
is his Majeſty leſs Glorious then it was? or did not he make 
«s, but we made our ſelves? if we be hi creatures, if 
webethe ay of his-paſture, then the invitation of the 
Pſalmiſtlays hold upon.us: 0 come, let. us worſhip and 
fall down, and kntel before the Lord our Maker : if we do 
not, the Elders that are before the Throxe of God will 
fame us out of ourirreverencez for they fall ws 
R ins 
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bimthat ftteth the Throne, and worſhip him that Is 
wveth for = —— dnd caft thrir Par Fo before the 
Throne, ſaying, Thos art-worthy, O Lord, to rec:ive gls. 
ry 4nd honour and power 3 for thou baſt created all things, 
and for thy pleaſare they are , and were created , Reyel, 
, IO, T I, 

2 And hath he not redeemed us too? and what is the 
ſ»#m ot our redemption ? was it our bodies only, out of a 
8emporal thraldom, to be | into the poſſeſſion of aland 
that lows with milk and honey ? was this all ? bath he 
not redeemed our ſouls too, from he powers of darkneſſe, 
and the wrath 10 comes to inherit the bleſſings of eternal 
joy and glory ? hath he not zbws redeemed us ? and bow 
was #his redemption wrought? by a force of 47ms, or of 
Love? by exchange of money, or the price of his own 
blood ? "it it beſo, and ſo itis, then certainly, here is 
all the equity inthe world, thatwe ſhould pay him the 
bomage of a moſt reverendand ſolemn worſhip 3 equity for 
It, upon a parity of reaſon, ſhall I ſay, nay upon a Supe» 
rlority , nay upon the higheſt S#premacy of Reaſon z 
we know he hath done more for our, thea he had then 
done, for the redetnption of 1ſrae! ; for ye are bought 
with a(b:tter) prices therefore glorifie God in your body, 
and in your ſpirit, which are Gods, 1 Cor. 6, ult. 

If this be not ſufficient it is further conſiderable, that 
Chriſt, who came, not only to be « {{ght #nto the Gentiles, 
but to be the glory of his people Iſrael; as be was born of 
that Nation, and lived regularly under their Law, and 
odſerved their piow cuſtoms y fo his delign being to Re- 
form what was amiſs, and heighten what was imperfec?, 
that he might not ſeem to ſet up an abſolnre!y new 
Church, he had an eyeto the Ries and Uſages of the 
Fews, in all his 1nftitutlens ; what he found had been 


raken"up inncommon protFice amongſt them, he accom- 
I 2 modated 
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<Ruares, pag, 
176. &c., 
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modated to his own purpoſes, making as little change 
or variation both in point of Government and Cere 

as the nature of the Goſpel, with the State and eſtabliſh» 
ment of his Kingdom, would admit of, Thus, his 
Elefow of Diſciples, to wait conſtantly upon him, was 
anſwerable tothe Diſciples of the Prophets among(t:the 
Fews , who were to attend and miniftey unto them. 
2, The Title of Apoſtles, for Deputies and Proxies, ſent 
with Commiſſion, or Letters of Credence, Mat. 10. 40. to 
ſupply Chriſt place, and aR, here on earth, in his feed ; 
this he borrowed from them, 3. That of Biſhops, an- 
ſwerableto the Ruler of the Synagogue, the Prince and 
Head of the Sanhedrim or Confiſtory amongſt them yz wha 
was alſo called 3 oxomee, a Biſhop or Over- Seer, 4, That 
of 1mpoſition of hands in Confirmation, and Abſolution, 
and 0rdination, borrowed from thelixe: Ceremony uſed 
amorgſt them, not only in conferring the P aternal bleſ- 
fag, but a'ſo in admitting perſons (that were qualified 
tor that Office) to the. Dignity of Elders in their Sanhe- 
drim.. 5. Both the: Sacraments of the New Teſtameny 
weretaken up in imitation of certain Rites that were ſo- 
lemrly uſed amongſt theſe Fews. 1. At the cloſe of a 
Feſtival (their poſt-canium) they took a cup of Wine, 
which they called the Cup of Salvation (as inthe Pſal- 
miſt) or the Cp of Bleſſeng, (as the Apoſtle bath itz) and 
attbat very time, and when he was obſerving this coſtors 
with his Diſciples, in imitation #hereef and anſwerable 
thereunto, did-our Lord inftitutethe Sacrament of his ho- 
ly Supper. And the Rite of Baptiſm (defigned to be the 
Sacrament, for theſolemn admiſſion of perſons into the 
New Covenant, and communion of. the Chureh of 
Chriſt ). was taken up is imitation of that ſame Rite of 
BaptiIing, ſolemnly uſed amongſt them, for the initt- 


4ting of Fews and Proſelytes.into the Covenant of. the 


Lord. 
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Lord, and ſointo their Congregatiov, Who liſt toſce 
more'of theſe peralelr between: the Church of the Fews 
and that of Chrifts eſtabliſhing, may conſult thar learned 
and pious Author, 

But here it may be objeRed, that the Rites of the Ce- 
ermonial Law- were all aboliſhed, upon the Preaching 
of the Goſpel, and did vaniſh as fhedows before the Swn x 
and although, as 3* Auguſtineobſerved, the uſe of them 
was not Mortiferous, they were not deadly, till the utter 
ſubver firm of the Temple at Hierwſalem, and the Fewiſh 
Polity z (as appears alſo by the DodFrineand Practice of 
S* Paul, who did for-the time freely and indifferently 
»{c or omit them, :$ he judged, in prudence, moſt condu- 
cible to the advantage of 'the Church z)- yet they we.e 
Mortua, they were but a dead letter, and as a Carcaſs with- 
- out a ſoul, from after Chriſts death and reſurrection 3 
and being defigned to have their ſolemn burial in the 
ruines of the Temple, after that-way demoliſhed, they 
became Mortifers, the uſe of them was deadly z and 
conſequently to dig them up again, is noiſome and #»/a- 
wvoury, Butas a very Learned, Grave and Piows Biſhop, 


Dr. $anderf. 


de obligat.Con- 


(now with God) hath well obſerved, there ,is more of ſcientia. pre- 
wit, than ſolidity in that aſſertion, For all the Ceremo- Ps wa 
nials are not of alike-nature, and import:ace. Thoſe **'#* 


of external Order and Decency ate to be diſtinguiſhed, by 
Chriſtian pradence, from thoſe which did prefigure Chriſt 
tocome, For thole Figurative Ceremonies which were 
inſtituted of Almighty God, to be Types of Chrift the 
Redeemer to come #1 the fleſh, (as Circumciſion, the $4- 
erifices, and the like) it is moſt certain, from the time: 
ehar Chriſt did really fulfill all that was Typicaly 
prefigured by. thoſe Ceremonies, and ſufficiently pro- 
Caim tothe world, by. the Preachers of the Golpel,- 


that #hey. were duly fulfilled , from thence forth they. 
were 
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were of a0 more «ſe z and therefore they wete not 
only to be}aid aſide as deed and #nſevexry , but alſoto 
be avoided as peſtiferomwe and deftrntHive. And eſpecial- 
ly it isto be moſt Rudiouſly avoided, that they be not 
obtruded or obſerved out of any opinion of necefit 2 ac- 
cording to that of the Apoſtle, Gal, 5. 2. Behold, I 
Paul fay unto you, that if you be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall 
profir you nothing - for that did imply that Chriſt was 
—_— come in the fleſh 5 and fo overthrew the 
aith, | 

But for thoſe other Ceremonies, which were not 1ypi- 
cal, but medes of decency, inſtituted to adorn the ſolemn!- 
zy of Gods publick worſhip, being eſſential to the exter- 
nal beauty of itz theſeare not to be condemned, as u#- 
lawful, upon the meer account, that they were a part of 
Moſes's Diſcipline, 

Nay, ſeeing God requires ſtill to be worſhipped 7» 
the beauty of holinef 3 and will bave «ll things, in his 
Church, perfarmed, decently and in order 5 and yer 
hath not (in the New Teſtament) determin'dthe partics- 
lars,wherein that Order, Decency and Beauty ſhall conſiſt 5 
but hath leftitto the Care & Prudence of the Governours, 
(to whom he hath committed the. Xeys of his Kingdom,) 
bow can they diſcharge their duty better, in the particular 
determination hereof, then by a compliance with the wiſ- 
dam of God, and the praZFice of Chriſt is his Infitutions, 


in holding an with ſsc» Laws, and DireQions, as 


were giver (or at leaſt a{owed) by God himflf,, to his 
Church of the 04 Teſtament, 7 far farth as there is 
equity and aparity of Reaſon for it ? 

Upontheſe grounds we may ſafely conclude, that the 
Tabernacle of the Chriſtias Church, wherein the Ordinan- 
ca of the holy Gofpelare tabepreſerved, ought to have 
her Solemmities & decent trimeuings ay well aythat of De- 


wid's 
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Vvid's ps And what fort of theſe Solemnities are 
moſt ſuitable, we have vety fair ?»ſeeations inthe Scris 
pture of the New Teftament; inthofe trequeat «uſing 
cothe ſolemy fervice of the Tabernacies as Rev. 21. 2, 2, 
where St. Fobn's viſion of the new Hiernſalnm coming 
down from God ont of heaven, prepared as 4 Bride adorned 
for ber huohand, is expounded, in the next Verſe, by 
this remarkable acclawation, Bebwid, the Tabernacle of 
God # with men, and be wihh dwelt with chem, and they ſhall 
be bs people, and God himfelf fhall be with them, and be their 
God 


Uponthe whole matter thercfore it is evident, that iris 
not an Hierarchy, thatis, a ſacred Governmens confiſting 
ot Bifhops, Priefi and Deacons,fletled in: ſtate of inequality 
and ſubordination 5 noraneſtablith'd £i/vrgy, contiſting 
of ſet Forms, for the adminiſt: ation of the ſever«/ parts of 
the holy office 5 nor a lines Ephod or Swrplice3 nor a 


 Lutrewitha pair of Orgens, nor reverend geſbures in our 


atrendance upon it g it 15-none of theſe that wiil overthrow 
our preſent Church, or drive away the Ordinances of 
Gods worſhip from us, no morethen the like did drive 
that Ark and Tabernacle fromthe people Iſrael, It rheſe 
be the gray hairs, which ſome (that prerend to-be more 
uick-fighted) diſcern upon the Geſpes, (upon the matter) 
kriſt himſelf hath fuck them mherezand it.the Brideproom 
himſelf be pleaſed to ſee his Sposſe wear theſe marks of 
Antiquity, itbecomes us, who are ber Children, to reve- 
rence (uch for her gray hairs, rather then reproach her for 
them, Certainly ( whatever #64 means ) this is nor a 
ſetting up of Gods Arkin the Houſe of Dagon: but in 
that decent Tabernacle which David, out of atrue dewo- 
_ and by the diree#on of Gods Spirir, bath prepared 
rat. 


2. But haye wenot other Prognoſications of our ap- 
| _ __ proachiing 


* Mar.15.7- 
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proaching r#ize, and the removal of Gods Ark, as a pro- 
Liſion or preface to it ?. what think you of the diſcontent- 
ments and diviſions that are inthe Nation ?. is-not that an 
omen that does bead as much? for Chriſt bimſelf hath 
ſaid, That 4 Nation divided ag ainſt it ſelf cannot ftand.' 

But let me awskep your attention, to confider how 
#1juft, how unreaſonable Come mea are, in their com- 
plaints and accuſations, Firſt, they themſelves raiſe the 
diſcomtentments, make and foment Diviſions in the King- 
dom; and then they make thoſe Divilions the Progne- 
ſtications of the ruine of ir. This is juſt like the pra- 
Rice of Barabbs ,, make the inſwrre#ion firft, and then 
commit Awvrder in that-inſurreRione* 3 Here lies all the 
difference, there the Felony was committed but upon a 
ſingle perions bere'tis upon Chriſts Church and three 
whole Kingdoms. 
- Butif men were wiſez if they would not cry out to 
have Barab54s acquitted, and Feſws delivered up to be 
cracified; it they were confiderative, and would obey the 
voice of God, and hearken to their lawful Gaides and Go- 
wernours, they might eaſily, with Gods blefling, pre- 
vent this miſchief. | Take away the tale-bearer, ſaith So- 


 lomon, «xd ftrife will ceaſes you have heard of Sani7ac- 


r5-ſins, of Church and Sermon-ſias, and ſuch there are 
indeed 3 there are Pulpit-tale-bearers too, that make it 
their deſign and pratfice to raiſe and foment jealouſies, to 
ſow the ſeeds of diſcontent and ſedition, and it they may 
not be allowed to Act thu pars upon the publick Stage, 
then they creep into houſes, and find ita matter of much 
advantage » though of no great aiffcalty, to triumph 
over ſuch fly ſouls asare willing tobe led captive. Burt 
God hath provided for tis Church a ſufficieat remedy 


- againſt this miſchief, an Antidote againſt ſuch infuſions 5 


Now 1 beſeech you, brethren, mark them which cauſe divi- 
7 | ſeons 
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fions and offences, contrary: t0 the doftrine which ye have 
learned, and avoid them : for they that are fuck ſerve not the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, but their own belly, and by goo! words 
and fair ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the imple, Rom. 16. 
27,18. itis your part and duty, as far aSin you lies, to 
apply this remedy, and make uſe of the Cantion, 

3- But is not the Ark in great danger of being loft 
amongſt us upon another accounts is not that an «#- 
churching of a people, when they want the power of the 
Miniſtry, 4 ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry 3 when we want 4 faith- 
ful Miniſter to go before us | 

I muſt confeſs, we bave extream need of ſ#ch a Mini- 
ſtry s ſuch as will not drawa fair s&iz over our old ſores, 
but will-take paizs and be faithful to launce our impe- 
ſftum'd Ulcers, and Probe them to the very bottoms ; Foe 
there lies very much Prideand Hypocrifie, Schiſm and Se- 
dition, Malice and Treaſon, in our hearts 5 itlies ſo meer un- 
to Our ejes, We Canaot ſee ity itis ſonatural, ſo-cuftoma- 
bleto us, we haveno ſenſe or fezling of it, Away thea 
with thoſe falſe Prophets that have dawbed ſo long with un- 
temp orter, that bave ſtrain'd at a Gnat and ſwal- 
lowed Camels 3 th.t have preach'd Placezria, and ſew'd 
Pillows under mens Elbows, and cry'd peace, orge up and 
proſper, when the deſign was flat Rebellion 3 and yet 
they bumour'd the inclinations of the people, calling 


them bleſſed t and 4 godly people, that by ſuch*flutteries Fla.g.16. 


they might ſeduce them to run on in errovr with them 
. wo wnto them, for they have gone in the way of Cain, and 
ran greedily after the errour of Balaam for reward, and pe- 
riſbed in the gainſaying of Cotah, Fud. ep,v.11. it they 
repent not, away with them, Angive #s, and God of 
his mercy c-ntinue to us, ſuch adiſingazed ingenuous Mi- 
niſtry as may reſemble his own incarnate Word, Heb, 4. 
12, one that & quick «nd powerful, ſharper thats any two 

X K edzed 


&5 
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edped ſword, piercing even to the dividing aſunder of ſoul 

= yen - of hy joyn8s and GE i 4 dilcerner 

of the thoughts and intents of the heart : God grant us ſuch 

« Xiniſtry, tbatthere may tollew the like conwidtion of 
ſinners to thar mentioned by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 14. 

25+ If dll propheſie, and there come in one that believeth nos, 

or one untarned, he is convinced of all, he i judged of all : 

and thus are the ſecrets of his heart made manifeſt ; and ſe 
falling dawn on his face, be will worſhip God, and report that 
God «s in you of atrath, 

God knows, this Kingdom, in general, hath need of 
ſuch a fairbful, ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry as this is. But 
there are manyunruly and vain talkers and decetvers, as 
St, Pasl tells Titus, whoſe months muſt be {ee . who 
ſubvert whole houſes, teaching things which they ought not, 
for filthy Iucres ſake, Tit, v. 10, 11, the ſilencing or de- 
grading ſuch popular Priefts and ſeditious Levites will 
not indanger the Ark of God atall. And if 46lathar 
does complot with Foab, to promote the intended Ufur- 

ion of Adonijab, as great a Prieſt as he is, it is fit he 
thould be ſent to Auathotb, and confined to his Country: 
Village, leſt he make the City, by his Conſpiracy, t99 
hot for Solomon y and in hisabſence, as well the Ark of 
Godas the perſon of the Xing will be ſo much the more 
1n ſafety, 1 Kings 1. 5,7. With Chap. 2, 26. 

&, Butthereis a fourth Progneſticarion of this ſad Ca- 
lamity, that is, zhe abwndance of Popiſh Priefls and Feſuites 
that are in the midſt of us, the growing and increaſing of Po- 
pery,and that proneneſs that is in peopieyto run head-long back 

ain to the Garlick and Onions of Egypt : this argument 
(are) is ſafficient 10 make us all believe the Ark of Godis 
in danger. 

Burthe truth is, the Perſons that make the Argument, 
are none of the moſt likely men to prevevs what they 

. come 
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complain of. For who have done ſo much to harden that 
Popiſh party, to give them encouragement and advantage, 
2S they have done 2? not ro mention their C/ub-law, and 
Sequeſtrations, with the ſale of their eſtates, (no Copens 
Arguments, ſure, to reſo/ve and ſettle Conſcience) what 
by charging them with ſuch things as cannot be made 
good againſt them z and by condemning what is not to 
be di in them, and by oppoſing OY (with 
more ſtrength of paſſion, than reaſon) what is j#ſtlyto 
be reproved, they have made them more inflexible and 
oblinatein their opinions. And they have given them 
advantage alſo by their faFiows Confederacies againſt 
that Hierarchy of the Church, whoſe Learning and A+ 
thority, is, under God, the onely probable means to 
check and filence them, It was a moſt remarkable ob- 
ſervation, in the Sermon of the late moſt Reverend 
Archbiſhop, upon the Scaffold, alluding to that Counſel 
of the Priefts and Phariſees againſt our Saviour, Job.1, 
48, Men are afraid, faith he, that if they let this maz alone, 
the Romans will come, and that Popery will prevail, (and) 
then they will rake away our place and our Nation: but it 
proved the contrary ; for oo they had put that man to 
death, then the” Romans came (indeed) and wanguift'd the 
City. . 
' OG could never have broken in upon us, to ſhake 
the Ark of God, in its decent and happy ſettlement a- 
mongſt us, as long asour lawful Governours were andi- 
fturbed in their fat:09, They were our vew door-keepers, 
they that thruſt out the right Poſſeſſors, to make ro9wfor 
their own ambi ion, they turn'd the Key, and opened tHe 
Door z nay, they pull'd dowa the #/a#s of Gods Houſe 
and let in Popery. 

It was heir turning the Ark of God intoa Nos''s 


Ark, where ſo many ſorts of wild and »nclean beaſts 
K 2 were 


'  Hracl'sGratulation for 
were herded up together, without order or difintHes, 
their dange:ous miſtakes in DoQrine, their horrible con- 
f#þ-25 in Diſcipline, their irreligioxe defalcations of ſome 
parts of Gods w Hip, and their ſcandalowe irreverence 
in the perſormance of all the reſt 3: sbeſe diſerders cauſed 
ſo many ts abbor the offcring of the Lord, and they incli- 
ned others (whether-more out of devotion and reverence, 
than out of levity and a defire of change, I ſhall not deter- 
mine). but inclia'd they wece upon this accouar, to lend a 
weak ear to the inſinuations of thoſe cunning Charmers 
A Rdarion of Of the Churchof Rome. For, to uſe the words of that 
the Conference Wiſe and Learned Archbiſhop 5 Ceremonies are the 
Epilt. #ſper, in Hedge that fence the ſubſtance of Religion from all tbe 1n- 

wats dignities, which Prophanels and Sacriledge #00 commonly 

put wponit, Andibs 1 have obſerved, that no one#bing 
hath made conſcientious men more wavering in their own 
"minds, ox-more aps 4nd eaſge to be drawn aſide from the ſin- 
cerity of Religion proſeſſed in the Church of England, 
then the want of | Ulniform and Deceat Order in 100 many 
Churches of the Kingdom. And the Romaniſts have 
been apt to ſay, The Houſes of God could not be ſuffered to 
lie ſo Naſtily (4s in ſome places they have done) were the 
rrue worſhip of God obſerved #n them: or did the people 
think that ſuch it were. 

And I may add this, as a further matter of ſcandal and 
advantage to them 3 whea men do openly proclaim, 
and that ſo crudely and withont any diſtinition, that there 

* Mr. Calamy's is not 4 Nation under heaven ©, except this Nation of 
challenge (P48. x 271apd, that ever enjoyed the Goſpel a hundred years toge- 
13.) amounts 4 I X ) 0% 

tos poſiiveaſ- ther z which is ſo apparently falſe, that nothiag can well 
ſertion. be more falſethan that is ; when they tell us that gray 
* Heb. 13.27, hairs are upon the Goſpel, which is everlaſting * and can 
28.ch.8.ut. never wax 8/45 who can fence off the Scandal, and not be 
Rer.14:6 tranſported with indignation, to hear the holy Texs yr 
ſed, 
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raiſe up amn7 ements and jealouſies-in the people, And x, ws Reaion 
we may now ſe-the ſaid Archbiſhops juſt Complaint &f che Conte- 
to His Majeſty of ever Bleſſed Memory verified, by roo i ##. 


{ad 2a inftance. That che Charch of Exgland was in « 
bard condition. She prefeſſes the antient Catholick Faiths 
axd yet the Romaniſt condemns ber of Novelty in her Do- 
arine. She praffiſes Church-goverament , «4s it hath 
been in uſe in all Ages, and all Places where the Charch 
of Chri#t hath taken any Rooting, both in, and ever ſince 
the Apoſtles times; and yet the Separatiſt condemns her 
for Antichriſtianiſm 4n her Diſcipline, The plain trath 
is, ſhe is between theſe two Factions, 4s between two Mill- 
ſton:s ; aud unleſs your Majeſty look to it, ts whoſe trult 
Jhe ® committed, [he'll be ground 18 Powder, to an irrepar1- 
ble both diſhonour,, and loſ# tothis Kingdom, And is ve- 
ry rimarkable, that while both theſe preſs hard upon 254 
Church of England, both of them cry out upon periccuti- 
on, like freward childres which ſcratch, and kick and 
bite, and yet cry out all the while as if themſelves were 


kil'd. What ſucceſſe 1h grext Diſtempec, cauſed by 1hil.paulo poft, 


the Colliſion of two ſuch Factions, may bave, 1 know 
not, 1 cannos Propheſie», We may change the Phraſe 
into [ 4 great Diſtemper cauſed by their Coalition and 
clubbing of Intereſts zo gain a Toleration) what ſucce's 


this may bayeLknow not; but (as that renowned Pre- 1314 pwopys, 


late goes on) thowgh 1 cannot Propheſie, yes 1 fear that A- 
theilm 4nd Irreligion gathers ſtrength, while the Truth is 
thus wakned by an unworthy way of contending for it, 
And while they thus contend, neither part conſider, that th: y 
are in 4 way to induce upon themſelves, ard others, that 
contrary extream, which hey ſeems moſt both to tear and 
oppole. 


But let the Ark of God be ſetied witha decent ſplen- 
| aor, 
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dor, and all the parts of Gods worſbip and ſervice be per- 
formed with a d#e and becoming Reverence: and in or- 
der hereunto; let the Hierarchy of the Eburch enjo 
its full Authority and incouragement, and then we 

be in no ſuch danger of Apo#afie to cither of theſe 
FaRions. 

5. But however, they ſay,we have reaſon toperſwade 
our ſelves, that England's Ark is in danger to be loſt, 
were it only for the ſins and prodigions iniquities that we are 
guilty of 5 our Common: wealth fins, drankennefs and un- 
cleanneſs, bribery and oppreſiions our Saenttuary-fins, our 
remiſeneſs and unfruitfulneſs, our indifferency and Iuke- 
warmneſs, the prophanation of Sabbaths, and the flrange 
unheard of unthankfalneſs that is amongſt us: And that 
Commination will extend to us, if we be guilty of the 
like unfruitfulgneſs z Therefore 7 ſay ##to you, the _ 
of God ſhall be taken from you, and given io a Nation Dring- 
ing forth the fruits thereof, Mat.21. 43. 


——P det hec opprobria nobis 
Et digi potwiſſe & non poruiſſe refell}, 


I muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, we have but too much 
canſeto be j cus that we have requited the Lord no bet- 
ter, that we have no better means to wipe off the ſtain of 
this moſt deſerved reproach: And unleſs we do ſcaſona- 
bly repent, God will viſit for theſe things, and be avenzed 
of ſuch an ingrateful Nation «s ths is, 

In old E's time, when the Priefts were guilty of ſo 
much #ntemperance and wncleanneſs, fo much rapine and 
ſacriledge ; and yet the out-cries of a complaining people 
could not «waken the Supreme Governour to anſbeath bis 
ſword to redreſs theſe exorbitancies z but the Prieſts pro- 
ceeded to multiply and aggravate their crimes 3 —_— 

; | . Prince 
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Prince his Lemity made his reprebenſions but little better 
then a Toleration or Connivance, and ſothe people fell in- 
to irreligion and prophaneneſs, they abhorred the offering of 
the Lord: Whenthere was ſuch a complication of fins, 
and the ſus of the Rulers (as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil) 
did both procure and encourage fin in the people, Then the 
Holy oracle grew ſilent, God himſelf departed, the Che- 
rabims made uſe of their wings to flze away, and the Ark 
of God was taken, If we bein leezae with Hell, the Ark 
bd the —_— will wn me Now the energy and 
cacy of witchcrafts dep=nds upon a League with Hell 
and Rebelliey s —_ Goof ar aS long therefore 
as we cleave unto,and in our hearts tollow an Xſ#rper,we 
can have'no ſaving Communion with the Ark of God, no 
morethea 1fraet haJ while they marched after Ferobours, 
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1 Sam.chap.z. 


They are nothing elſe bur their {n/quities that do ſeparate 16.59. c. 
betwixt God and his people z it is their fins that with-hold Jer-7.7. &c. 


good things from them, evea the bleſſings of the Ark 
and God's Holy Temple. As for the beauty of bis Orna- 
ment, he ſet it in Majeſty : bus they made the image of their 
abominations, and of their deteſt able things therein : There- 
fore have I ſet it far fromthem. And 1 will give it imo the 


hands of the ſtrangers for a prey, and to the wicked of the- 
earth for a ſpoil, and they ſhall pollute it, Ezek.q. 20,21, . + 


Underthe Goſpel wefinde one Church that left her firf 


Love; Another that was neither hot nor cold , A third Rev. chap.z. 


that had « name that ſb: lived, but really ſhe was dead, A ©? 


fourth that had ſuch in her b9ſome and communion as did 
teach the wicked policies of Balaam, and the wncltan do- 
arine of the Nicolattans; A fifth that did grant a Tole- 
ration to Fe abel, notwithſtanding her execrable Artifice 
and praRices in ſeducing ſuch as Had been dedicated to 
God's Service to commit Fornication and 1dolatry: And 


what became of all theſe Churches ? Why, their Caz- 
dleftick 
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dleflick was removed, and the Ark of God was taken from 
them. And though the Ark of God were extai'4 upon 
England, yetthere is a meaſure, there are aggravations, 
theie are combinations of fin, that when they are once 
made up will provoke God to uſe his prerogative over us, 
notin a way of mercy but of juſ#tce, to cut off that entall, 
and determine (as he did in another cafe) againſt it , 
Though England were the fignet wpon my right hand, yet 
nie, I pluck thee thence. 

And yet this I muſt take leave to interpoſe in vindica- 
tion of the prefeat Church of England; The fault is not 
in her; She may truly ſay, the Sons of Zeruiah are #00 
hard for ws.: She hath it not in her power to redyef# things 
as ſhe wowld, And whoſe fatHoms clamours and petitions, 
and other aRs of open hoſtility, were they that #nhing'd 
the. Government, and pull'd down thoſe wenerable 


' Courts of Juſtice, whoſe Authority and Splendouy were 


able to daz21e the eyes, and break the hearts of-the moſt 
inſolent offenders 2 Till ſuch Courts can be reFored, we 
muſt have patience to preachand pray, being inthe ſame 
condition that we finde the Church of Corinth in, 2 Cor. 
TO,'6, —_ in 4 readineſs to revenge all diſobedience, 


' when your obedience ſhall have been fulfilled, The delin- 


quents among them were t00 ##merowms and too potent for 
the Cenſures of the Church to take place .upon them: 
For it is not prudent to exaſperate a muliitude with the 
ſeverity of a Diſcipline which the.r »umbers can ſo eafily 
over- maſter: But when the” Reformation of the major 
part is ſo conſþicuoms, and the Jeal of the conformable 
part ſo ſeriozs and earneſt, that it may be prudent to pro- 
cced againſt the refraFory, then the Church will not fail 
in her dety, but infli&t ſach cenſures upon offenders as 
ſhall be ſuitable totheir demerits: Having in 4 readineſs 
10 revenge all diſobedience , when your obedience ſhall be ful- 
filled, In 
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In the meaa while we are not without our Progno#1- 
cations too, that the Ark ſhall ſtill reſide and proſper with 
ns, 5 He . 

I. Our ate Tribslatiens have wrought patience, and 
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our patience experience, and our experience Hope z A Hope, Rom.5.3 415+ 


we truſt, that will never make aſhamed, We argue our 


ſelyes into this perſwafion by the Logick of Manoab's Judg.rz. 23. 


wife: If the Lord were pleaſed to deſtroy us, He would not 
have received an offering at our hands, nor would he have 
ſhewed ws all theſe things, He would not have heard our 
prayers, nor have wrought ſuch miracles of mercy for 
the Reft:##tion of his Ark amongſt us: A mercy that the 
Church of England may very well celebrate (with a ve- 
ry little variation of the exprefſioas) in the 83. Pſalm, 
For loe our enemies lifs up their head and made a tumult. 
They 100k crafty counſel againſt thy people, Trey ſaid, Come 
let us cut them off, that the name of the Church of Eng- 
land may be no more in remembrance, They conſulied 1oge- 
ther with one conſent, and were confederate. The tabernacles 
of Edom, an the Iſhmatlites, of Moab and the Hagarens, 
Gebal and Ammon, and Amalek z the Philiſtines, with the 
Inhabitants of Tyre, Aſſur alſo was joyned with them : 
and have holpen the Children of Lot, But Go4 hath (upon 
the matter) done untothem 4s unto the Midianites, as 10 
Siſera, 4s to Fabin, which periſhed at Ender, they became 
4s dung for the Earth. He made their Princes like Oreb 
and Zebs yea all their Princes 4s Zebah and Zalmanna, 
Who ſaid let us take to our ſelves the houſes of God into our 
poſſeſſion, Our God mide tt em like 4 wheel el.at, could 
never fix upon any ſolid ground of eſtabliſhment, bur 
rolled and turned about ina reſtleſs yariety of ct anges. 
Atlaſt they were as ſtubble before the winde, God did di- 
wide them in Facob and ſcatter them in Iſrael : He did con- 
found their Languages, that e building of their _ 
coul 
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Judges 5.31, 


4 Zach. 5. 
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could not go-forward, And all thefe diſpeaſations were 


-out 'of a deſign of werty to the Adverſaries of this 


Church z God hath fi/led their faces with ſhame, that they 
might be induced to joyn with the Cihuurchia a doe and 
decent conformity #9 ſeek his Neamr, And. {6 let all the 
Combinations of #6y Churches exemics periſh, © Lord, 


 but'let them that love thee andthy Church, be «s the Sun 


when he geeth forth in bis might, that vw Land may be fil» 
ted wich plgy, devorion —_— and fo hevereſt, roall 
generations. 

God hath donegreat things for ws already, whereof we 
rejoyce z and what hehth done, he is pleaſed to make 
his ing 4yemert 20do more 5 if we do mot render our ſelves 
utterly '#3#0rthy, and forfeit our Tenare (by ourobtinate 
perverfities. This is one ground of our hope : And 
Bu The Church of England hath reying preple 

2% The Church of Engiand hath a p propies a 
pepple whofedevotions are ſotzd Bate ks F us and 
conſtant ; 2 people that do frequeat the Paeblick Prayers 
of the Church out of humility and obedience, out of judg- 
went and prudence 3 and yet do importune God 4»heir 
Cloſets, day and night too; though they love not ſo 
much't> p'ay the Hyporrive, as tofound their TYamper, 
to tellthe world they do fo. Youtknow, the 


_ of tea righteous perſons was ſo confiderable to Almigh- 


ty God, thatit ſhould have prevail'd with him forthe 
preſervation of five-moſt lewd and wvitievs Citics3 and 
God be blefſed, wehave tha: number, I rruft many hwn+ 
ered times told over. 

But becauſe, if we continue In ſin, the Epha* will be 
full at laſts andif we-neglef ſo great ſalvation, end the 
things that us belong unto var peace, thoſe things will be 
hidd:n from our eyes, and we' ſhall bring upon wr ſelves 


6 2 Per.1.1: (wift deftruttion®s and then thedevotionsof holy Pro- 


phets 
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phets will be injoyned filence, by Gods own Order 


( Jer. 7.16. Pray not thou td 29 5p ak tor their good ©] «Jer, 14. 11, & 
b, 


yeither lift np cry,. nor prayee far 
fercaſſies 14 me.z far-l wit.net bear thee.) And though 


they ſhould pray- earneſtly, and continue their impperts- 
»ity (receiving no: fuch exprefs Order, as that Prop! e: 
Feremy had, tothe canary; ) yet their prayers, inthis 
ceſe, in this jsnFere of affairs (when the harvelt of fig 
is ripe} how effetual foever for themſelves, wowld not 
prevail, they would be fruitleff, as to the generality of 
perſons, and the calamity of the Nation 3 for when I bring 
my fore judgments upon the ZLaxd,though theſe thiee mcn, 


\weither make in- ©1114 


Noeeb, Daniel and Fob, were init, 4s 1 live, faith the gut.14.14,10. 


Zord God, they ſhould deliver neither fon nor daughter, 
they ſhould 6#t deliver their own fouls by their els 
neſs, Thereforeto prevent this dreadful ſeverity of Al- 
mighty God, give meleaveto propound ſome tew Ca- 
wveats and Dire#1ons to you, touching your behawiver, 
in reference to the Ark of Godby which I underſt.nd 
his ſacred Ordinances) and (o I ſhall conclude. 

When God was about to deſcend upon Mount $:- 
»4, at the promulgation of the Law ( Ex. 19,) he 
commanded Moſes to ſet bownds, to keep off the people, 
that they might notpre's upon fo dreadful a Majeffy, to 
their own ruins, The preſence of God with his holy 
Ark, in his holy worſhip, is no leſs ſacred, noleſs dread- 
ful than ic was on Mount Sins, I muſt therefore draw 
2 tine, and ſet up rails about ir, as well to ſecure your 
intereſt in it, as topreſerve that reſpe& and- veneration 
thatis due untoit. Theſe ſh:ll be made up of a fix fold 
Caveat. You muſt, 

1. Not over-valac, or deifie it. 
2. Noterdervalue, or blaſÞheme it. 
3, Not invade,” or "_—_ i, 
2 
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4. Not ſander, or belze it. 
5. Not intrude, or pry into it. 
6, Not rifle, or plunaer it. | | 
1, You muſt not over-valve or deifie it. ' A very high 
eſteem and reverence you muſt haye for the Ark of God , 
and you may relie upon Gods promiſe, and confidently 
expet what God hath engaged to do for you by the Mi- 
niſtry thereof. Bur you muſt not turn the Ackintoan 
Idol 3 exhibere cultum Det creature, eſt 1dololatris, ſaith 
Aquinas 3 it you dewore that ſervice to it, . and placethat 
affiance in it which is dueto God alone, you do then 
make an 1d of it; You make the Typeof Chriſt to be- 
come his Kivaly you make him jea/ows of his own Repre- 


' ſentative; and youeclipſe his honour by that ſhadow thar 


was celign'd toiluftrareand (er it off, 

Aad yet there are ſome that do more then this, worſe 
then *h# amounts to they do Hyper-deifie it, advance it 
above God, ' yea; agaimſt God z for God will not:parrs- 
nize the guilty, ChriftMill nor ſavethe impenitens; tis a 
deſperate preſumption to think they will : if you expeR 
this from the Ark, you do not ex turn it into an. 1dol, 
ſet irup in Gods ſtead: but you do wore then ſo, you ex- 
alt it above God, you pretend to make it do what God 
will not do, 'what Chriſt cannot do 5 you makeit a real 
Aatichriſt.. 

For Chriſt came to deſtroy the works of the Devil, and 
to take away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, Andit you make 
the Ark a SanGuary for MalefalFors, you ſet it up in op= 
poſition to Chriſt, and provoke him to Arm himſelf (as 
it were) againſt ir, in vindicaion of his own glory. 

Upoa this very account it was, that he delivered the 
Ark (under the Law) into the Fands of the Philiftines, 
1 S2m,4. and Jer, 7.3 Thus ſaith the Lord of Heſfts, the 
God of 1ſrae', amend your ways and your doings, and 1 will 
0 EY cauſe 
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rauſe you to dwell is this place: (but) truſt ye n#t in lying 
words, ſaying, The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of 
the Lord, the Temple of the Lords as if that bad beena 
threefold fortification, to ſecure them againſt all poſkible 
calamity 3 But ye truſt in lying words that cannot profit : 
will ye ſteal, murder, and commit adultery, and ſwear fa ſly, 
and burn incenſe #nto Baal, and wa'k after other gods whom 
jt know not, and come and ſtand before me, in 1his houſe 
which i called by my name, and ſay we are delivered is do all 
theſe abominations ? us this houſe that i called by my name 
become a den of robbers in your eyes ? Behold, even | have 
ſeenit, ſaith the Lord, But go ye now unto my place which 
was in Shiloh, where 1 put my name at the firſt, and ſee what 
1 did to it, for the wickedneſs of my people Iſrael, &c, 

That Ark which was the viſible Symbol of his preſence, 
and the eſpecial Infrument of his worſhip and ſervice, 
they ſet #t up in oppoſition to hi glory z, they would bave 
it patronize their ſin, and protetF them, in their iwnpenth: w-- 
cy, againſt Gods ſeve;e judgemeatsz andthis provokes 
God to give it upto be defiled by reproach and propha- 
nation. Le: this be a Caveat to you therefore, not to 
over-value, or deifie the Ark of God. 

2. And yer you muſt take heed you do not «nderva- 
lue and blaſpheme it z notwilifiethe ſolemn ſervice of God 
perform'd about ir, This was the fin-of Micha the 
Daughier of Sasl, (ſhe looked thorow a window, and 
ſaw Lavidclothed in his /inen Ephod, and dancing (attec 
the Mxfick) before the Ark of the Lord, and jbe deſpiſed 
him in her heart, 2. Sam: 6, 16. yea, her heart was [weld 
ſo big with pride and indignation, that. it could not con- 
tain it ſelf within any bounds of moderation z it burſt 
out into obloquy, for ſhe reproach'd him as a vain and 
ſhameleſs fellow, (Ver, 20.) 

But Pe@vid.bad enough to ſay for his own vindicati- 
0n; 


2 Sam.6,23. 
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on 3 that he did thus humble himielf, ic was only in the 
preſence of the Lord, who had exeked him z and it is ve- 
ry fit that the Majefy of earth ſhould be hid inthe daft, 
before the Majeſty of heaven y and to defÞife yy oe” 
for doing God reverence, argues an opinion, that Gad 
may have too m#cb honour, that the Selemnity of his 
worſhip may be toogreat for his excelency,and tranſcend 
the merits of his divine Attributes x and that aleſs deyo- 
tion will ferye histuro, | 

But this cafteth ſo d«rk a reflection upon Gods glory, 
that his patience cannot brook itz and therefore the pro- 
phaneſs of Miche!'s heart, and the pernlancy of her bitter 
tongue, is puniſh'd with aberre» womb, a great reproach 
in that Nation or if ſhe be with child (as ſome think ſhe 
was$)ſhe ſhall not give birth to ir, but with the Lf of her 
own life; for, becauſe of this her c&rr4age towards Da- 
vid, upon this eccafion, Therefore Michal the daughter 
of Saul had no child unto the day of ber death. 

Ard yet itis no Paradox to ſay, we Fave many of M#- 
chal's breed at this day amongſt us5 ſuch as haye made a 
mock at the linen Ephod, derided Church-muſfick d<lign- 
ed tocelcbrate Gods praiſes, ſcoffed at the very Hymns 
and Prayers,and blaſphem'd the whole Solemmity of Gods 
moſt ſacred worſhip, Have not the ſervants of the moſt 
high God been publickly reviled by the title of Baal's 
Prieſts, tor their reverent attendance upon this ſervice of 
Gods Ark ? hath not the eftabliſh'd Form of Liturgy 
been wilifiedby the name of portage, not only in the foul 
leaves of Scwrrilows P:mphlers 3 but likewife in the 
_— of railing Rabſbakehs, more foul and prophane then 
phey ? 

But we cannot be tranſported with amazement at 
theſe things, being premoniſhed by the Spirit of Pro- 
phrfie, in the holy Apoſtles, that there ſhould come (and 

that 
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that more abundantly) 4 the taft days ſcaffers, walki 
after rheir own duſts, fer S Paz 3. 
But does notchis filthy dirt that is thrown upan the 
Ark of God, dafſband be] the Majeſty of God him- 
ſelf? yes ſurely for Chriſt ſaith, He that deſpiſeth you, 
deſpiſeth me z and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpifeth that 
ſent mes, ſuch as deſpiſe the Mini/Fry that attends upon 
the Ark, $heydeſpife nyt man, b#4 God, the reproaches of 1 Thel. 4,8, 
—_ _ reproach the Ark of God, do fall upon God 
imfelf, 
And 'becauſe they were guilty of Michals fin, have 
they.not.m:t with Michals curſe too? Give them, 0 Lord, 
what wilt thou give them ? give ther 4barrew womb and 
dry breaFs, Hol, 9. 14. Have they not all beca barres, 
that ſcoffed at the ſolemn ſervice of Gods Ark? either 
their Conceptions have proved abortive 5 or, if the chil- 
dren have come to the birth, yet there hath been no Frength 
zobringfortb; or, if they have beea delivered, yet thoſe 
brea#s , that hould bave ſwckled the off- (pring of this 
[coffing Mother, haveproved dry, and {o the produci- 
on, lke the ſeed ſown by the way fide, bath dwindled 
away for want of nouriſhmear, 
This was acknowledged ina Sermon preached before 
that remnant of the Howſe of Commons ( Fan. 27. 1645) 
fox year ago (ſaith the Preacher) after 1his Parliaments had ark gps 
ſate awhile, it was generally believed that ſhe (te alludes to wonder in Hea- 
that woman which was a Type of the Church, Rev. 12,1.) P35: 
was fallen into her travel; And is the midſt of ak theſe 
forrows which have befallen 2 mg ſince, her friends en- 
couraged themſelves with this hope, that the quicker and 
fharper her pains grew, the liker ſhe was to be ſpeedily deli- 
liveredof that man-child, which was by them ſo greedily 
expeted. But, behold, xs if all theſe had been but fore- 
runners of her labour, nos bzaring-throws, /be continues 


ſis 


Heb. 5. 4+ 
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fill inpain: inſomuch as they begin now to think ſhe bath 
not gofſe her full time, «nd earneſtly to defire ſhe may z, be- 
cauſe they fear nothing more than an Abortive Reformati- 
on; (for ſo they called , they knew not what, the thi 
they projedFed to build uponthe ruines of Gods Churc 
amongſt us.) 

Remember M#cha/, Remember Saxls daughter 3 her 
fin, and her judgement to03 and ſcoff no more at the Ss- 
lemn Worſhip and Service, perfotm'd beforethe Ark of 
Gods that is our Second Caveat, 

3- You muſt not #nvadeand prophene the Ark 3 God 
would not allow that any perſon ſhould Minifter about 
the Ark,” but ſuch as were of the Tribe of Levi, and du- 
ly ordained and ballowed for that ſervice. 

Every man might expe& a bleſſing from the Ark ; but 
every man might not officiate about it, at his own ple1- 
ſure 3 the higheſt Gifs gave him no Commiſſ107, procured 
him no Authority for this work, without a ſpecial Con- 
ſecration z for nomaen taketh this honour unto himſelf, but 
he that is called of God, as was Aarony without this war- 
r4ut, the greateſt Jeal, though direRed by an eminent 
degree ot knowledge, in the management of this ſacred 
FunttHoy, had been no better then a Sacrilegious pro- 
pHanation. 

Whenthe 0xe» ſtumbled and ſhook the Ark, UFz 4h 
put forth his hand, out of devotion, without all perad - 
venture, to #phol4 it, tFatit might not be overthrown, but 
his good meaning would not excuſe his reſhneſ#; for, 
whether his hand and ſhoulder withered, or he weie 
ſtruck ſuddenly with a #hwnder-bolr, I ſhall notrake up- 
on we to determine ; but this I am aſſured of, upon the 
Creditand Authori'y of the holy Story, tha* the 1nze- 
of the Lord was kindled againſt UTJah, and God ſmote bin 
there for his errour, and there he died by the Arkof God, 
2 Sam, 6, 6, 7» " Shall 


_ 
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Shall I give you Mr, Calamy's Application of this ac - £1 trembled 
cident ? We have had great difrder heretofore, ſaith he, — _ 
and Godis now puniſhing us for that diſorder : there were 
abundance of well-mraning men that nſurping the Miniſteri- 
al 'office 3" and (forſonth) they were afraid the Ark was fal: 
ling, and they laid to thelr ſhoulders; but their touching the 
Ark nnadid the Ark and themſelves too, andbrought a ſean- 
dal ow the Goſpel, Thisis Mr. Calamy's Application, 

Bur if we examine the matter thorowly, we ſh.ll fiad 
him, with many others (that inwelghed fiercely againſt 
ſuch as #ſ#rped the Miniſterial Office) involved ia che 
ſame guih with UJJ@b, and conſequently, they fall un- 
derthe ſame condemnation, 

For what was HzI's crimes 0Japercnſſus eſt, qud4 
attigi{ſet arcam Domini, 14 enim ne Leviiis quidem fas 
erat, Arcamenim abillis tanthm geſtari, non cemtingi, 
ant [petFart oportwit, laith Peter Martyr : UJzah was (mit- 1" 2 Sam. 6. 6, 
ten, . becauſe he touch'd the Ark of God ; for the Le- 7 © 
vitt's Office was to carry the Ark, but they were, under 
a ſeyere prohibition, neither to coxch.ir, nor to look into 
it 3 for Giche Lord had ordained, Numb. 4.15. When 
Aaron and his Sons have made 4n end of covering the San- 
Fury, and all the veſſels of the Sanituary, as the Camp is 
50 ſet forwards after that, the Sons of Kohath ſhall come to 
bear it z, but they ſha'l not touch any holy thing, left they dies 
and Ver.20. They ſhall not go in to ſee, when the holy things 
arecovered, leſt they de, 

But it might have beenalledged onthe bei-If of UF- 
zh, that what he did was upon an ex:r40rdinary occall- 
on, in 4 caſe of neceſſity, and out of zeal, to {aye the j;;; 
Ark from falling z but as Peter Martyr bath very well 
obſerved» his touching the Ark is aſſizned, by many, as the 
cauſe, whyhe was ſo Tadderh ſmittenz Sed erat alia cauſa 
& prior & major, quod ille arcam impoſuiſſes in currum, 
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& dediſſet canſam buic neceſſitati. But there wat another, 


-4 former and a greater cauſe foritz bis my the Ark wp- 
J 


ger and nec{[lty. 
»eliſh Annotations, The of 'she Lord was 
Undled agate Uzzahy beranſe he had canſed h& holy Ark 
ro be carried in a Cart, which they ſhould have born on their 
ſhonlatrs, and for touching it with bis hand, being but a Le- 
vite and no Prieſt, On, 2 Satn.6.7, 

The Levites might not be'their own Carvers, inthe 
holy fun&ion, might not invade what parrot itthey had 
4fancy toz no, Arm and hi ſons ſhill goin, and appoint 
them every one #8 his ſervice, andto bus burden tf, Ift 
had an ambition to #ſ#rp any other part of the ſacred Ot- 
fice (that was nor ſo «ſigned them by'their S»perionrs) 


0n 4 Cart, and ſo betraying it to that 
So the 


though they did createa preſent axceſſ#ty for ity yet that 
REC of thet own making could not j»fifie them-in 
ſuch their Secrilegions Uſurpation, 


And this is dize@ly the Caſe of the Pre:zbyterians, Tr 
was their duty (we confeſs) to bear the Ark of God, to Mi- 
niſter untoit, in ſome parts of the ſacred Office, ſuch as 
were «(ſigned them by their Swperiours z butthey could 
not keeptheir hands off the Ark z their enbithon ſpur'd 
them on to Mſurp other parts of #hxs Office; to lay an 
hands , for the 0rdhnation of others 3 (leſt, forſooth, 
the Ark of Gods worſhip ſhould fall tothe ground, for 
lack of a Miniſtry to attend it) which they hadnoCom- 
miſfion for, no Warrant at all, but a pretexded neceſfity 
of the'r own making, by: pulling down Aaron and his 
Sons, the holy order of Biſhops, who alone were inveſted 
with'that power. 

So that theſe Prezbyrerians have followed Uzz4b in 
the imitation of his errovy and temerity 5 and bath not 
a ſuitable judgment overtaken them, a puniſhment Ane- 
logical tothat of Mzz4h? are not thoſe hands _ _ 

| et 
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ſtretched out,without any A##bority,tq perform ihzs QF. 
fice, are they not withered ?f bath not the anger of the 
Lord(as Mr, Ealamy in part confeſſeth) ſmitien crhem,for 
this S«crilegiows Uiurpation 2 we ſee,they are devd;betore 
the Ark, in #his capacitys and therefore, you muſt nor 
invade and profane the Ark that is the third Caveat. 
4. You muſt not ſander and belie the Ark, There 
- are» and havye been jnall Ages, falſe Prophets who have 
ſuggeſted their own Dreams, Fancies and Deſszns, for the 
Oracles of God, The Prophets Propheſie lies in my name, 
as the Lord himſelf complains by the Prophet Jeremy, Chip.14.14; 
1 [ent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither 
ſpake 1 wnto them: they propheſie wats you a f<lſe viſion, 
4nd divination, and « thing of nought, and the deceit of 
their hears, Jr, 14 14. avd Chap. 23. 16,17, Thus 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, hearkew no: unto th: words of the 
Prophets that proph:fs: unto you g they make you vain © they 
ſpeak 2 vſnon of their own heart, and not on: of the mouth 
of the Lord : they jay ftill wnto them that deſpiſe me, the 


__— ——_ 


ph : + ®# Mr. oh 
One of them g:ve out #h1s for an Oracle *, about 18 ” Mr. Fol An: 


or 19 years ago, that the King, though He1d of all, 5.caml. 


him, 
And becauſethis js contradicted expreſly by the live- 
ly orecles of the holy Scriptere, and the writings of all 


the primicive Fathers, therefore that lying bloody Oracle 
». M3 ſaid 
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ſaid further (meffe&) that God did hide this liberty from 
the primitive Chriſtians, Jeſt #he uſe of it ſhonld canſe an 
abortion in the birth of Ant ip God cauſed 4 de ſeep 
(faith he) ro fall upon theſe truths, the hiding of them being 
neceſſary 10 help Antichriſt up to his throne z yea, he ſaith, 
that God by ſpecial diſpenſation fuffer'd him the ſaid Anti- 
chriit to make ſuch truths bus footſtool, till he bad adyan- 
ced himſelf ro his higheſt pitch in the world, 

But »ow that this Antichriſt is #0 be deſtroyed and caf 
out, andthe Commonalty of Chriſtians (as he pretended) 
being the men that muſt havethe principal hand in executi 
Gods judgments upon the whore; for bringing #hi to pa 
now,ſaith he,in theſe our times God hath given out this Re- 
wvelation to s,he hath manifeſted theDo@&rine of Refiſances 
and Chriſtians may aR contrary to the will of their Swperi-. 
our:, And for this, you have Mr. Fobn Gooawins afle + 
veration, 

To a like effe& you have another, that blows the 
Trumpet of Sedition ; and to raiſe up the people in 
Arms againſt their lawf#l Sovereign. He does ſhame- 
fully pervert and blaſpheme the ſacred Text, Judg. 5.23. 
Curſeye MeroX (ſaid the Angel of the Lord) curſe ye bitter - 

® See Mr. Ed. Iy the inhabitants thereof ; Fecank they came not 10 the help 
— of the Lord, 10 the -* of the Lord againſt themighty. And 
$crmon, this was Mr. Marſha ge 

A third tells ſome of the Houſe of Commons, in a Ser- 

Mr. Wiliom 990 at WeſtminFer, (1641) that now s the time, that 
Bridge, Baby- God is beating down the walls of proud Babylon, that are 
lons connfall; raiſed up inevery Kingdom 3 and, ſaith he, ye ſhall fee = 
apo great works cometo af ſhortly. And, in his Epiſtle to the 
Reader, hetells him, 7 ſhall ot prophefie, if 1 ſay, The 
* ſword is now drawn, whoſe anger Rat not be pacified, ill 
Babylon be down, And this is Mr. William Bridge, And 
another of Theſe Prophets isas poſitive as if the wogk wy 
| & j 
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then been already done; thegreate# blow that ever was 
giver, ſaith he, #o Antichriltian Governmeat, is that 
which NOW IT HATH HAD, Babylon 4s fal- 
ten, is fallen, ſo fallen as it ſhall NEVER riſe again 3 * 0a If. 66, 


10.ins Thank 


and this is Mr. Feremy Burroughs *. rivio 
And others, to inflame and ingage the people unto Re- - 
belttion, have torced the holy Scripture ſeemingly to belie 
itſelf 3 for ſo they did when they | yr ans upon thoſe 
Texts, Curſed is he that withbolaeth his hand from blood , 3* Evangeli- 
and curſed is he that doth the work of the Lord negligently ; er ————__ 
when they were fighting againſt the King and his loyal 
Subjets. 
And leſt the peoples _ ſhould be affrizhted, 
and their inſolence dawwtea.,, at the Apoſtles dreadful 
Commination againſt ſuch Refi [ters, Rom, 13. They that 
reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation; They tound g..,, ,, 
out an allay, by a gentle interpretation of the Phyaſe 5 it ibp.zz. 
does not fignifie the damnation of hell (they tell their con- 
fidents, whom they had abuſed and ſeduced to follow 
their pernicious ways) but ſome temporal mul only (if the 
King ſhould prove able ro dnfiit} it.) 

But when ſo much Chriſtian blood hath been ſbed, and 
a moſt flouriſhing Kingdom, with a Church of the beſt Con- 
ſtirmtioninthe whole world, deſtroyed, under a pretence- 
of pulling down Antichriſt, what new Model have they 
got, what Plat- formbaye they received from heaven, to 
ſerupinthe room of it? why, no other than what their 
blind imaginations ſhould ſtumbleupon by chance, and. 

God knows when3 And the holy Text is ſacrificed too, to - 

aitfie this conceir. 

Go with me, ſaith Mr. Caſe, to Heb; 11,13, An ye lhis Sermon 
fhall find Abraham with his ftaff in his hand, and his ſandalt x A 
on his feet, and his loyns girt: pleaſeto let me ask him 2. 1546. 
eo or. three Queſtions by the way: (ce. what i 9 PS 0t., 
anſwer. . 


- 
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anſwer, Reverend Patriarch , whether are you going ?. 
Anſwer, I know not : When ſhall you retwrn ? Anſwer, 
I know not: How will you ſubſift ? Anſw. I know not ; 
He ts in haſte as well as wes, and therefore Tie ack him bus 
"one Queſtion more, Abraham, why then do you go at (uch 

 UNCERTAINTIESY to this hewill anſwer, 
I go not upon uncertainties z I have «Call 5 Ihave « com- 
mand , ani that will ſecure my perſon, and bear my 
charges. By faith Abraham when he was called to go into 
4 place, which he ſhould afier receive for an inheritance, 
obeyed,end went our, NOT KNOWING WHI- 
THER HE WENT, 

Chriſtians (faith he) ob/erve, a Call ds as good a5 a Pro 
miſe: (andalittle after) we have not only a call, but a 
promiſe z not in general only, but in ſpecial, The whole 
Book of the Revelation #s nothing elſe bus one greas Pro- 
miſe of the down-fall of Antichriſt, and Goſpe!-Refor- 
mations 4nd that is the work Parliament avd Kingdom 
have now in hand in theſe three Nations : Thus Mr. Caſe, 

But whatthey meant by that Goſpel-reformation,they 
could never agree to tell us 3 witnels Mr, Daniel Evance, 

* Ineituled in his Sermon * before the Lords, Fs, 28. 1645, (on 
The Ndie 0 x $499, 2+ 30.) where he tells them thus: 7 profeſ, my 
Lords, 1 am neither for Paul, nor Apollos, ner Cephas, 
nor Chriſt, #41! 1 know what Paul «ud Apollos and Cephas 
are - and what thoſe, that ſay they are for Chriſt, can 
ay for him, 

"ws I cold wiſh (my Lords) that we had the P A T- 
TE RN, that every man might Conſult with the mount, 
WHICH OF THE TWO IS CHRISTS G0O- 
VERNMENT, The CHILD i: CHRIST- 
NE D (for ought | ſee) beforeitis BORN, and me have 

the NAMES before the THINGS. 
It ſeems, by their own Cenfeſſion, they were not ſo 


good 


Heb! 11,8; 
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Marks-men as S* Pant was, [1 therefore ſo run, wot When mill theſe 
4s wwcertainly : ſo fight 1, not 65 one that beateth the aty : * © ingenuma 
were like the Samaritanes, to whom our Saviour oned,2a.13.4, 
ſairh, Joh. 4. 23. Te worſhip ye know not what. In this 5 
they were like thoſe the Apoſtles ſpeaks of, who pro- 
felſine themſelves to be wiſe, they became fools, Rom. x, 
22, take heed therefore that you do not fender, or belie 
the Ark of God ; that is the fowrth Caveat. 
5. You muſt not ##trede or pry into the Ark of God. 
- We muſt look no further than as the holy Ghoſt Hach 
ſetitopey, and the hand of the Prophets and Apoſtles 
drawn the C#rtais for us, _ will not — the com- 
mon letogaFe upon the holy Mount (Exod. 19.21, 
ſecrer ds Mk —_ Aord our God + Revealed or n 
are for us, and for our children, Tf we muſt needs afford *** 5929 
a proſþet# to our curioſity, there are Atyſteries diſplaied to - 
us, in the holy Goſpel, ſuch as the Angels defore t0 look 1 Per1.19) 
intos can we not ſatisfie our ſelves in the contemplation 
of theſe things * 
If wemuſt needs let our thoughts rua out upon the 
judgment 10 come, can we not confine them within the 
modeſt limits of ſobriety, and meditate upon the certainty, 
and the pony with thoſe terrible accidents that ſhall 
attend it 2 is all our /ong#ng afrer the forbidden fruis, that 
grows upon this tree? how many iwpeſi#res have the See Gerb.de ex- 
Chriſtian World been deluded with, upon this account, 3on9*4m% 
for filthy lacres ſake ? 2 
And of what ill conſequence this is, you may learn | 
from Mr, Calamy * ; hetells yon it is the way to make 19 9s late | 
men Atheiſts , to believe nothing and thereupon he 
concludes, that certainly thoſe Miniſters do no good to the 
Church, that preſcribe Times and Seaſons 3 for when thoſe 
Seaſons are come, and we find our ſelves diſappointed, after 
that we will believe the Miniſter no more, 
This 


38 


x Sam.6.19, 
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This was the fin of the Bethſhemites (prying into the 
Ark of God) which coſt them no leſs then 50090 lives, 
Mr. Calamy was very ſenfible of this judgement upon 
thoſewenyg and yetatthe very ſametime, he muſt needs 
be peeping into the Ark himſelf z for what elſe means his 
hints, touching thoſe froug impreſſions upon the hearts 
of many learned men, asto the year 1666. and the Book 
printed to prove, that Antichriſt ſhall :hep be deſtroyed ? 
what means he elſe, by his hint, that ſome pitchy upon a 
neerer time, which be is loth toname ? 

But hetells us, he is ſure, that God is now pouring out 
bi Vials wpon Antichriſt, and the Throne of the Beaſt z, and 
al: hough ſome few drops of theſe Vials may fall upon the Re- 
formed Churches to chaſtiſe them, yet the Vials are intended 

for the Whore of Babylon, and ſhall at left be all poured out 
#pon Her, to therwine of Antichriſt and all bs Adherents, 

Why, eruly theſe men are much beholden to the 
Beaſt, and do make much uſe of his Threxe to uphold 
their ſeditious doctrines and practices: For Amtichrift is 
their talking horſe , when the preſent Government is their 
quarry, For by Antichri#t they underſtand not onely 
the Pope of Rome, orthe Great Turk, butehe very Hie- 
rarchy.of the Church, with the Solemn Service of God, 
which is performed and upheld by ir. And by amuzing 
the people with the ſudden and. certain expeRation of 
ths Antichriſts raine, they keep them in a po#ure for 
ſedition, that when they ſee their advantage to give the 
word, they may be ready to-arme, and give fire upon 
their Governours, 

But for this pretexce of pulling down Antichriſt, it is 
a ſaddle that will fit any back. Hath not the Presbyteriax 
party been called Antichriſt ? yes, and that inPrint too z 
and perhaps they had had a war made upon them, upon 
that account, had they inſiſted fifly upon their pretenti- 

075 t0#ha1 Government, But 
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'But for my parts I think it more then probable, that 
the great A che Apoſtle ſpeaks of * is deſtroyed » , Ther x.7, 
already: If vr yetthe queſtion is not ſufficiently de- 8,9,10. 
termined (by them who are in-expeRation of his ruine ) 2*- Han 
who hes z much leſs when bis Kingdom i to have an end. gion, 
And whea men have been engaged to the expence of fo 
much blood and treaſure, tothe r#ineof ſo many Perſons 
and Families, in purſuance of ſuch a deſign, and there 
comes nothing on't 5 but their ſ»ppoſed Antichriſt, or his 
ſuppoſed Adhereats continue ſtill, and appear to be (o 
much: leſs 4»#ichrift then themſelyes , in that they defice 
to live in peace, and to render wnto God the due unto 
bis N ame (which the real Antichri# certaialy 0esnot 5 ) 
who ſhall anſwer for all the horrible outrages that have 
been committed to no purpoſe, but to the diſhonour of 
God, and the ſcandal of mankind, to the reproach of 
our Chriſtian Profeſſion, and the juſt indignation of our 
Superiours? - VV ho, I ſay, ſhall anſwer th& at Gods Tri- 
bunal? Will that excuſe ſerve the turn, (which is all 
that can be pretended to) That the, promoters of theſe 
confufions were mitaken, and do now begin to think that 
the Church (the woman they fancied to be all this while 
in trevel with the deſigns of their own begerting) has not 
yet gone ber fullsime, (as one of them is pleaſed to word Mr: amine 
it?) 1 ſay, will bx excuſe ſerye the turn before the = F 
dreadful Fudge ? 
Bur ſuppoſe there were an infallible diſcovery of A4#- 
tichriſt, yet where is the Commiſion ? where do we 
finde any warrant to levy war ag:ioſt him 7 Ir is aid of 
that Beaft and his Complices, Revel. 17. 14+. That hey 
ſhall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb ſhall overcome 
them. But where do we finde thatthe Lamb makes war 
upon them 2 Itis with the Spirit of his mouth that he 
conſumes them, and with brightneſs of his coming, 
| nor 


% 
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not by the mouth of the glittering ſword, 2 Theſſ,2. $. 
It is ſaid alſo, (Revel,n7, 16) that 3he tem horns (which 
are interpreted to be ren Kings, v, 12.) ſhall hate the whore, 
41d ſhall make her deſolateand naked, 4nd ſhall eat ber fleſh, 


 andbarn her with fire, But inall this I can fee: no war- 


41 Kin.11,31, 


biXin.12. 19. 
c1Kin11; 29. 


d 1 Kin.15.26, 


34+ 


ex Theſ, 4.11, 


fHeb.12.14. 


rant, nothing that looks like ir, for Subjects to take up 
Arms withest, much leſs, a74inft the Kings Authority, 

There is a Prophelie, indeed, that 4-#ichrift ſhall fel 
and be deX#royed; but that will nor juſtifie what is done 
againſt Gods Command: For there is a Propheſie hike- 
wiſe, that the Devil ſhould caft ſome of the Servants of God 
into priſon, Revel.2.10, and yet he is a Devil ſtill, A 
Prophefie that Feroboam® ſhould have tex parts of Rebs- 
boem's Kingdom, and yet he was a Rebef ® and an Hſar- 
per ©, and he naade Iſrael to font, 

We muſt frame our lives and aRions, not by dark 
Propheſies, but by clear Precepts : And we are no where 
informed who & Amichriſty, no where enjoyned 38 fight 
againſt him ; but earneſtly exhorted To be quiet, und #0 

0 our own buſineſs *; To follow peace with all men, re w 
ee the 


lim, without which (pair of virtues) no men ſhall 
Lora*, 

Certainly therefore our wiſeſt courſe is, not to trou- 
ble our heads about Anrichrift, bur leave Chriſt himſelf 
to Ceal with him, and to betake our ſelves to Prayer and 
Faſting, with other pious exerciſes, to prepare for the- 
Advent of Death and Fudgment. This is the fifth Cave- 
4, not to #nir ade or pry into the Ark. 

6. The ſixth and laſt Caveat is, you muſt not rife 
and plunder the Atk. The Apoſtle tells us, Heb, 9; 
That with the Ark there were not only the Tables of 8 


Covenant, but alſo the golden pot 1hat had Mayna,and Au- 
rons rod that budded, The Tables of the Law are of in- 


difpenſable neceſ#y to falvation z for the mercy of the 
Lor 
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Lord « everlaſting to ever #p0n them that {ear 
him; > (utes _, ink upon hu _ 
mandments ts dot Pſal. 103. 17,18. And Aarons 
Rod 'is requiſite toexciteand quickens the Pot of Manna 
ro ſtrengthen and encourage unto the duty : There is a 
mixture of ſeverity and ſweetneff, as Gregory bath obſer- Lib.2. paftord. 
ved z Rigor diſcipline &, dulceds humanitutis, que ſacre- g3*£nibel 
ſaniFas legwrs T abul 4s euftodiunt. There muſt be Diſcl- * * 
line, and there muſt be Sacraments, elſe the Law cannot 
obſcryed: The one to awe, the other to enable us to 
that obſervation, 
All the Service perform<d before the Ark under the 
Law was not Typics/z though the Sacrifices of fowls and 
beaſt be owt of date and aboliſh:d, yer the Sacrifice of 
hearts and ſouls is in force ſtill, There was incenſe to bz 
offered, and God was tobe ſolemnly thant'd and praiſed 
Morning and Evening * , and this continues ſtill, though ® « Chron. 24, 
the other be extinguiſhed. wo 
Nay, 3 they had their Sacrifice prefigurative, to pro- 
refs their hi. mage and devotion, to awaken their repen- 
$exce, upon a ſuggeſtion of their g#ils and their deme. 
rits, and toexcitetheir faith to lay hold upon the paſſion 
and death of Chriſt to come, for their expiation and a- 
tonementz {ſo we have our Sacrifice repreſentative, to 
proteft our devotion, to awaken our repearance, and to 
exciteour Faith to lay hold upon the Paſſion and Death of 
Chriſt already. paſt: For from the riſing of the Sun even Mil.r. 11, 
wntothe going down of the ſame, my name ſhall be great 4 — 
mong the Eentiler, andin every place Incenſe ſhill be offered and the Anci- 
wnto my name, and 4 pure offering : For my name ſhall be rote ag by 
great among the Heathen, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, This _— 
isthat ſolemn Commemorative 0blation of the Sacrifice of 
the Groſs, with our Adorations, Laudes and Prayers, in 
that Sasramental Euchariſt of Chriſts own Inſtitution, 
| N 2 Chriſt 
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Chriſt & given ws in pretium (faith-that Learned Bi- 
* bilbop 4% (hop * ) for «price; « price elther of ranſome, 10 bring ons 
of the Nativi- de loco Caliginoſos or price of purchaſe, of (that, where 
ty. without it we have no intereſt) the Kingdom of Heaven, 
hn mage For both he #« given, offer we him for both. Hewas 
jorem neque pu- ws, f0 _—_— h might give = _— #1 _ —_ 
riorem que. wothing V s that we mig this ws, (a 
fred Gam -4 this of greateſt price) to offer for that which needitk 4 
charittiom, cam rear price, our fins, fo many in number, and ſo foul in 
a_—_ quality. We had nothing worthy Gods This He goes 
nem plans Deo that us worthy him , which cannot be but accepted , 
Roefejan we it never o oftes, Let us then offer him, and in the 
| loceufe & att of offering, 45k of bim what is meet, Axnd a little after, 
boſtie onnes This {his fleſh] be gave for ws in ſacrifice 5 and this begd- 
on dyens Veth ws, inthe Sacrament z that the Sacrifice way, by the 
rantopere ils Sacrament, be #ruly applied #8 ww, 
prac (6. E%- What an irreliglows, what a ſcandalowe negled of the 
Paul.de Pals Ark of God, in reſpeR of thi part of our 'Solemen wor- 
cie, in Mal. 1- ſhip, hath been throughout this Kingdom, L-need not 
mw tell you z- your cannot but remember it, - But: I wiſh 
there were 5 and I pray God there may be ſuch a:ſenſe 
of our miſcarriages intheſe particulars, as may produce 
2 Salutary ſhame, a Corgial and thorow hemiliation. 
Thereisnothing elſe can fit us for ſo lovely a profpet?, 
2$ is the external Beauty of Gods houſe and folemn worſhip. 
To this purpoſe it is very remarkable what the Lord faith 
tothe Prophet EJekie! (Chap, 43. 10, 11,) Thos Son of 
man, Jhew the houſe tothe houſe of Iſrael; that they may 
be aſhamed of #hery iniquities, aud let them meaſure the 
pattern. And if they beaſhamed of all thatthey haye done, 
fhew them the Form of the Houſe, and the faſhion thereof, 
and the goings out thereof, and the comings in thereof, and 
all the Forms thereof, and all the Ordinances thereof; and 
althe Formsthereof; and all the Laws thereof * and wrive 
it 
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i in their fig ht,that they way keep the whole Form thereof, 
«nd all - thereof, _ do thers. 4 

And this will lead me to the laſt Sage of my Diſ- 
courſe, which is the cad of my- Deſign $-viX. to give 
you ſome: direZHions how you are to 4emean your ſelves, 
inteference tothe Ark of Gods ſo/emn worſhip» 

Bur theſe Direi#ions ſheuld be uſher'd in with aword 
or two of «dwenition toſuch as ate. in higheſt. Authority 
over us, | 

I. The Firſtis, To fspport and countenance the Hle- 

_—_ that Order of men who are (et apart by a ſpecial 
a& of Conſecration, toattend the ſervice of the Ark 3 the 
-Arrk of God cannot $/oriexe, under the Miniftry 
of a contensptible Priefibied. . Iris the Learning and Piety, 
the Pradence and Gravity, the Splendor and Authority, of 
the Epiſcopal Order,that muſt keep up the Ark in a ſteady 
poſtureamongſt us... . 
: Aſpiring Novices will run it into 69gs and precipices, 
and leave it without a guard, to be overla/d with Super- 
fs:tion, or expoſed to the.rsde hands of -Sacriledge and 
Prophaneſ.. 

Wheze. there is ſuch a Hierarchy. as keeps every one 
ta his S14#/onand of fice,” there the people are inſtructed, 


by the example of their regular. ſubordination, to keep. 


their Order and Decorumy and this is the Apoſtles Bul- 
werk, oppoſed to ſedutFion (Col, 2.5.) and ſuch as keep 
to it ate impreguable. 
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. 1 Foras:that Reverend, and Learned Biſhop obſerves, Bitop Daver; 


0 
Rar din exrores pragipitantur, qui ordinem ob dhemtia Pr e- £4 Colol.z., 


t one 


poſitis debitums obſerant z, © contra,ubi ordo preciplendi & ___ — 
parendi negligitur, ibl tanquam per disjettam aciems facile Quaker, or 4- 
peryompicur, They {cldom fall into Errours that ob- 7327: fall 
ſerve the order of. obedience due unto their Prelates * ; the Biſhop; nox 


but on che contrary, where the order-of commanding = {*irini- 


——— 


94 Urael's Gratulation for |, 
-andobeying is neglected, therethe enemy eaſily breaks 
in, as intoa ronted Army. | 

To this purpaſe we may obſervethat Holy Martyr 
St. 1gnatizs very full and preſſing. T5 Gvoxivy vaorde- 
| 8438s os m1) Kveie* int p17 a hy 
. . modiowy ©x. Be ye [whject wntothe Biſhop 45s unto the Loyd: 
_ alTHs or be if a ſouls as he that muſt. give account, 
: Andalittle after yz 'Arey«dioy bu div, Ionnee wnrfiry, 4rd oe 3. 
* Hicb. 0307 eoxbrs windy aegirlery tua. 11 is necef{ary that you do nothing, 
that you attempt nothing without the Biſhop, And a while 
after: Aidits N x; 73 $ioxony 9ſt, os Xerghy, nal' 3 Uuiy 3s war 
xdewor HuvrdEas]o ewbgonei 5 Urls Te Jundrnels. dy; xavuggs Ri. 8 
x; Veraxger mol Froximy x; TH; argnoPurigns. 5 Gund; dy, irhs Ray 
6 wel Ta Shoxbars x -rpsofuriper x) 5H Saxiyay T1 rggioony * 5 
Toto woziai]ar T5 our(Neote; o&, War dniew —_ —_— 
your Biſhop even as Chriſt, according 19 the precept of 4h 
bleſſed pay For he that i within the Lens rs 
the communion of the Church, is aw'4ntire pure Chriſtian: 
and for this cauſe obey your Biſhop and the Prieſts, But he 
that is not within this communion, he that atts of his own 
head, without the Biſhop, not in conformity with him, and 
the Priefts and Deacons, is pollutedin'his Conſcience, and is 
* : Tin.s,s, Worſe then an Infidd *, thas' /gnaghus, The Hierar 
y therefore bf the Chirchiis by aM1meangyto be kept up, 
and all due weneration and obedience is tobe paid roir, = 
But this belongs chiefly to the Higher Powersz and 
yet ſomething you may all do towards 1t, It is Recorded, 
that when'Chryſoſtome was tobe baniſhed from Conften- 
tinople, the people were ſd -:ffeRed with him, thar "they 
- all went'to the Emperor, atid Petitioned for Chryſoome, 
proteſſing they could no more miſs Chryſoſtame, then they 
- conld miſs the Sun out of the Firmament z, and yet (which 
_ Idefireyou'to obſerve and-earry home withy6u) Thry- 
ſoſtomewas not thepeoples merctuary Enyate, +ot fatter- 
| ing 
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Ing LeiFurer, but the Biſhop of the Dloceſs, and his See" 
was Conflentinople. And I ſuppole this might be one 
reaſon, why Mr. Calemy (as be ſaithy was ſo loth (fully). 


#0 rell that tory: But, | 
2, There is a ſecond Admenitien directed to all that 


2re concern'd herein,to take care that this Hierarchy be re- 
ally ſuch as the name importeth, 4 Holy Order or Gover- 
»ence, Boly in their perſons and converſation,and holy in 
their minifration and addref. - God will be ſanRified of Lev.10.3. 
«ll thoſe that draw nigh uns him, Be ye holy, ye that bear 
the weſſels of the Lord : upon the bells of the horſes, (airh **n#'® 
the Prophet, ſhall be holineſs 19 the Lord, 
But there muſt be bolizef, not upon Aarons Bells only 
(in the parity of his DotFrine) but the inſcription upon | 
is forelu muſt be ſo too, Holivefi to the Lord 3 let the P3133 9: 
Prieſts be clothed with righteoufnefs : he muſt be white and 
pwre in bis comver ſation as well as in his veſtwre. 
And, 2. Becauſe Sans ſanf#t, holy things muſt 
be performed after a holy manner therefore a ſpecial 
ſantifcation is requiſite untothe addreſs 3 (it « beef 
ſhould ruſh in to the boly Mownz, he ſhould be trans fixed Heb. 12; 26; 
with ſome dart or other for it)hereupon the Pſalmiſt, 
1'will waſh my hands in innocency, and ſo will 1 compaſs thy pyl.16:5; 
Altar, 0 Lord. 
And now, for Dire#ions to the people, All the my- 
ſterics of the Atk are comprehended and unfolded in the 
Feſtivals of the Church s and ſuch as do conſtantly fre- 
quentthem can be ignorant of nothing that is neceſſary- 
$0 their Salvation. 
- But your addreſs muſt be d#ly qualified, that it may 
find a grac/ows acceptation. You muſt approach with 
Humility, with Alacrity, with Unanimity, with Unifor- 
mity, Thele four will make your 4pproach welcome to 
the Ark or Ordinances of God.. | 


JF, It 


UracP's Gratulation for - ' 


- +2, Temuſt be with Homdility and Reverence, There 

__ pur Fo bear no more reverence to the Ark of 

p, thenif it were but an Ark of Bel-r»ſbes. 

Dad Bur boi Ahmet bouſe for ever, ſaith the Prophet: 
To + 


baths, and reverence my Santtuary, 
ww; Ton 19.31. God is greatly 10 be feared in 
the aſſembly of the S&ims : got tobe had in reverence of all 
them that are abdus him, Pſa), 89.7. and'Plal, 68. _ 
- thou art-terrible out of thy holy pens therefore 
the Lord with fear, ' and rejoyce before him with , 
Plal. 2. We will go imto bis Tabernacles, we will worſhip as 
by foorſtool, Pal. 132, 7. and Pal: 99, 5. Exalt ye vhe 
Lord our God,. and worſbip at his footflool. And as thatex- 
.7.6, prefhion had referenceto the Ark #hex, ſo bath it: ro the 
oly Sacrament ow, as weare taught by 8 worms. *and 
S Auſtin, Per ſcabellam terra inte * per terranm 
avtem cars Chriſti: quans hodie queg, in myBerits ador a> 
mus : By foorftool we are 18 underſtand the carth,: : ayd by the 
earth rhe or of Chriſt ; wbich at this ,' we: adore $16 
the _— eres, And S* Auſt nd to me purpoſes 
Lueroquid fit pre eps. & dicis mibs Scriptu- 


Not to wo je ar «#4, Fer 14 ſcabellum pedums meorums, Fluttuans converto 


/ me ad Chriftum, 


quizipſum' querohic, & invenio quaneo- 


Forks, E's - ne impictate adoretur terra, fincimpietate adoretur ſea- 


um pedum eſus. | Suſcepit enine devterra terram, y=_ 
= deterraeſt, & de carne Matic carnem accepis. 

quiain ipſa carne bic ambulavis, & ipſam a 
manducandam ad ſalster dedit: NEMO AUTEM 
ILLAM CARNEM MANDUCAT NISI 
PRIUS ADOR AY ERIT: inventum eft quemad- 
modem adoretar tale (cabeHum pedum Domins, & non /0- 
lum NON PECCEMUS ADORANDO, ſed 
PECCEMUS NON ADORAND0:; Idemand 
Kg is his footRool z and: God inthe. holy Scripture 


tells 
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tells me, theearth is . foorſtoo), Bur being in ſore 
fluQuarion and doubtfulneſs, I turn me unto Chriſt, for 
bimIam to ſeck here, and in him I find how the earth 
may be adored without any impiety, how without any 
impiety I may adore his footſtool, For he took cath 
from the earth z for fleſh is ofthe earth, and of the fleſh 
of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, the took fleſh, And becauſe 
ia that fleſh he converſed here amongſt us, and gave that 
fleſhto usto ear for our ſalyation: AND NO MAN 
EATETH THAT FLESH UNLESSE 
HE HATH FIRST ADORED : We have 
(here) found how ſuch a footſtool of the Lord may be 
adored, and we ſhould not only NOT SIN IN 
ADORING, but WE SHOULD SIN 
(certainly) IN NOT ADORING: Thus S 4s- 
guſtine. 

Aad above all others the Apoſtle expeReth thar 84s 
ſervice ſhould be worthily pertomed, 1 Cor. 11. other- 
wiſe ſad effes did many times follow , for whoſoever 
e48 this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord unwor- 
thily, ſhall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, (Ver. 
27.) He eateth and drinketh damnation to himſelf, not dif- 
cerning the Lords body (Ver, 29.) and for this cauſe, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, 214ny are weak and fickly among you, and ma- 
»y ſleep, that is, they are ſtruck dead, Yer, 30. 

Ic is confiderable in the Bethſbemites, they took notice 
that the Ark of God had been in Captivity amongſt the 
uncircumciſed Philiftines, that they had ſetit up in the 
houſe of D4gon, and had committed it ro the conduct of 
Oxen, upon a new Cart 3 and this homely uſage of it gave 
them incouragement ( never conſidering the judgments 
that had been inflicted upon thoſe Philiftines) ro be Fa- 
miliar with it,..and to ga{e upon it, without any reve- 


reuce at all, 4if it had'been «benated from Gods care x Sem. 6. 


Oo and 


Rom.14.10,11, 


Iſrael's Grathlation for 


and ſervice; 2nd was become an ordindry commen thing; 
But God does —_— vindicate this their prophenation 
he ſtrikes more then 5oooo of them dead upon the placey- 
that the ſharpneſſe of his ſeverity might recover that reſpe# 
and veweration to the Ark, which he ſaw was not like 
to be paid to it otherwiſe, 4 300% 

Mcn bave made. themſelves very familiar with Al- 
mighty God, in theſe late times; and his dreadful 0r- 
dinances, havieg beea held in a kind of Captivity, and 
ſellied by the reproaches Of ignorant and prophant perſohs, 
they have been looked upoftas ſlelght and commbnthi 
but be 103 deceived, God is notmocked, neither will he al- 
ways ſuffer him'elf to be «ffroxred in bis ſacred Aſſemblies 
and holy 1nftitutiojss y if you have” not ing enough 
eo refider all dee reverence to Gods Atks if theargu- 
ments of Reaſon and Religion cannot prevail with 
to this effeRz if ſeverity muſt be uſed, to procure this 
from you (which concerns your ownererNnil grod, no fefs- 
then Gods glory) believe me, inthe end, wheti all muſt 
ſtoop, you will find that ſeverity very ſherp and x 
too: therefore approach the Atk of God with # 
and Reverence, 

2. You muſt approach itwith Marrity and Cheorfulnef. 


J 


Iris admirable in devout ſouls ro confider how paſſio- 


folemn warſhip, and 
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And there is nothing more welcome to a holy ſoul then 
an inviration to ſuch a Calefis! entertainment 3 7 was 


- glad when they ſaid unto me, we will go into the houſe of the pisl,cux 1,4; 


rw and row defites or his ſRacion _ | r 
ſand within thy gates O Ferwſalem 5 Yea, they ſhall 
Joy 4s the joy thank 4s the joy of thoſe that diviae the 


Ppoil*: I willge wntothe Altar of God, unto God my ex- 4 lov.s: 
— b, Suchajoyof heart at overflows the banks bPal.qz.4. 
3 


and cauſeth ex#/ta#ion in the body too, My 

heart denceth for jay3 and not ſo only, but, my hears, and 
my fleſh alſo rejoyceth in the ky God, 
And much more, the glory of the fleſh, the beſt member 
of ir, 'the rongue, They ſhall ng in the ways of the Lord, 
that great « the glory of the Lord, The ſervice of God 
ſhould be like the celebration of a ſolemn Jubilee z Fabi- 


Late Deo, 0 be joyful in the Lord all ye lands, ſerve the Lord Phil.toer, 


with gladneſs, and come before his preſence with « ſong : and 


again, O come, let ws ſing unto the Lord z, let us make 4 v1 ,}.. 


Jofe! noiſe to the Rock of our Salvation. 
we had that zeal of .Gods glory, or that ſenſe of our 
own duty, or if we had but that regard to our own inte» 
reſt and advantage, that we ſhould have, it weie impoſl- 
fible we ſhould be either ſo ſack in our approach, or 
when preſent) ſo co/4 and dvil in our 4ifention to Gods 
> rm ſervice, 

Are we not in ſome danger of Gods difpleaſure for 
this evkward carrizge towards him 2 does he not threaten 
his people for it * Deut, 28. 47, 45+ Becauſe thow ſerveadſt 
wot the Lord thy God with joyfulneſſe and gladneſſe of heart, 
for the abundance of all things : therefore ſhalt thow ſerve 
thine enemies, which the Lord ſball ſend againſt thee, in hun- 
ger, andinihirſt, and in want of all things: hethatcan- 
not delight himſelf in the Solemnities of Gods houſe, in 
that hs gracious preſence, where there is, in ſome ſence, 

O 
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: 92 
Pſal.16.vlt. 


Pſzl.1 22.3. 


Plal.9 FG. 
Plal.34-3.. 


2 Chron. 7. 4+ 


164,2.2,3« 


Zph.3-9+ 


Phil.2.1 2. 


Iſrael's Gratulation for 
4 falneſſe of joy, it is pity he ſhould ever come-to his 
right hand, where are plesſsres for evermore : you. muſt 
approach with Alacrity. | 
3- You muſt er the Ark with #nevimity: As 
Fernſalem was builded,lo it was governy'd, as a City at und- 
ty in it ſelf, The kingly Prophet invites, 0 come, let 
ws worſhip and fall down and kneel before the Lord, O mag- 
nifie the Lord with me, and let ws exalt his name together, 
And atthart = ſolemmnity of Solomon's, whea he dedi- 
cared the houſe of the Lord, we find all 1ſrael in conſort 
with him, The King and all the people offered ſacrifices be» 
forethe Lord, | 
' God hath an experFatios it ſhould be:ſo amongſt us 
too; for he ſaith by his E wy Prophet,. And it [ball 
come to paſs in the laſt days, that the monntain of the Lords 
houſe (ball be eftabliſbed in the top of the mountains, and 
fhall be exalted above the hills 3 and all nations ſhall flow 
wntoit, And many people ſhall go-and ſay,. Come ye, and 
let us g0 up 10 the mountain of the Lord; tothe houſe: of the 
God of Facob, and he will teach us of his ways, and wewill 
malk in. his pathes. For then (as the Lord ſaith by another 
Prophet) will 1 turx to the people 4 pure language, that 
they may all call upon the name of the Lord, to ſerve hin 
with one conſent,  crouding in to the holy Aſſemblies with 
0:6 ſhoulder, as the original importeth. | 
And that it might be ſo amongſt us, . how earneſtly 
doth .tte Apoſtle conjure us in the -perſons of the 
Church ot Philippe 3-if there be therefore any conſolation in 
Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirix, 
if any bowels of. mercies 3 fulfil ye my joyz and+what-is 
that 2: that ye be like-minded,. having the ſame love, being 
of one accord , of one mind, For Chriſt hath but one 
Church; My love, my wndefiled s one ; there is 0nebady, 
aud one ſþjris, and ye are Called 4n one hope of your calling;; 
| onee 
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one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father of Eph.4.4,5,5. 


«ll, who «s above all, and through all, and in you all, \N hart 
2 multiplicity of Arguments hath the bleſſed Apoſtle 
ewiftedcogether,to make the wxity that ſhould be amongſt 
Chriſtians indiſſoluble. 

And if the advantages hereof were duly weighed, 


theſe alone we:e enoughto make it ſo. Origen weighing See Mage. is 
that verſe of the Plalmiſt, Bleſſed are the people that know __ _y 


the joyful ſound (Plal. 89. 15;) He queres what it is that 
readers a-people blefſed,. He ſe}:h not, bleſſed are the people 
that do righteouſneſs; or bleſſed are the people that under- 
and myſteries, or are able 10 give an account of the beaven, 
of the earth, and of the ſtars: but, he ſaith, bleſſed are the 
people that know the ſound (th: jubilation), 17 other 
(places) the fear of the Lord maketh bleſſed, but it maketh 
bat one manbleſſed for ſo it i ſaid, Bleſſed is the man that 
feareth the Lord. Elfe where we find alſo that more are bleſſed, 
4s bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit z, bleſſed are the meek z, bleſſed 
are the peace-makers z, bleſſed are the '% in heart, But 
here (in the Pfalmiſty.the-bleſſednels & profuſe, and 7 
know not what ſo great cauſe of bleſſednefs s imimated,that is 
ſhonld make the whole people bleſſed, that hears the Fubilati- 
#3, | Ulade mihi jubilario videtur indicate quenadam con- 
cordiz, & unanimitatis affectum, whereupon it ſeems to 
me, thai this Jubilation doth import an affe1on of concord 
«nd unanimity z which if it claſps the hearts and hands of 


two or three Diſciples together in Prayer, it makes them ſo+ 


evalent, ( offering up their devotions i» the name of 
Chriſ) that the heavenly Father grants all they pray for. 
And if it be ſogreat 4 bleſſedneſs that a whole people are 
wnanimous that racy all peakthe ſme thing, being joyn'd to» 
gether in the ſame mind andin the ſame judgment, theunis 
ted deyotions of ſucha people may bas prevalent as 


theirs were, in the Acs of the Apoſtles z They were of 
078: 


23 


*TO2 


Als 2.1, 


 #nt heart and of one ſoul, 


Iſrael's Gratulation for 


wore with ent actard in one place] 


Chop: 437:3%- 2nd there was 2 great earth-quake, where they prayed (in 


Jer.32.39, 
= $41 


unanimity) and the place being the hely Ghoit deſcen- 
dd, The joynt devotions of an #n«nimew faithful peo- 
ple might be thas effeual, terre mots faiFo deſlrnentur 
& cadent omnia, que terrens font, 4c mundus ipfe ſubver- 
zetur, faith Origen 5 ſuchan _ might enſue, as 
ſhould remove thoſe Meunt4ins of earth, that oppoſein 
Out way to heaven, and level the world under our feet, 


Fr bring down the "Comforter to inligbten and «ſ- 

Us, . 

Let us therefore approach the Ark of God with #x«- 
»imity, and this will make us #nc/in«bletothe laſt partof 
our 4»t9, in our _ A weary jy nar plots 

4. To approach it with # ty; for our s ty 
isto ernlne and center there, in' »niformity, Hence 
the Apoſtle is ſo patherical, x Cor, 1. 10, Now 1 beſeech 
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that 
Je all ſpeak the ſame __ «nd thut there be no atvifiens (or 
Schitms) among you 5 but that ye be perfetily joyned toge- 
ther in the ſame mind and inthe ſame judgment. And w 
ſor why, that ye may with one mind and one mouth glorifie 
God, even the Father of our Lord Feſus Chriff, Rom. 
I5,6, 

That promiſe of God, ['/ will give them one beart and 
one way, that they may fear me for ever hath teference 
certainly to the Chri#ien Church, Bur this is ſuch a pro- 
miſe as implies or co-operation for the accompliſhment 
of it, | 

Idemand then, whether God hath perform'd his £»- 
gagement to the Chriftian Church 2 whether he hath 
done his part, in giving his people eneway ? if not, then 
weareto expect ſome new Revelations for the diſcovery 
of that way 3 for how ſhall it be ſer opens to us otherwiſe * 

But 
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But this is not only contrediffed by the Apoſtle, but 


ſentencedtoo with the dreadful commination of an Ana- 
themazfor thus he ſaith,though we or an Angel from beaven, 
preach any other Goſpel unto you, then that which we have 
preached unto you, let bims be aceurſed, And for the greater 
vefification 0t T, eruth, _ bi affeveration yz «s 
we ſaidbefore, ſo ſay 1 now again, if 4ny man preach 
_—_ Goſpel xd you, then that ye have received, les him 
be accut ſed, 

1 am the way, ſaith our Saviour, 4nd he truth too, and 


that can be bur ome $ we have the mind of Chriſt, ſaith the I Car.2.16, 


Apoſtlez and no man can, no man dare defiy, #hat to 
be the one way, that God hath promiſed yz and hs is ſes 


open to the world, by the Ainiſtry of the Apoſtles and ag: 15.17; 


Evangeliſts z Theſe men are the ſervants of the moſt high 
God, which ſhew w#nto us the = of ſalvation, 

_ Andif you ask me why fome men refuſeto walk in 
this way, L muſt refer you to ſome of their tubborn fellow 
travellers, foranſwer z Thus ſaith the Loyd, Stand yein 


the ways and fee and ask for the old paths, where i the good 


w4y, 4nd walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt for your ſouls : 
bes oh ſaid, wewill not walk therein, Ted < 7 
And why not? why, here lies the quarrel, God hath 
appointed' certain Gwides to diref# us and poins owt the way 
to us, and weare offended at ih 5 we make our Guides 
our fambling-blecks 3 God hath alſo given a genera! Or- 
der to theſe Guides,to ſet up ſome ſhades for our better ac» 


commutation, and to hang up ſome lights for our more. 


ſafe and regs/ar walking, in this way, leaving itto their 
care and prudence, what theſe ſhades ſhall be made of, 
and where theſe lights ſhall be ſet up s and here, baving an 
over-weening Conceit of our own worth, and wanting that 
due reverence for our Guides and Goyernours, which we 


ought to haye, we fallout is and «bow# the way _ $ 
pride 


Gal. 1.8,9. 


r03z" 


——— — — 


. 96: 


Phil. 2.23. 


. neſs 


Bebd 6 1:23- And the ſame charge 
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pride and prejudice, Envy and Animoſity ſtrike in, and 
makes NON-CONFORMISTS. 

The Apoſtle foreſaw this, or rather had a preſeat /»- 
t#izion of it, in ſome Churches of his own planting z and 
therefore when he injoyns this accord and uniformity, 
for ſecuring thi duty he preſcribes alſo theſe Caveats, Les 
nothing be done _—_ , Or wvain-glory, but in lowli- 

f mind let each eſkeem other better then themſelves. 
egiyes to the —_— z 1 there- 
fort, the priſoner of the Lord, beſeech you, that ye walk wor - 
thy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowli- 
weſs and meekneſs, with long (offering, forbearing one ano- 
ther in love, (and by keeping this temper eſpecially to- 
watds our Guides) endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit imthe bond of peace. 

957 bond of the Churches peace z and 'ris 
that that makes her rerrible as an Army with Banners x 
which attribute no ſociety of men can boaſt of, bur 
where they all keep the [ame poſture , and obſerve.ube 
ſame motions, and obey the ſame word of command, under 
cheir reſpeRive Officers. 
| Inobedlence therefore tothe Apoſtles command, as 
well as for the honour and adventage of Gods Church, 
Lett us, 4s many 4s be perfet#, be thus minded, Phil. 3. 
15. that is, as it follows, inthe next verſe, Let us walk 
by the ſame rule, let us mind the fame thing, - And I muſt 
add (to take away an objeRion that may ariſe from the 


. words intervening) it may be very juſtly expeRed thar 
we ſhould be ſo perfe#?, avis there required z. for though 


ſome novices inthe Faith, who were then but newly crept 
out of the darkneſs of Heathenifms, or the fbades of the 
Fewiſh obſervances s though thele, I ſay, might then ex-. 
pe<R, ſome further Revelation. to inlighten them -more. 
clearly,in that which by reaſon of their 3gnor axce,or pos 

| ce, 


| _ the Arkes Solemn Settlement. tos 
dice, they were tiot, fo# the preſent fativfied ins yet we are 

ro expe no ſuch marter, we have already atrain'd to the 

utmoſt we can expect of immediate Revelation *, and it is 4G. 2.8.9, 
our dsty, (Divine Revelation and Command hath made it Judp.3- 

ſo) in all: zowbrfol inafte?4 toi tefigh onir judgments up to 

the condut? of ſuch Guides Þ as God hath ſet over us; and | Heb.r3,7, & 
forthe truth of this Poſition, I appeal to the declared *7: 
doarine of Mr. Baxter, for thus be ſaith, {* Let mebe * tn bi Una 
bold to tell iy bpintion th roy Brethrew of the Miniſtry, that vouy Volumn 
though I deny thems to have either credit or Authority a;2inſt |, +14 gd 
the kliowys \V ord of God, yt ſb great i their credit and Au bk Noſegay 
thorky, even 4 Teachtys and Guides of the Church, in Fmiet 0. 
Canſes agreeable rv the Wotd, «hdin Cauſes to the prople ryll, (ws 83.) 
doubtful :»4 unknown, #43 Cauſes left by the Word ty ne from. 
theft derermlnarion, ( the Waoyd determining them but gene- 

rally) rhas 1 think rhtifnot ance of this ir#th hath been the 

Main 6anſt > ſad Confuſtons 4nd Schiſns i» England, 
aydrhat the Miniſters have been guilty of it, partly by an 

over $ coticealing their Aptbority, and partly by af 

tbiferett oþpolitton Tribe Papifs erronr of the Authority 

df tht Chitch : and 1 think that 3il we have better taught, 

even or godly people, what credit and obedience & dre to 

thet} Teichers ayd Spiritual Guides, the Churches of Eng- 

land ſhall newer have peace, or any good or eftabliſh'd Order. 

1 ſay 2zain, we are broken for want of the knowltdg of this 

irhrd ; arid cH8 1h 8 be ttrown; w? ſhall never be well bond 

»þ and healed. Thus far Mr. Baxter, | 

'"Ahd as mahy as walk according to this rule, peace be on Gal.6.16. 


rhewt ant mercy, and upon the Ifratl of God, Amen. 


P M* Croftons 


paze 1, 


. M- Crofton's Poſition Examined, 
/ AND 
An Impoſed Liturgy Juſtified. 


Hat 'tis pride and an over-weaning Concels of our 
 ownworth which makes men Non-Conformitſts, 
I ſhall now give you a pregnant evidence out of the Paw- 
phlet mention'd in the Tile-page.  , | 
Ina Poſtſcript to that Pamphle the Authour tells us of 
a Paper taken out of Mr. Crefton's pocket, containing 
his high way thoughts, which he committed to paper,to 
communicateto a Nox- Conformift. Haying procured a 
Copy thereof (as. he pretends) with ſme affculy, be 
ſends itto friend, with his leave, 10 make it publict, and 
thereby (as be ſaith) 10 capacitate our Conforming, Clere 
gy toreſolve (if they can) one of the great (cruples, which 
(ke ſaith) barreth M* Crofton's Conformity, avd Miniz 
Fav Rai 54k Liturgy, : ion OBE " t 
. The Poſition be lays downis, this, That. [ 4 Miniſter 
of the Goſpel cannot without fin receive 4 Liturgy generally 
and excluſively impoſed. } - F410 
But whe" Dit me ma contends es That an. Order 
and regular Method of praying, reading the. Scriptu 
and acdminitiation of L. _ of Worlbip. in =o - 
ent time and order, ſucceſſively each after other, in their 
proper place, this he confeſleth to have been uſed in aff 
Churches of. Fews and Chri z and Ths (he ſaith) s 
dittated by all Rules of Order and Prudence neceſſary 10 bu- 
Wane 


M* Crofton's Poſition examined. 107 


mane Soctety, ſo ſpecified as to conſtitnie an holy Convocati- 
#07, ARubrick or DireRion he acknowledgeth too, «s 
the genwine produtt of Ecclefiaftical Politie, and the For- 
ma informans of that Uniformity i» / vane Order, which 
is maintain'd withost Unity of Words and Forms, Terms 
and Expreſſions, «s the ornament and hotour of any parti- 
cular and circumſcribed Church, Such a Liturgy a5 this te 
allows of, that is, The: Direfory. 

Bat ſtated Forms for the celebration of Solemn Publick page ,. 
Worſhip, and the ſeveral parts thereof, compoſed, Gige(t- 
ed, and ( for the very words, terms, «nd expr: ſions 
thereof) determined axd preſcribed by ſome others then the 
Parſon, or Miniſter who ftandethto minifter Gods Ordinan- 
ces between God and his Church ſuch an impoſed Liturgy 
he cannot ſubmit unto. 

Sothat here we have a meer arymuexie, 4 ftrife about 1 Tim. 6, 4. 

words, terms and expreſſions, ſay the Apoſtle what he * Tina44. 
will to the contrary, And of what extra&@1en is this 
quarrel then ? From whence come wars and ftrivings a- 
mong ſt you ? come they not from hence, even from the luſts 
iÞat war in your members ? The Apoſtle takes it for grant- 
ed, andthe Wiſe man is poſitive in ir, 0nely by pride 
cometh contention, Andit is ſo certain ia this !#drvidus- 
$103 of it, That our Pick-pocket , or pretended Mr, Crof- page 3. 
top, hath not actifice enough todiſſemble it: For he ſaith, 
It cannot be denied to be a moſt baſe aud ſlaviſh ſervility, to 
proſtitute the Office to which we are apted {but not wirhour 
humility] 4nd ordained by the Lord Feſws Chriſt, wnto the 
pleaſure and preſcriptions of mey, though the beſt for quali- 
ty and authority, 

But not ſo paſſionate, good Mr. Crofton; you may 
pleaſe to be ſo humble as to condeſcend to ſuch an impo- 
ſition for peace and order ſake z and that I prove by this 


Argument, 
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M- Crafran' « Poſition examined. 
 Whatl pay Lawtully be to by my 9 
pro j dem, leg Foy Ta ſeergi'ds agiergin' a 
[ 

7 But uk 7 ks ny a EE of Gods ſolemg 


publick worſhip compeſed z and (tor the yery words, rae 
and expreſſions) digeſted inta method, I may lawful Thee 


determined by wy os private judg wh ae 

To norkp for hoon | 9s fois 

blick P, c £4, and (fart cher ke 
End expreſſions) dige pock nad. I may lawfully be 
determined, by tte judgmeat of my 1QUIS, 

la this Argument, Miner or cannot 
be denyeds is het Ms \Crefie coarends fars for 1 
hope he doth gotexclude pai: apy a he pleads 
for theliberty of his own Invention to.Compaſe _d Madi- 
fie his Forms. of publick wotſhip, 

The M9jor is proved thus g 

That which I may | Janfaly, de determined to by 
weaker judgment, tothat 1 Jaws lawfully be r nears". 
by 2judemens that is fr 

on to fad Fm, Go, Inap lawfully be Genre 

ned by a weaker j my own) 
ro ated. Forms, &'s. Imay dr be determined by a 
judgmentthat is frowger, ho that of my Syperiaurs. 

To deny the Mgjor inthis Agemen, wereto make 
bimſelf ridiculous , aad in efte&, toaffirm, that a man 
may ſee more clesrly by a dim light then by a brighter. 
And todeny the Miner were to.arrogate to bimfelf a bet- 
zer judgment, then thatot his Swperionrs.z which cangor 
bz done without intolerable pride and oe , Con- 
crary tothe expreſs order of the A >. 3. Let 
nothing be done through ſtrif or vain-glory, oc is lowlinefs 
of mind let each oo __ bettey t Foo That 
qe (may) walk worthy of the vocation, wherewith ye arecal- 


> 


M* Crofton's Poſition examined, 
led, with all lewlintf and mecknefs : endeevouring to keep 
the wnity of the $ piric in the bond of peace, Eph 41,23, 


But(tolay the Axe tothe very ror of this Ratiocinart: Pag.q,t 5. 


on, ke ſaith the Miniſterial Modification (of publick wor. 
ſhip) by perſonal abilities, is the formal att of the Mini- 
feral offices but to refign this formal aft upto a Miniftry- 
deftr ying-impofition is (tnful. | 

. Bus Ideny che Modification of worſhip by perſonal abi. 
lities tobe the Formal a& of the Miniſterial Office, The 
Formal att of the Miniſterial office is to Miniſter z the 
Modification as well by perſonal Abilities, as by publick 
Authority , is extrinſecal and circumſtantial to it. To 
make the Mod:ficetion of the AS to be the Formal aff 
it ſelf, is romake the Apperet the May y which is very 
abſur'd , except it be in a man of clouts; and truly 
Mr. Rte Bena—e is no better, 


object, Bur the Impeſition and Preſcription in Prayer 


and Secraments is applicableto preaching. 

- $0}, To which H anſwer, 2, That certainly a Sermm 
is never the worſe for being wel Gaefteds And, 2, if it 
be ſeen and «owed by Authority, I know no harm in it3 
And, 2. if it were not an endleſs work , this courſe 
would ſecure the peace and ſolid edification of the 
Church the better; And, 4. when the Presbyrerians 
Preach other mens printed Sermons, (as ſome of them 
axe frequently obſerved to do) this is ſuppo 
prejudice tothe intereſt of thoſe ſouls that hear them, 

\ Buethetrutk is, there is a vaſt difference betwixt Pray- 
erand Preaching, for our Saviour hath taught us, that 
the fr may be regularly and fully compriſed in a hors 
Offices whereas the later hath as many Fields to expari- 
ate ing a3 there are feveral Texts in the holy Bibles and 
here lies the moſt proper Scene, for the variety of Gifis 
to pertorm their publick exerciſe upon, 


ſed to be no 


Beſides, 
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- Beſides, Gifts being. delign'd for the edificarion of the 
Church, Governonrs are concern'd to take care they tend 


' not. to the confuſion of it, 1 Cor. 14:32, 33, Uzzh did 


x Pet.2.5, 


Paz. 6, 


Pag.7.line 243. 


but imploy his Gifts; and Corah might pretend to do 
no more. _ | by: 

What M.Crofton obje&s,by way of inſtance,toucbing 
the Periſb Clerk and people.is.no:moreto our prejudice, 
thenitisto his own purpoſesfor withourall peradveature 
they area general part of-the holy Prieſthood S* Perer ſpeaks 
of58'cis their duty tobear a ma inGods ſolema worſhip. 

But I cannotthink (faith Mr, Crof+en,) tbat any Biſhop 
or his cxaminant will judge a School-boy, twelve 
yeates-old, ſufficiently qualified to execute the formal 
atF of the Miniiterial off 3 and indeed, no morecan 


I, But-we muſt not fo look to perſonal abilities as 


to forget Divine Ordination, An ordinary Butcher 


under the Law, could dreff a Zamb or a yoak of Oxen, 
as well as the beſt of the Sons of Zeviz and yet his per - 


ſonal abilities did not qualifie him to offer ſacrifice. The 


efficacy of the Miniſtry does flow, as little, I am (ure, ex 
opere operantis, aS ex opere yer z it depends not _ 
= cant and tone, or the wording of the Miniſter that doth 
officiate, but upon the 1»ſtit#:/on and Promiſe of Chriſt 
himſelf. . And Mr. Crofion cannot be our adverſary in 
this z for, be ſaith [1 hope Proteſtants make not the inten- 
tion, or intrinſecal power of the Adminiſtrator, the 
formality , and ſo the efficacy of the adminiſtration, ] 
which is eaough to cut the throat of his Argumeat s for 
it follows from hence by an undeniable conſequence, that 
the efficacy of the Miniſtry does notdepead upon per ſoxal 
Abilities. Aad, if another conceſſion of his, ar the end 
of the ſame Page, . be well confidered, viz; that {the 
Miniter muſt not vary any thing in the matter and 1ub- 
ſtance of appointed worſhip. it will make much for the 

on credit 


M' Crofton's Poſition examined,” 
Credit of f.a2ed Forms in the ſeyeral parts of our Miniſtra- 
tion, as being, ont of all queſtion, far leſs ſubje&-to 
the danger of varying from the matter and ſubſtance of a 
ye worſhip, - then the modification of it, eſpecially 

y the extemporary exerting of perſonal abilitjes, 

So that upon the matter Mr, Crofton is till condemned 
of himſelf 3 ad till ſome better evidence be brought to 
the contrary, I muſt remain (as formerly) ia this opini- 


on, that Pulpit Conceptions are (but) Popular Deceptions 3 


Aand tothe Treatiſe that bears tbat TitleI refer the Rea: 
ger for a fuller proof thereof, 

Inthe mean while I ſhall offer Mr, Croftox and his par- 
i5 a proof, that they are bound to ſubmit to the uſe of a 
preſcribed Licurgy, tt-at they may be at peace with their 
Governours and their own Conſciences, by keeping the 
Ic of the Spirit in the bond of peace with the Church of 
G 


| To do whatſoever is morally poſſible, for Uniformity 
A oor oe, ſcribed- Litargyis1 

to ſwomit tothe uſe of a preſcribed- Litargy is mo- 

Therefore, to ſubmit tothe uſe of a preſcribed Litur- 


gy is your duty...., , - a 
The Major is proved by Apoſtoelical injunRian ; if ## 


- 


be paſte (and) 4s much as in you titth, live peaceably with 


mens Rom. 12. 18, 
The Minor is proved thus 
That which- is aot ſinful , and is within our oatural 
power is morally poffible. But to ſubmit to a preſcribed 
Liturgy. is not figful, and is within our natural power ; 
| Therefore, to ſubmit toa preſcribed Liturgy is moral- 
ofhible. 
7 "The Major of this Argument [what & not finful.and © 


within our natural power, is morally poſible] cannot = 
©. 


ſonably be denyed, 
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M” Crofton's Pofetion examined. 
The Ainor, a$t6 the left branch of it, [#0 ſabiris to & - 
preſcribed Liturgy ic within oar #atural ower J this is evi- 
dentof ie fel, | | mh, 

The #/ branch {10 ſubwite ts 4 prefertbed Lithrgy @ v6t 
ſinfal,] is-proved this, ; of 
What is forbidden by-ad- Liw is not nful. But to 
ſubttiitto 4 preferided Liturgy is forbidden by nv Law, 
- T herefore, to ſubtiitts 2 preſcribed Liturgy isnotfinful, 
' * The Major drove by the defitition of fit 3 fn i-the 
i#anſereſſion If tht Law, 1 Jol.3.4. ' 6 
The Minor is juſtified upon this account. 1, ASte 
the Form of Ports, thit is fiot fotbidden by atiy Lav of 
Gcd3 forthe Apoſtle faith; Hold fait rhe Former of fohnd 
words, 5 Tith, 2:13. 2nd, 7 beſtech you, brethrey; bythe 
wane of tvr Lord Fefut Chrift, that ye aff ſpeak T'H 2 
SAME THING, iCot.t.to, That ye my whb 
ONE MIND and ONE MOUTH glorifie 60d, 
TT Mage hm 10s the ſe of Mek YPreſridet 
2. AS toour ſabmiſſion to the ule &þ , 
Mena bond whete forbidden ncicher * but 6n'rhe 
contrary, it is commanded, Heb.1z.17, Obtythimthut 
hive the rule #ver you, and ſubmit your ſelves x athd we 
ent remember , that zo obey s bette? then Satrifice, 
Upontheſe grounds I conclude againſt Mr. Crofton: 
Poſition, thata Miniſter of the GoſpeF ma wks fi 
receive a Liturgy gener4lly and exclafructyttipoſed, for 
the Celebraiisn of Gods Soleww Publick Worſhip. © 
Mr.Crofr.qagn. And the receiving foch 2 Lirargy, upon the 4urhorvty 
of our Superidvrs, wich all; on ati! obrelt-icr Woes 
not reſolve the 4uminiftr ator into the Dilemma of obcy- 


ing God or may (as. Mr. hey protcndes for God and 
tan mom ro ey os, but ſebordination; and 
bethardoes.not obey bb, ddtsobey neither. | 

Mr. Croftoy's 


M- Crofton's CREED, 


Concerning Communion with Gods Church, 

- commended to the obſervation of Gods 
people,and canfideration of Gods Miniſters, 
as thoſe which few ſober men will deny to be 
true, and being well underſtood would rea- 
dily dire& a godly mans courle in the hour 
of temptation. 


7, He Church Catholick viſible diſtributed (through 
| | neceſſity, and good order) to particular Aſſemblies 
muſt [anttifie the Lords day by an holy Convocation. 

2, The Congregation of particular Chriſftians convened 
in full and open joynt- Aſſemblies, 10 celebrate Gods ſolemn 
worſhip, u the formality of an holy Convocation. 

3+ The worſhip celebrated in the holy Convocation for the 
matter and eſſential form by which it ſubſtantially exifteth, 
muſt be determined by the Lord, aud by him alone. 

4. All worſhip of mens invention [uperadaed to Go4s ape 
poilniment muſt be avoided, abandoned by every of Gol: peo- 
pley but Gods worſhip ſubſtantially exiſting with the ſame 
muit not be diſowne2 or declined. 

5, Gods worſhip celebrated by and among men muſt be 
miniſtred, and exif inand by an humane move and dreſs 
ſuitable to, and [ſo fit roedifie ſuch 4 Creature and ſociety, 

6. The bumane mode and dreſs, words and phraſes, by 
which Gods worſhip muſt exit, and be minſtred in and to 
-#be Church, i not determined by the Lord, but wholly left to 
the wiſdom and faithfulneſs of them who miniſter the ſame. 

* 7. The bumane Miniſterial modification of Gods Ordi- 
nances in and tothe Church i the formal att of the Miniſte- 

rial office to befulfilled, end performed by the Miniſterial 

| Q gifes. 
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M* Crofton's Creed. 
ifts, the perſonal abilities of every individudd Miniſter" 
gh PI eltied of God, and ordained by the Church ke 
pur ſe. [CT his Article is cayf#ted inthe Anſwer tothe 
Poſition above mentioned. 

8. The minifterial mode and order of Gods warſhip bet 
wholly humane, determined by mens wiſdom and f 5s 4 
4s is and cannot but be ſubjett 10 much andgreat corruption in 
dr fet# and diſorder, rudeneſs and irreverence in expreſclons, 
Here it cannot be denyed but the ſudden and extemporary 
mode is much more ſubjeR to #beſe Corruptions, {in de- 
fe# and diſorder, rudeneſs and irreverenceJtban the ſo= 
lemn and materely-flated Forms, 

9. The guiit of all defeth and diſorder inthe humane mint 
fterial mode of Gods worſhip is immed{ ately, rope , and 
diretly perſonal, charged on the Miniſter, and op bim alone- 
not on the Church, or any the members thereof, 

10. All defetts, diſorders, rede and inent ex- 
preflons, inthe humane, miniſterial mode of Gods wor ſbip : 
are corruptions, circumſtantial, and extrinſecal, in and 

which Gods wor ſhip may ſubſtantially excift In marter, «nd ef- 
ſential form, capable of operation 18 its appoimied end, 
- 11, Defet#s, wr corrupiions in the miniſterial 
wode of Gods Ordinances fixed, continued and reiterated. 
are more ſinful and offenſive 18 God,and bis people, then theſe 
which are preſent and tranſient z but both theſe are fins of one 
44 the ſame nature and quality, and of equal influence on 
Gods wor ſhip\minifired by the ſame, (But the extempor ary 
and tranſient modes of fingle perſons are more ſubje to 
theſe cerruprions and diſorders, as was (aid above, J 
* 12, Nodefe#s, or diſorders in the humane mini 
mode, (whether fixed, andreiterated in and by impoſed and 
preſcribed forms, or expreſſed in and by preſent tranſient 
conceived forms, in and by which Gods worſhip doth fubtan- 
Hally exift, for matter aydform, in and ro his Charch) will 
warrans any Chriſtians ſeceſcion ,. voluntary withdrawing 
70m 


For 1. theſe notwithſtanding, Gods worſhip 


true 
ly,fally, formally exift,capable of operatian in- 
redend: 2, This fin is purcly perſonal, 2ble on 


the Miniſter, who ftandeth ed with the office of 
miniſterial modification of Gods worſhip, in, and to 
the Charch': the people: or particular members of the 
Church, may and muſt paſs on this (as other perſonal 
as) a judgement of charity, which doth dire& them to 
leve for the fin —— —_— hukry _ _ 
ve opportunity to E: ons 
of E#) of it, _- ſeek the correfiion"and removal of the 
ſamez' but they haye not of it any j#d/cioum publicur, 
judgment of office, charged onthem, by the ſpecialty 
of _—_ and armed. with a jsf# moral power of corre- 
lon, fo as that the ſame ſhould be the negle& of this 
publick duty, become their fin, and leave its guile on 
their ſouls. That Gods worſhip (derb) formally exiſt in 
every mode of miniſtration, eyery Chriſtian and mem- 
bec of the Church muſt judge nd fee : for by this cor- 
ruption,the holy Convocation ceaſeth, and they worſhip: 
not God: [I ſuppoſe the Anthors meaning is this, as to 
this corraption the holy Convocation ceaſeth, and they war - 
folp nos God by it: J but the mode it felf is perſonally 
cherged onthe Miniſter: the defet# and diſorder is an ac- 
cident reſulting from the floth, negligence, ignorance; 
weakneſs and unfaithfulneſs of the Miniſter, and an ad» 
jun& ſeparable from Gods worſhip exiſtent by the ſame; 
Sir, I pray you take good notice of this, that the p7i- 
wvate Chriſtian, and particular members of the Church have 
no publick judgment of office, concerning the Miniſterdal 
mode of Gods worſhip: for Sir, it is a notion of much weight 
and uſe in this Cafe z and it appeareth plainly true, it the- 
modifying of Gods was 25 it Cannot be d.nyed 
_ 0 
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M* Crofton's Creed. 
to bethe perſonal at? of an Officer appointed to that end : 
Weſay this belongs peculiarly to the Gavernours if the 
"uTgr der ;] . | 

oder, Sir, ifthe people have a pablick judgment 


emipiſtdcial mode of Gods worſhip, we are under 

a Mgelhty of Tizving what we ſo much —_—_— againſt, 

- andcaſt off, (wi) a fixed Liturgy tor the mode of Prayer, 
' Preachin ytcation of Sacraments : [which] muſt 
thenberkne! the people,*and judged by them free 


iforder, betore'the people can at- 
nine Maniſtration. 

__ fe fed jmpoffible, for a fingle Miniſter 
conſtattlyTto, coflifffaicate to. every particular member 
of his Congregationthe-mode;iyto which he hath (by his 
perſonal abilities and* miniſterial Gifge) caſt the word 
Prayer and $6 ON: = KOO V 
- Noſerious, ſober Chriſtiap,cah think the people to be 
guilty of thoſe rude” methods, iocteh raw expreſclons, 
rtautologier, folecifmes,and diſorderi,whicha Miniſter may 
utter in his preaching,and prayingsyet thisis inevitable if 
the people have a publick judgment by ſpecial office, of 
the miniſterial mode of Gods worſhip: -It is indeed true, 
the defeive,diſordered mode of worſhip which is fixed, 
ſtated, and ſo from time (to time) reiterated is more obyi- 
ous and offenſivezathen what istravſient, and ſo by the 
judgment of cbarlky'more burdenſom to the people, the 


orief of it being continued ang rgn« ogg it is the judg- 


+. 
. 


ment of office, armed with power to ggftet, (that) de- 
r.yeth the guilt of the one, or of the oF er, 

This i the ſum of what Mr.Croſton belteves concerning 
Church-communion. And whether the Church of God be 
nee more (ecure in her Freedom from corruptions 4nd diſ- 
orders, by fixed, ſtited Forms, then by ſuch as are indi- 
geſted, tranſient avd exiemporary, 1 «ppeal tothe Reaſon 
ud Common Sence of all theWorld, And there's 
'AN END. 


